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Artist William Fraccio, himself a 16th Infantry Rifleman, made 
this drawing of a "doggie" loaded down with equiment as 
he waits for the Roer River Crossing. 

The man shown here is typical of the American soldier who 
made the 16th Infantry great. Not too prepossessing physically, 
not born to fight, but determined to fight when necessary, 
anxious to get the thing over with, burdened with heavy equip- 
ment and ammunition, often hungry, always either too hot or 
too cold, extremely vocal when he thought someone hadn't 
done his job, yet jeering his own weaknesses and fears, he 
was the man who took this regiment through nearly three 
bitter years of campaigning to ultimate victory. 
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CqI. Jphri R. present regimental ,camw0n4er/inufnbeM 

offlbng prevfaos ossignnienti ihsiniictar at The In- 

fantry Schopl; commander of fne 424th, 394th and 3S8fh Ihfahtry 
Regimentr; Chief pf Staff,. 99fh Division i and Assistant Chief of 
Staff, 1st Division-^ His ■decototlons lndude^^t^ legion of Merit, 
Silver Sian Bronze Stor with Ook lepf Cluster,: Tand several 
\ foreign owords-'r- 'n 







CHAPTER I 



history of th« 1 6 th Infantry Regimpnt ii X. Story of battle; 

. Chaphitepcc, Antieiarn, Gettysburg,; San Juan Hill; ^oiss^^ 
the Ar^qnne, O El Guettar, Gcla, Troma, NortnanJy, 

AaAeii, the : E . bright, bloody pages in 

iJrticecf Sta'tfeyv. all those, and many other ma|^^ 

■iprigagebjehty of the t$ch, ■■; • ' ’-y 

!h gvery Vsr Sines the Reyplurioo, the dte' United 

Stated have had a ■ ;t6ih : infantry; Th first liDit to .bear the :. distmguished 
raq^ber was"' bfga i798 when war tynth; Erinee threaiSned ..the 

eKistehee . 'of: the - yeitss 'diis 
di^Rial idtli was dEbanded wh^ Wdr ih® longcf appeared a ptbspi^". 

The next Tj5tlV Infantry' WSkS; orgahtWd on 

January ti^ a. f.i 2 f f of service ,aga Byitahn; VV«i,vidy engaged +n 

igi 3 , it fought in the battles; pi Fprt ffeorgE StonJ^ EvysleFs- Field 
and'^illidtnsbtirg. j;-; - '■ ^ 

With ees^ of hostilities in tSi the Rtlgitoent wa.s conibined with 
four T>th'«i;;' -TT^':; the Sixth,' T wehtyr Sewn d,. T wen, ty?Th^^^ and Thirty, 

.Second to forii> the present ;d .Second Inf an try RegurieuT.. 'Thg'; 
hbnprs due the. idth for' the Waf,pf 181 a jitcy ThercfotCj 'iiam'ed, t}y' the 
..Sbtohd,.. ■■■•/ , _ ■"■ . y -y,', 

in the short-..iived. war dj^ainst Mexiep. a 'f6’th tnTantf^^^^^ 
wa.s .organised February : i t* iSjy and fflughv dlfOtlgh thp-ype^ion'* At 
Chap.ulfcpec, Tapagayas and Mexico Oity-;: Agaiiiytf'- Wi^t: .jouf 
■when, the war ended,, baying been active for abpul .fSl ,m 
dLbanded on August* rc, iSaK. 

: :y. ; EM'ld.iy at . the ontbreah of rhe Civil W'^Fv, fh* pTeseoy ^ 
iddayTy:; thth .in tv’as: formed. On May 4, 1 8ntY three eight^ p 

iTTustei-ed into service at Fort Independeiice (Boston) Mas* 
sadi.«sed!:. ,;Every reorganUatibn o{ the Army sii>te -dt7'f dateihas 

som.e: yahly the direct lineage of the r6th to the- present, ; • 

ThS; iCiydi W Infantey ^efVed thrQjighQUt that' period. j of 

hpsblitiesi ypafticipatm,g ' idyyti^^^ Hew lUst^t; wasy ad-ded.- 

tb the hretorE past iaibdhipldh when thr; ii^imeni y parflcularly 




i 

f 

distinguished itsc|lf a' Antietam, Petersburg and Gettysburg. In this last 
battle the regiment Ibst fifty percent of its strength. 

The 1 6th (iontinued in existence after the war. In 1866, Congress 
authorized forty-five infantry regiments. Eadi of the old battalions became 
the nucleus of a regiment. The First retained the i6th Infantry designation, > 
the Second became the 25th Infantry, and the Third, the 34th Infantry. 

From 1869 to 1877 the i6th handled the difficult role of pacification 
troops in the South. In 1877 the regiment moved west across the Missis- 
sippi and began a gruelling three year campaign in the Indian Wars. 

As a part of General Buell’s flying colum, the i6th worked up through 
New Mexico and Arizona, driving the hostile tribesmen before it. It 
participated in the famous “Dull Knife’’ campaign, played an important 
part in General McKenzie’s subjugation of the warring natives and finally 
brought law and order out of the Ute uprisings in Colorado. 

With peace restored in the West, elements of the regiment were 
scattered about various garrisons throughout the newly settled West. Gar- 
rison life with its monotony filled the years until the outbreak of the 
.Spanish-American War. 

Battalions and companies were assembled av Tampa, Florida, in May 
of 1898. Very shortly, it was one of the first American organizations to 
disembark at Siboney, Cuba. 

Almost immediately the regiment plunged into the short, bloody 
Cuban campaign. On July iith it lost 7 officer) and 112 enlisted men at 
the “Bloody Ford” at the base of San Juan Hill. 

Despite severe losses, the i6th assaulted th4 famous ridge and it was 
two of its men — Sergeant Diehl and Corporal Van Horne — who 
planted the first American flag to fly from the Spanish blodthouse on 
the hill. 

The comment of a neutral military observer who witnessed this 
charge is interesting. With the Fifth U. S. Corps was a German military 
attache noted for his appreciation of things military. After the capture of 
San Juan, this officer reported . . . “The dash and spirit displayed by the 
6th and i6th regiments of infantry which came under my immediate 
observation, were marvelous.” Less than two decades later cradc Prussian 
troops were to feel the irrepressible “dash and spirit” of these same Amer- 
ican doughboys. 

Decimated by the toll of many battles and fever-ridden, the i6th 
returned to Montauk Point, Long Island, New York, in August, 1898. 
Less than half its strength remained available for duty. 

The regiment went into camp. Duration-of-war men were discharged. 
Recruiting began and full peace-time strength was built up. A move was 
made, half way across the continent, to Ft. Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Training of the new men went on at this station until the summer 
of 1899 when the i6th embarked for its first tour of duties in the Philip- 
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CHAPTER HI 



twenty -iyea ifr^ ffiviirninx iro.tn TttfeiiTfy 

w^ 5iat>o‘n;ei3 a Hbrt , Ni^w Tpife ^tatidhe<i a.t 

Kew iPOfk; f 4*^^ jtHi Regimertt bceame so- jdospiy aisoctatijd 

city tRst; csw ra ie Rnown 

.Owrt’X''-' ; 

Durmg it$ tour of ducy^ the i6th topk part ih' m pf 

impdrtartce in. the «it>^ Pr^uently it. was. p^l«d upoR to fur'^ 
of honor for tmjjor.tant , per spoage.y :y isiitthg tHp . United Siates. Rfse' tOftyt: 
protnmenc of -wpre rRe King atwi Qwen of England- : ' ' : " '■ 

. Tha fegirnpnp also participated fa the city and 

its.Vicfjtay apd; part of tRf ^ repTesentaGonf.at the 

New York fair. Aipong one ol;iW less ^C*d#p^^^ rievtn-tKelesi 

iropoftanc assignments, was the respohsibilrtv fon the safe transportation 
of billidns of dollars of gold i f rpm . the eastern coast tc« Epft Kndit, 
Kentucky. /< . V' ; 

Not all of'its confined to ceremonies.'.. Train 

tiiiued. im it? last yfiftf at Fort pHt that trimiag to practice 
in extended maneuvet's, in Georgia, lohisiana, and in the 
in upper .New . Y or k State. ^ ' >;■ .i; • ■ ‘ 

In, early fsaf j as war clouds.oncc again covered the na^ 
ended :<KS’Vlprig assdeia^^^^ with New Toth The .First Divisibo wa.f 
as^iiWibg at :Fort DevenSv riUedf to. full wit‘ strength, yi<^7 mcnr hy. the 
indu? : of. ’some i joo fccrulti during the pf ecedittg pft"p months, . the jKth, 
Cpnimafidcd at that time by Gblahel Paul ?!vV Baade, Avas riyiewed^^c^^ 
February aeih by General Hugh A. Drum, commander Of the Fini^ 
ArOiyy; This review, in th^ of a farewell to ''New York's :QWn.- 

preceded rhe depatture for Devens by^ only a fev,* days.' ' 

The Third fegimelu, traine 
pperatiprts at Edgewood, Arsertal along >with the Thifd Batta the 

% gth Infantry. Following a period .there, the battidipn .embarked bn A 
transport ■ which, in . Decenabers I T 40 f Rico /or joint 




amphibipul opecatioos wuh the/Nav:y. This tr’amlng gPhtiriui^d unii.l:,;the 
battahG^l^redoneli■ chd /cgirngrnt at FU i'Dev'eas, Massacbu'setts, in Febrixafyi 

, 

- more thap: a )'t’Mr:Trainipg 

Pecam,? more apdh rntefisp)^. jSad training was supplcrhehted/by 
nt*o^Uyer$ spirit was rherfc but the equipment 

■was^dad«as.'^\i;;''"^ . ’* > 

During this period, Goi, Henry JJ,. Ch^die became; J^egimenral Coiu-- 
nlanderi ‘li was under his pommand that the- i'^th beglth ' Its Odysstf?’ 
Preceding' the baianc^ of the Tegiment :wiai:ih^^^ whi-di, 

on July I,. i;942,. left Tridiaotown^^ dast post m. the stat^j 

proceeded to New York City and boarded two mnaU 
Jdaloja’T^dd the “Dudiess of Bedford'’ . 

Tapding at Liverpool fP'^gh ct’ossmg,' 

imniedlately to Tidworth fiarradk:?; to prepare: a camp for the remainder 

During the wedc in August^ the remain tag imits df, leJft, 

Jndiantpwn Gap -and at" Pier 90, lii New York/ boirded the^^ T^ 

Which was jtist then starting her series of ywift round crips whidi 
were to seiid thcusands of ihen tpiEn gland aod Ih hef 

Ca^yeFftpus Holds.- Atcihg W'ith fhe idtb went tbs pther the 

ienrire/ First ^ DiVtsion.: \ ’V;':' :■■: ■ , ^ ' ' '■. •' 

Thus. hh? ^ of the First pdrobar diyhic^^ to sail 

for Lnglandl ^ ^ ., . • ■ ; ' 



oi/iinp ih omphibious op'jtmtons oesupiud ifi3 16th morf of 
fh« tifne dOiing »is nortrcombot Wor }l. 
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CHAPTER IV 



Cropping Ker escort ;a fesv: York ‘^*The 

Qilrm'* sped acTOSS the idiotic; Huge as She Wa?, tKc 

great ship stern to stern" and diving: .was “uiicomfortable 

during Trodsps slept ut -sitife". ate in 4 ;hiftN — only two 

meals, jodiHdwals' i?ad’ brdugh!:< it?od aboard with 

thent and; eked bw the m&stng ..raeaJ with thed carefully, goardediho^ 

■- tcfggy morning of August 7 th, • the' idth 1?^ 

lighters- and ddembarked' at Qurroek, Sot'thtrul — near- Glasgow. 

To the wild "sk'irlmg .td the pipes in j Jscotttsh Bandv;the^:r^ 
Httfained immediA'reJy departed 'for Tidy'oeth' Barracks, not 

far from' Sdkhury, in Southeastern Bngiaod. ^ ^ ■ : 

The Regimental 'yiaff .tb^t wad.ed.;mto pHn;tf, for further rrahhng in 
assaults Slid amphiftjphs operddpnSv at- thiy .tifu Colonel -H-egH'' 

fibeadle as' commajider;. ft. Col, :.J.oh<i executive -officet'; 

■C 7 apt.;Csrl 'W', Phtr, j:>c TV VfcroVP. Brosokas, S-'5 4'Capt; '-C-Tfi W 
B--3Vand (Txpt.,Herbtwj Bfjeksy . .f . . . 

Almost immeihatHy, . problems, minor and maior began heekliing 
otdicers and men; Equjptpout -w-as slow in aruving f roip, debarkation ports; 
■dtere wen: few rraiiikig' aids and the traimi.ng program 'itself was gigantic 
'beyond any previtvus pbncepTio^^^ of rt^imehtH military training. • 
VExhib^wog;' tty cusTomary. In lYth plowed ahead, making 

prepress wherf: others marked time. Matjeeiai at: hand wms. used’ to the 
fullest Training aids ; we^^ improvised. Ttamtng tmw ’ W^ 

some nebtildus, future war but for the war at haod> dO-f: d iafldirigy' m^ 

invasion riot ;deca^ ahead, not yeary but/iusr adtJW HwayyVyV 

Condnioftih^ exercises, inGl'udmg rugged caltsdieMmi 'lrikes arid, frirced 
mardtes began to; .sr-reamline the liidividuals and'Apyed 
Thorough instruecion: ih all, infantry Weapons Was' stre’Ssed tp th^ Utnibst,' 
JCnov/n dritauce ' and combat firing eburses were uasd- day-' 

Proficiency of the troops ' improved, Squad,- plafodn , and compa^hy ipybblems 
wi-re executed in deadly seriousness day after day -md; nig aftrit riighti 
The .trith was not going to be unprepared for the grifri 'Wprk .ahead-' -. 'V 





Infpntfyrtien storm ashore m.fxpractice lontjirig onfngflsh cbost;^^ 1944. 



i idjje • of ■ Sepr^mbe.f , .thfi r egitnmt eiTtfoine'd for Rcisen^'ii^v 

Siiotk'bfc Thcre^ oporations; were praecu’^ed over and .ovfcr 

Ehibai’ka assaulrs,' all , wlrefe' rehearsed 

P^iver Clyde saw Ainp.n'bdj.r doaghWyS 
niardiHjg' up gatigplaoks, sw'atti-iing dpw'n landing n.e|&V''sp|,3;shipg‘ tp ' shore' 
drilling, -drillin^^ rhnt- first beachheath . ' 

Those of the-vATO^ 

hrifish tptnriiahdfis. .? Pop}- Ay cither a, -.grea y deal o f the tirtie/ added to th e 
rigyry-C'f, ,thiy';pe.dodr 

hutfdiiPihp- the ■jpreeed&g putt 3t -Xklwoia^^ 
back iii tpgJawdv.^-d^^ -wis,' libera}; Netwly. evetyohe, at ‘s.ornc 

-tfine or'-s^tHety gfap old .«tieets of ScorJand'% ancient- 

cit.iti resaunded to tbi;: soUfTdj uf A men cans on k-aet*. 

. BdsWv'cr, 0.n Oct, > 'j-p-^z.'-k was wArh a general fseijiig of relief 

tint oPfictTs and men boarded transrpotK- for rhe- first rest — the fiiir shot 
,ac.tht .real diiug. Two ships earnddi the main bods' ot tht ttgunem. • 
Tficre was ,i-htd'Vi'’'ai'Avii:k Ca.vElc*', and the '‘I'luch-cs'"' o* -lk-dford'\ a Ahtp 
pf evil; njenhHy/,tn-hht ^dtl^ CJott'-ipad^^^ abd po'prlv vphtilhEtaif the 
hecaroe' to;; sofitt- bf -her passengers, tlte ^''dirty Duthus^". A bbAt;of . shallow' 
d rad, buth pfighiall'y -f ov the LawerppcdAMphPTed) f UU, she roded , pHSSjfably! 
irt,;T 0 u|h. weather, ^ suffering spuls who rnadg- t%\Fi 

ffebdEUhk^iV-ldudse&s - : ‘'Cy';- f V- A; \ 
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Another k,n«|ing - -ape? foiloweii 



Anotner roimweii , one c^venng; a ol 

^evtrar lia^^jafter the- ihiftal hoif^fhgv^ 

hsjiring ihe ifith oo: ijes-^fir^^^ War Jh slfpgfd upt- of 

Btenctdl; Harbor,' :^o.tlatiii, This,'M:a’^ pn,'0£iober . ' r . ' 

; At'sea — 'tailing, down rbe. coast of t- pe-, .Ni>v-£i«£'ct- i., the- 

troops told tIVeif missiorf. pfbcce4'irtt9.ihe Xtiilf jc-f 'Ar/retv to 
land, as Gowkw t,S^.on^^ and.-Dactiesoe, clfar 

tltbve beaches, br-gaoiz^ and pfoecs'd :3gamst Algeria’s 

prineipal - th thb 'Wcst{ , ttfie ' j fi'th .Infantcy •'was to 

itta!adt-.'.Afficai’ . '''v- ' .'Nyi'i'' ' ‘y''’'v 

■ Every, m-an •r- rebftcfeif - T.H'en taken .through ever;/ 

step of the proposed ppefajldh -again ;afid agpi'rr,' EcVrv •ma’h knew hb- job,: 
when to dp fe and bdw' to wii .:y.pib eJptk.wbrJs 
pr.eti?ion, ThiUv'way fb / . ■'■' 



A un’d pf the 16th Iritontfy plods Its weary way along 
. , a blprth African road recently cleared of mines, 
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CHAPTER V 



Go gle 





International coJiT|?ifeaD,d corruption inifigue ;t 
natives — (liangmg; aUegistrtce of triiyil chieftain --r, 
sui^teing fcto North Africa ut NoVexafert ly^a • ' . 

That vras the Moditerranean-bordered top of the Coptinent 

<i»ihich the::^X Infantry- ,h?as to Invade. - ’ 

' It was Sth P-0ay. H-Hout w-is ar.har.ti, . 

The transpc^ offshore in ^hs fShJf of At^y..:Pow-n the rope nets 
hanging over their, sides swafnied the ihfaotfy^i droppmg assault 



Nahyes tn a North 
African hf ad titsrr' 
trolled Idth-. 



W^hat fottdwed was not a perfect operitioh., Eyefy phase did not 
.doyc-tail -with eyerp^ Other phase. Tldsi was nofa practice lahdifig -r-; rfiis 
wai$ war and in the real thing some things always go wrong. . 

Thfe/ ilotdht leaded in . command ; 0 f , rfieiboafe .catfyingv'thc, . Third: 
Battalion cduldah End, the lahd'm^ guide. Searching fpr bint, the- flotilla 
sta,jeted; put w.khod oFgahiilh|-:,yT^ ^ihlnures of s-earch were fruitless. 
Punhg. .the hurd p ■porrfoh of his, ho-a^^^ through the formarton: 

b4hl, Otgartir,ied. E'y ’the Tirst fia,ttalJo»...'Cohfus^^ tannpant when 

sePen of the. original Hklve; boats from the Third ■ Barfalioo set out for, 
■s.hxice. ^ . >v. '•■'I' ' 

' A condtpshatadn is not .mtended. It *1 ;fiiteii merely. 

a$^ ah ,e>^Eply ..of idih mahy ildhgs End ^ g<x wropgi ih apy 

nhlitary dpefatipHf hd ro And! COTainly, ho,th|og c*an h 

more .cdmpl# ihdn -a major awiphibimis; assaultv . ■ i, ' ' ''1: 

'■.The yffehrf. .of. this tnalfimctiort .- WW'C sufficiently- ininor. t.o -prfmil 
the adva^ntage of '^’Orpnise vtp^ ie,t{dhed” la.TidsVig virtually uhdytecsedj. a 

hasty The: ;Thii.d' Battalion came ashore; in . the 

op!sMrf.s! .,C)f Arxe^y -Some of ;ite-€&m wefe mixed up with thp. r 8th 
Cart-djay ..Teami Qnc piatobn di .Company foug-hr Th^filshthg, 

ment ■With rfih' .f'Sth..,"^ ; ; - ^ 



rT>. 
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After tlie Third proceeded southwest to its assigned sector, in the 
vicinity of Damesme, and the First Battalion had landed near St. Leu, 
the regiment attacked in a generally southerly direction. 

In quick succession the nearby small towns fell to the 1 6th ’is steady 
advance. St. Leu, Caserne, Port Aux Poule, La Macta, La Cata, Legrand 
and Fleurus were the first of hundreds of cities and towns to be taken 
by the i6th during the next two and one half years of campaigning in 
Africa, Sicily and Europe. 

Once a foothold had been established and a sizeable force built up 
inland the move began towards Oran, the regimental objective. The First 
Battalion, commanded by Lt. Col. William Cunningham, assembled at 
Port Aux Poule and moved out towards Oran. The Second Battalion, under 
Lt. Col. Joseph B. Crawford, assembled at Le Grand, preparatory to 
moving on Oran ; and the Third, commanded by Lt. Col. Frederick A. Gibb 
(now a Colonel, and for 14 months Regimental Commander) remained 
at Demesme and its vicinity, prepared to assist the i8th CT in its attack 
on St. Cloud. 

while the First and Second Battalions attacked Oran on the following 
day, the Third secured the high ground at Assi-ben-Okba, captured the 
road junction and blocked out the enemy at St. Cloud. 

Enemy small arms, mortar and artillery fire held up the battalion 
at several points and some casualties resulted. Late in the afternoon the 
battalion, having accomplished its mission, was ordered to withdraw, then 
proceed to Oran. Enroute to Oran, heavy enemy resistance was encount- 
ered at Arcole. - ' 

The town was taken only after a four-hour skirmish. Ordered to 
join the Second Battalion, the Third was the victim, on November lo, 
of one of those mishaps that are a part of battle. Not realzing the 
proximitiy of friendly troops, the Second Battalion’s mortars fired on 
elements of the Third. Enemy artillery answered the mortar fire and for 
a short time the Battalion was pinned down. Contact with the Second 
was made, eventually, and the dangerous situation was relieved. 

The First and Second Battalions, together with the corresponding 
battalions of the i8th Infantry, attacked Oran immediately after arrival 
of the Third. However, the city capitulated before it was necessary to 
call the Third up from regimental reserve. 

In two days the i6th had successfully completed its initial operations. 



— 14 — 






Dicitizea b> Got.* 



Original ‘^om 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





CHAPTER VI 



With Oran duties for the next Aev^ttl 

WEks Verc. d^cttjta^Mon^I, 'The J?eci>ft ^tiy; Oirin- 

ta police the city,- The . ;<^mfnaiid became tc«y.«- and 

Arnerican.dkw ai^’ ^ 

yta'rrtSv- - '■■'■■■■'“■■■ ^ ^ : 

Th\i First l^AttaliOn :jet up arpiiAd the Tarafouri: A'bport.^ p^ 
d fibnt vvnv pc^sfiiblf hostile action. One company wa5 

' y ^';^h^; Third Battalapa -wa^^ of Ffoufas oh the,4tpad TA 

Ai^eW.’ Tji<^ spent- cohstdCTablel time In training; ^ \.' i 

In the ntiddic df E)cca^^ by all the. batialipns. 

The Thud relieved the Second in 'OraA; the Seco.nd taoh oyer the tyork- 
.pfTKbThWt At t|ie ai^rpoVt .and the ,Fit'»t tnbVed.datcrthe-T old area 
'around rleutos, _* ' -/ 

'. ; .At the week iilf Januarv' the'rdgirnent. wa^- relieved 

by d 'fegirneAt pF chc 34th Diyidbn,.ahd. idtliFwas .off to feneft- its 
campaign ingi . ■ . . . i ■ i,. ‘ ^ . -',■ _ : ■ 

, Ten -days Were spent ih. the ^vienitT pf Jd'«^vta<iue dc fdpn-s |a Algem, 
aftet which' a jq / mile, crbdc nio v^rpinc; tap regiment; to an entfaining 

point; at Tlatfrj/AlgeridrThs^^^^^^ ybp mUe furnp 

the i6rb m Gbclma. Amvmg bn januaef. .ii'-ad niovemetit 

.brought the '.reginient fo a biv-fttt^^ the vicMty -pf this town. , 

. After a one ri%ht/s,m)A a move was made by the FlT^t Battalion to 
the Ousselda Valley .to ; join ^ of the •; r«t Atbiored 

CUtvision,- 'This cemKnacjoHV elements ; of ;the.: s6'rh -Infantry and;- some 
iVench units were mideE tagixcal conammid of .the i^dl^ Corps, 

At, about tbhi time Gefrnan |oreei;-f^^ Fr'endi lioitv to the north' 
rbtd when the Tren.ch withdrew> the Germafi’ - menaced the Ousselcia and 
Siliana- ValleyA',' . , 

. , The 'Second Bittaironi folh?wred,-;the firw 48- hddfv later a .yas 
Ordered to the; v 5 citijy-'bfj;;|da^ ;Whih^ thhy :bat^aliA^^ was , enremte, 
orders ; vvere clianged -ihd the yginiyni,Xfes--;ThC 'T^ '.was 





eyrdcred to concentrate in the vicVnity of Siliana/. The two ba-ftaHons^ in 
combination with Brirish units- concentrated in the Ous'^ekia: Valle)' '^nd. 
recbnirioiccred fur positions from, which to counteracracH the iiermafls who 
w'Crv .attacking down the Sihana Valley from Pont ilu pahs. ' . 

. Aiiothcr order change found -the Second Battah&n. beinii a.ttadied ic 
a British Brigade of Infantry which w^as' short otre of iby dVn bSttalionv. 
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Meanwhile, the Second Battalion remained with the British for 
another 8 or lo days during which “G” Company made an attack on an 
important hill feature two miles in advance of the occupied positions. 
Its purpose was to secure outposts and obtain better OP’s for artillery 
observers. 

The hill was taken successfully, but before the company had a chance 
to reoi^anize a heavy counterattack by a regiment of enemy mountain 
infantry hit back at “G” and the Royal West Kent Regiment which was 
on the Second Battalion’s right. 

At the same time, a strong infantry attach supported by tanks hit 
the British Buffs who were defending the Siliana Valley, on the Robaa 
Pont du Fah Road. 

This attack was disastrous for “G” Company. Some 8o men were 
evacuated through the Battalion Aid Station. This does not include a con- 
siderable number listed as "KIA” and “MIA.” The company was with- 
drawn from the recently taken positions under the covering fire of the 
1 2th British Royal Horse Artillery 25 pounders. 

When the withdrawal was completed, “G” had only two officers 
and forty men remaining. Capt. Carl Steuzel was killed as was Lt. Pierce. 
Other officer casualties of the attack included Lts. Johnson and Nimmo 
of “H” Company, both of whom were severely wounded. 

It was during this action that the first Mark VI tanks were encoun- 
tered and destroyed by Allied forces. In the Buffs’ sector, gunners of the 
attached British 6-pounder Anti-tank Battery knocked out three with 
flanking shots as they were attacking an adjacent battalion of the Buffs. 

The remaining time spent here by the Second Battalion was 
comparatively quiet. The attached unit of French native Goumiers patrol- 
led frequently deep into enemy territory. 

This was a peculiar situation in that here was an American Battalion 
under a British Brigade which, in turn, was under a French Corps. The 
time spent lin this attachment was well worthwile since it gave the 
American troops an opportunity to better appreciate the fine fighting 
qualities of the British soldier developed through long campaigning in two 
or three hard years of war before our invasion of Africa. 

It was with much regret that the battalion ended its British affiliation 
when it was relieved by a battalion of French Tirailleurs Tunisiens. The 
Second went into a reserve position in an assembly area in the vicinity 
of Kezra, west of Serdj. 

At about this time the First Division assumed command of all troops, 
American, British and French, operating in the Ousseltia Valley. 

During all of the preceding time, the First Battalion had been in the 
vicinity of the Roman ruins in the north central part of the Ousseltia 
Valley. On the left of the Third Battalion, their mission was to block to 
the north. They were outposting a wide gap between the valley and the 
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As soon as possible a reconnaissance was made to contact the 26th 
Infantry and also down the Bou Chebka-Tebessa-Gafsa Road to contact 
a Ranger Battalion which was defending in that direction. 

The Second Battalion had arrived at its rendezvous point for the 
CCB meeting at about 1700 in the afternoon. At approximately 0100 the 
next morning, CCB took up positions east of Djebel El Hamra, in the 
Kasserine Valley bowl, protecting the pass on the Kasserine-Tebessa Road. 
The Second Battalion was then ordered to positions in the vicinity of 
Oulad Mahfoud to cover certain passes leading into the Kasserine Valley 
bowl. 

Additional artillery battalions, of which the 33rd Field Artillery was 
one, were sent in to aid the combat command. The Second was given the 
additional mission of protecting these battalions which had positions at 
the foot of the pass leading into the valley. These artillery positions were 
actually in the valley itself. 

Two mornings later, in heavy fog, as the 7th Field Artillery was 
going into position with the 33rd, through Oulad Mahfoud Pass, a fierce 
German attack came out of the fog. 

“G” Company with elements of the 6th Armored Infantry Regiment 
were protecting the batteries at this time. Suddenly the all-out German 
attack hit the defensive positions and the Germans pressed forward to 
hit CCB and its attachments in the northwestern portion of the bowl. 

The First Battalion moved immediately to the northern pass on the 
Kasserine-Tebessa Road to protect against a further breakthrough. One 
battery of the 33rd Field had been overrun by this time. The 7th Field 
was having a terrible time attempting to achieve some kind of order out 
of the chaos that had resulted when the attack came while they were still 
moving. 

Reacting admirably, the battalion reversed its transportation, got its 
guns on high ground and, as the fog lifted at 0900, this battalion, with 
additional artillery support and the combined forces under CCB, piled 
into the enemy. Once the fog no longer protected the Germans, the 
American advantage in position counted heavily. Terrible casualties were 
inflicted on the attadcers and a slaughter ensued. The German forces lost 
very heavily and their casualties increased as the day advanced. 

The Third Battalion counterattacked in the area where the enemy 
had overrun the 33rd Field Artillery’s battery and by evening all positions 
were restored. 

Before dusk, a battalion of American tanks counterattacked into the 
valley and the Germans were completely routed. 

Following this dispersal of the enemy, plans were made immediately 
for the 1 6th to attack down the Kasserine-Tebessa Road to take the 
high ground in the vicinity of Kasserine Pass. The Third Battalion was 
to take the ground in the vicinity of Djebel Ed Djebbas a very high 
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Within another three or four days, the 6oth Infantry of the 9th 
Division relieved the First Division of the mission of holding the pass. 
The pass had ben mined by the British, by the French, by the Germans 
and by the Americans at one time or another. The result was that so 
many mines remained unrecovered that frequent casualties were suffered 
by both the British and Americans in the area. 

In early Mardi the First Division moved into an aseembly area for 
rest and replacement of battle casualties. These replacements came from 
the Third Division, who had been in an occupational role in Morocco. 
(At a later date, the First repaid the Third when the latter division suffered 
heavily.) 

After a week’s rest, during which the replacements were oriented, 
the First Division moved first to El Meredj from which, on March 12th, 
another move was made to Bou Chebka. 

The Americans were going to attach for the first time with a 
completely American organization. It was going to be the mission of the 
First Division and the II Corps under its new commander, Lt. Gen. 
Patton to seize Gafsa and the high ground near El Guettar and to press 
forward to gain contact with the British Eighth Army which was making 
a concerted attach through the Mareth Line in the vicinity of Medenine 
around the Gulf of Gabes. 

After being in an ajssembly area for three days the i6th moved to 
a previously reconnoitered assembly area north of Gafsa. A coordinated 
attach by the division followed. The i6th was in the center with the First 
Ranger Battalion on the left and the 26th Infantry on the right. Attacking 
towards Gafsa, on March i6th, the i6th Infantry’s line of advance was 
due south on the Gafsa-Tebessa Road. Attaching with two battalions 
abreast — the Third on the left. First on the right and Second in reserve, 
Gafsa, a former American outpost, was seized with little trouble. With 
elements of “I” Company first into the town, positions were immediately 
taken up on the northeast side of town astride the Gafsa-Maknassy road. 

While waiting there, the 18th and 26th were pushing past El Guettar 
While here, the Germans hit with a large scale counterattack. The morning 
of the attach, the regiment was in the Oasis, in division reserve. The Third 
Battalion was astride the El Guettar-Gabes Road, with “I” on the right, 
“K” and “L” on the left some 4 miles south of El Guettar. The companies 
wore situated on the high ground overlooking Guettania Valley. 

The enemy attached with such force that the German loth Panzer 
Division broke through into the valley. When the attach developed the 
i6th’s Second Battalion was ordered to the north of the road, left of the 
Third Battalion to cover the gap between the Third and the Third Bat- 
talion of the 1 8th. 

The Second Battalion, at noon, was ordered to counterattach and 
reseize the guns of the 32nd FA Battalion, which had been overrun by 
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the Germans in positions in front of the high ground on the north edge 
of the valley. 

At about 1700 in the afternoon, an intercept of a German radio 
message informed the Americans that the Germans were to make an all- 
out attack with heavy air support. The attack developed but, fighting 
superbly, the i6th and i8th with fine artillery support, beat it back. 

When morning came, it was found that the German forces had 
withdrawn during the night through the pass north of Djebel El Kreroua. 

Reorganizing at once, and with the Second Battalion relieving the 
Third of the i8th, the i6th was given a sector north of the Gafsa-Gabes 
Road. Two days later an all-out attack started which carried through the 
pass north of Djebel El Kreroua over djebel after djebel until the last 
high ground overlooking the Gabes Plain had been taken. During this 
action, the i6th was hamf>ered by lack of proper maps. For example, the 
smallest scale map available was 1:100,000. Many times units reported 
themselves on certain terrain features when they were nowhere near them. 
This was a confusion not due to lack of ability but to lack of the proper 
tools. 

The attack had started with two companies acting as a screening 
force, “A” and “L” Companies, under Major Charles Denholm, pushing 
to seize a line of departure. The plan called for the regiment to attack 
in a column of battalions with the First leading and the Third and 
Second following in that order. 

“A” and “L” Companies had difficulty securing their line of departure 
and the whole First Battalion had to be committed to secure the first 
objective, i /4 miles west of Djebel el Mcheltat. Both sides were suffering 
heavy casualties. The Third Battalion was committed on the night of the 
ist and the attack continued. Little progress was made during the day. 
The Second Battalion was committed in a night attack against prepared 
positions, well wired-in and supported by numerous batteries of German 
and Italian artillery. This night assault was successful with few casualties. 
However, before ammunition could be re-isupplied a counterattack sup- 
ported by Italian tanks forced the Battalion’s withdrawal, despite the 
fact that two tanks were knocked out. 

After the counterattack it was found that Capt. Maynard W. Files, 
Lt. Bonomi and nearly an entire platoon from “E” company were missing. 
It was later learned that they had been captured. Other casualties increased 
the severe losses in this action. 

The following day, the First and Third Battalions again attacked and 
secured the objective from which the Second had been driven. 

A day later, the Second attacked through the First and pressed on 
with the Third. The Third made little progress. “F” Company in the 
Second Battalion was badly mauled when it was caught on the open plain 
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in daylight by heavy infantry, mortar and artillery fire. During the 
encounter, Col. d’Alary Fediet was severely wounded as were S-2, Capt. 
Brosokas, and “F” Company’s Capt. Heil. Some fifty other casualties were 
evacuated from “F” Company alone. 

The next day the regiment found itself disorganized with all three 
battalions hudidled closely together in a wadi under the nose of the 
mountain, Djebel el Mdieltat. This was where the second line of enemy 
defenses had been. Up to this point it had been a slow costly battle. 

Task Force Benson of the First Armored Division attacked along the 
axis of the road in the valley in an attempt to relieve some of the pressure 
on the hard-pressed infantry of the First and Ninth Divisions. The Task 
Force achieved little. Evening found them barely abreast of the First 
Division. In the meantime, on the right, two combat teams of the Ninth 
Division, the 39th and 47th had been having rough going attempting to 
take Djebel Berda. 

One morning later, the First Battalion, under Major Denholm (Lt. 
Col. Cunningham had been wounded on the first morning of the attadc) 
struck out for Djebel Mcheltat with the 26th Infantry on the left. Evening 
found the First, Second and Third Battalions echeloned to the right rear 
with the right flank resting near the floor of Guettaria Valley. The left 
was on the djebel, which had been taken by the 26th. 

Two more days advance toward Djebel Chemsi ensued. Suddenly, 
from a condition of extreme resistance, the situation changed to one 
where there was little or no fight left in the defending forces. This startling 
change was explained when news came that Gabes . had been taken and 
the British Eighth Army was pursuing the enemy towards Sfax and Sousse. 

Two more days and on April 4th the i6th was back at the Oasis of 
El Guettar after which there followed six days of policing the battlefield, 
resting and bathing in the old Roman baths at Gafsa. 

On April 13th, the regiment moved to the Morsott assembly area for 
more rest prior to movement with the II Corps to the north flank of the 
British First Army for the final attack towards Tunis. 
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In the early hours of the Beja-Mateur series of actions, the i6th’s 
major effort was directed toward making contact with the enemy. On 
their left, the i6th was having some difficulty on Hill 576, but by daylight 
had moved up on line with the i6th whose First and Second Battalions 
had been leapfrogging companies until “K” Company reached the vicinity 
of Hill 394 where the first real opposition developed. 

Having reached this area, greater difficulties were bound to be 
encountered, for immediately ahead lay the most heavily fortified German 
positions on the road to Mateur. Not only did the enemy hold the higher 
ground but he held it with an abundance of automatic weapons and 
covering mortars and artillery. 

The Second Battalion meeting and weathering a minor counterattadk 
during the morning, pushed its forward elements out two or three djebels 
(hills) to the northeast. Meanwhile, the Third was being held up by 
stubborn resistance from 394. On their right, the i8th was having hard 
sledding. One counterattack cost that regiment half a battalion. 

In the midst of this, in mid-afternoon, came the flash news that 
General McNair, Chief of Army Ground Forces, had been hit. The 
general, on a tour of the African front, had been in the sector occupied 
by the i6th’s Second Battalion. He had been near the front when German 
artillery had come in. 

The general, in his own words, was “at the Battalion Aid Station in 
ten minutes.” 

The 1 6th continued to dispute the rugged Tunisian djebels with the 
Germans the remainder of the afternoon and evening. Hill 394 remained 
the Third Battalion’s stumbling block. Heavy fire from its crest cost 
several casualties. With the situation still materially unchanged at 2300 
hours. Colonel Taylor’s order went out to all units . . . “There will be 
a general attadc all along the line at 0300. Take advantage of darkness. 
Watch flank to the east.” 

By 0645, Blue Battalion, the Third, had taken 394 and continued 
to advance. This move caused three companies of the enemy, outflanked, 
to withdraw to the northeast. Heavy shelling began to make 394 almost 
untenable. All officers in “K” Company were wounded or killed. First 
Sergeant Godwin, later commissioned in the field, took over command 
of the company. 

On the left portion of the regimental front, the going was hard. Hill 
469 had resisted all day on the 23rd and continued to hold out on the 
24th. Combined efforts of “B” and “I” Companies showed some progress, 
but by midafternoon, the enemy still held out along its crest. 

The quality of resistance can be judged from the fact that most of 
the prisoners taken were wearing Russian campaign ribbons. There was 
no doubt that the enemy was using the best troops he had. 

However, by late afternoon, Maj. Charles J. Denholm’s First Battal- 
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Second Battalions moved abreast, with the Third in reserve. High ground 
to the front, objective for the day, was taken. 

Hill 609 would soon be the immediate objective to be taken. Indeed, 
late that night, it was mentioned in a message to Battalions from Capt. 
Lauten, Regimental S-2: 

“I want reports from Bns as fast as I can get them. They are 
essential. PWs should be sent back as soon as they are taken. The 
same goes for Arabs. 609 is the home of the Arab leader who has 
incited all the Arabs in this district to help the Germans. We want 
his whole tribe if we can get them. ...” 

The entire front was scheduled to move the following morning. 

The 1 6th pushed alone. 

At 0718, the regiment was holding positions between hills 531 and 
455, directly in front of 609. Troops to the right and left were not 
advancing. The i6th was drawing all enemy fire. 

Division Artillery was called for but could not be obtained since 
609 was exit of the division sector, beyond the range of its guns. 

Vigorous protests from the i6th to division and corps brought action 
from troops on the flanks. Division Artillery moved up, and a few minutes 
later took the forward slope of 609 under fire. Shortly after the artillery’s 
covering fire began, the First and Second Battalions began to move again. 
Meanwhile, enemy forces were forming on hills to the left of 609 prepar- 
ing for a counterattack. 

Throughout the day the battle continued through the chalk cliffs 
surrounding 609 and 523. The assaults were reminiscent of the bloody, 
bitter charges Pickett’s gallant men had made at Gettysburg. Doggies 
advanced, fired, fell, scrambled on, always heading toward the summit. 
Heavy smoke hung over the hills — the sounds of battle were continuous, 
overpowering — the heat from the blistering African sun, almost unbearable. 

By evening it had become apparent that the key to the fall of 609 
was the taking of Hill 323. 

Throughout the night, the Second Battalion continued to hammer 
away at 523. Morning of the 29th came and it still held out. Heavy 
artillery pounded its slopes and its crest, unmercifully, throughout the 
day. Resistance continued. 

Finally in the pre-dawn hours of April 30th, Lt. Col. Denholm, 
himself, led an assault by the First Battalion. With fixed bayonets, they 
charged irresistibly to the top — and were almost immediately surrounded! 

Only one message was received from the colonel and his assault 
platoons after that. Desperate efforts were made to rescue the force. 

Routes for tank use were reconnoitered and found covered by high- 
velocity guns; several times troops were used in attempts to clear 609, 
thus flanking 523. The enemy held out, counterattacked, and finally took 
Denholm and the remnants of two platoons. 
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Again that evening the troops suffered the demoralizing effects of 
having their own artillery hit them. “I” company suffered most and when 
it was lifted from their positions, two companies from the adjoining 
135th Infantry received it for several minutes. Several times during the 
day, enemy dive bombers worked over our artillery and, later, concen- 
trated several missions on the infantry. 

Grim news began to come back to the Regimental CP. Three men 
from “B” Company had come back to Lt. Col. Stone of the Third Battal- 
ion with the information that “B” Company had run into a trap. Most 
of the company had been killed or captured. At that time, the enemy 
was counterattacking fiercely almost everywhere on the i6th Infantry’s 
front. Tanks had finally reached the Third Battalion Hill 531. Their 
engines added another note to the din of battle. Over the Third’s CP, 
enemy time fire was forming an umbrella of bursting shells. 

Terrific artillery fire from many battalions was hitting the enemy 
as he endeavored to dislodge the i6th from the portions of Hills 523 and 
609 that were still in its hands. Slowly the tide turned, doughboys ad- 
vanced and the German gave way. The tanks advanced — came up to 
Hill 523. Word came that Hill 609 had finally fallen to the regiment on 
the left. 

An attempt was made to push the attack — keep it going — by getting 
the armor out ahead. This was not successful. More enemy counterattacks 
were forming. Their hills still bristled with a multiplicity of anti-tank 
guns, machine guns, mortars and riflemen. 

The first counterattack came against Hill 523. One of the regiment’s 
companies was dislodged, retreated part way down the hill. While 
prepared fires were getting into shape to help against the counterattack, 
Capt. Edward Wozenski’s “F” Company, and Capt. Southworth’s com- 
pany were holding. The enemy continued to come from the north — but, 
slowly, things were beginning to shape up favorably, despite the counter- 
attack. The situation gradually began to get under control. 

General Terry De la Mesa Allen, First Division commander, con- 
gratulated the men on the way they had fought and Col. Taylor for the 
manner in which he had maintained tactical control and personal super- 
vision throughout the enemy counterattacks. 

This condition did not last for long. Before midnight, bad news hit 
the Regimental CP again. Germans had retaken 523! 

At that point the First Battalion had 225 men, less than one officer 
per company, and no officers in “A” Company. Lt. Col. Denholm, Bat- 
talion commander and two platoons of “A” Company were missing. In 
the early morning hours, a First Aid man, who had escaped, returned 
with the information that many of those missing had died, others were 
still on the hill, wounded, and the remainder, including the battalion 
commander, had been captured. 
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it was known that enemy resistance in the immediate area was not 
organized. There were strong points holding out, there were scattered 
artillery pieces, and occasional tanks, but the hard, unbroken line of 
German defenses had been penetrated. 

This situation continued through two or three days, with information 
gradually developing the picture of coming complete German defeat. 

Mateur — the ultimate objective of this drive — finally was declared • 
free of the enemy. Bizerte fell, and all along the small length of coast line 
left to the Germans, overloaded ships, barges, — anything navigable — 
were leaving Africa. Some escaped. Many were sunk by American planes. 

One of the queer turns of events of those past few days, occurred 
when American aircraft bombed and strafed a German prison ship, car- 
rying Americans toward Sicily. Abandoned by its German crew, the ship 
was taken over by the captive Americans and brought back to shore under 
command of none other than Lt. Col. Denholm, who had been taken 
with a sizeable part of his battalion in the bitter fighting on Hill 523! 

Only a bit of mopping up by patrols remained. It had been a costly, 
long, drawn-out battle for both sides. 

At the end, the i6th attended burial and memorial services. Colonel 
Taylor and Chaplain Deery addressed the regiment, assembled in a wheat 
field. 

The Beja-Mateur campaign was over — the African campaign ended 
— the Continent recovered. 
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CHAPTER VIII 
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aboard its LCI’s for La Goulette, Tunisia, where it disembarked for a 
several day’s stay at a concentration area. Poorly supplied, poorly housed, 
and poorly fed at this camp, the i6th suffered an all time low in morale. 
However, the knowledge that great doings were in the offing that a new 
invasion was only days away renewed interest and improved the spirits 
of the command. 

Invasion rumors flew thidi and fast. S-i, with Capt. Ralph as Ad- 
jutant, bustled with activity. Capt. Lauten’s S-2 completed its final prepar- 
ations. Swamped with maps, overlays and reports, S-3, under Major Carl 
Plitt, was elbow-deep in the elaboration of plans for landing operations, 
frontal and flanking movements once this next beach was taken. Jam- 
packed with supply demands and assignments, S-4, commanded by Major 
Hicks, labored titanically to dovetail all its problems. 

By the ist of July, the remainder of the regiment had started to load 
aboard vessels in the harbor at Algiers. Units, via motor and road 
marches, were in constant movement towards that port. Troop transports, 
destroyers, cruisers and sub-chasers crowded the quays. 

On the 3rd and 4th of July, main elements of the i6th completed 
their loading. Col. Taylor and his staff were aboard the USS Elizabeth 
Stanton. As a precaution, an alternate CP was established on the USS 
Thurston, with Executive Officer, Lt. Col. John H. Matthews, com- 
manding. 

On July 8, 1943, the mighty fleet that had been assembling for weeks 
past, put out from its North African ports. At sea, booklets on Sicily were 
distributed. The i6th Infantry learned that it was to carry the brunt of 
the invasion — that it was to land and establish a beach head a few 
miles east of Gela, on Sicily’s southern coast. An eye-witness account of 
the landing operations best describes this invasion. The excerpt that fol- 
lows is from the “Invasion Journal” prepared from the Unit Journal and 
his own observations, by Cpl. Samuel M. Fuller, of the i6th. 

“July 9th, 1943 

“Indications of action take place. Navy details fill water casks on 
life rafts. Rubber boats that our scouts will use to go ashore in advance 
of assault waves are pumped with air. 

“1800 hours finds the wind raging. Scores of men are ill. General 
quarters is sounded. The first four waves are to be called to stations at 
2145 hours. 

“2340 hours — boat crews are summoned. 

“2349 hours — the first wave is summoned to its boat stations. 

“2351 hours — Scouts and scout teams are called. 

July loth, 1943 
“D-DAY .... 

The black sky is filled with death. Tracers streak from ship to shore. 
Big guns seek out enemy stationary coastal guns. Flashes on the horizon. 

— 34 — 



Gouglc 



Origiral ‘^om 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 











;;ft . 



AFritoV trriqenTdins 
i • £jqd .' “desferFsi ]' Its 
Aept Vgnd^^ 
its j.bufolqg aridity 
arid freezing rotns 
mode the jgoing 
rough in __this first 
campoigri of - 
W<wid War a. 



i(Sth tnfonfry tiflecnen nidye couhdusiyjirito a tpwrr presurirobly cleaned 

v.vdf OGCosionql iurMrig ^sriiper. 



r® 


PS 






4 3bI 










' 'J' '- ' . — 










>'f^' . 











Shells hursthtg like long follhig peal of 

jthuniler; The ertsh 9.I" inanely wit 

'piped gver;;th^;shipx"bfda^ / ' 'i - .;;v 

“First ^eafe to your \ V 

.Dbggiii’^i, sprhVf 00 douhje 'to 'their .Stations^^’’.^^ ; 



It Gb(;"<ij>qrifcs £;■ Denholm joins .his m;9rmsnraF Cofflmdnd['et> . Got. 
Geprge iA; Teyiot* o. of coffee Itnfrtedioffily offer 
fro#; ion- ship in Tunis Hqrbo.r, May 29^^ 



. ‘-Ilig gyrts duel- Crinison^^.^^^ on tlie horii?;dii., A fir? breaks ooeT 

Paratroopers iJcscendjh^ there is: a great seafthUght bl md.ihg a plants 

Npiv, A, tretnecddukV';.exp i‘s the eto-slt itid . the.-piahb fe 

ablage and ;f5,futcsydrp^ crash and the great .lighhis blifided. Jt; is 

tike 4th celebth^^ that h all- But it 

h- the greatest fireworks- in history,, 

So that is C^laf boat. E>o we see ihe‘'aricicut 

Qeia founded by icttlers from Rhodes* and Crete, in 6'ftS R. C^ ' ■ 

we feiurirvg -at au island^^ of the greatest r^ncidhi w 

■ ^re. svetwajtang- to .land 00 the beach where once /upon a tirny -a 
Rprn<ftt praeiof. Ikech 5^ the js|and under - Romkh ' tdsk- 





37 — 



Digitized d 



. Google 



Cngiral from 

UNIVrKSITY OF MICHIGAN 







masters, where the free population died out? Are we sweating out a dash 
across this famous mountainous, volcanic island? Do we remember l^ends 
of the Vandals who had come and withdrawn, and the Goths who had 
been driven out — and finally the Saracens? 

Is history repeating itself? 

It appears that way. The elements are against us. The sea is furious. 

OOJ7 hours, the first wave is lowered away. Rope nets smash against 
the sides of the boat. And they continue to smash. A man falls, but is 
not seriously hurt. Two men below in the landing craft clutdi at the 
ends of the rope ladder, hold it taut. Others descend. Will this be the 
finish before we begin? How can such a small craft remain alive in a whirl- 
pool of fury? 

Then, as if the little and the big gods on their Olympic heights have 
taken a fancy to make the task easier for us, the sea is suddenly calm. 

Green lights blink at red lights and yellow lights and messages il- 
luminate the blade, noisy night from craft to craft whose silhouettes are 
grim against a blazing horizon. 

“Second wave to your station.” 

Even as the command rings through the vessel, we know that the 
storming of Sicily has begun. It is perfectly timed, competently carried 
out. Sicily, the last natural wall before Europe, looms up in the dark. 
LCI’s plow forward. Guns wink at the enemy. 

Safeties off, pieces ready, we crouch in crafts. Ahead, across the sand 
dunes, is our objective; the beach a few miles from Gela. Doggies, squint- 
ing through the night, catdr a glimpse of land from the flash of guns. 

One man, binoculars glued to his eyes, says, “Looks like Coney Island 
on a lousy, lonely night.” 

But we are not lonely. We are jammed in the craft. 

The warning comes, “She’s gonna hit!” 

We steel ourselves for a blow, await the jar. The LCI shoots into 
the sand, comes to a sudden halt. Many of us are thrown. The ramp 
drops. Machine gun bullets cradc past us. Doggies splash forward. Little, 
dark, death-dealing figures we are, soaked waist-high, guns held aloft, 
dashing through the surf, sprinting across the sand toward the enemy! 

“My toilet paper and tobacco got wet”, gripes a soldier. 

Pfc. Howard Brown, Jr. crouched, tense, standing next to T/Sgt. 
Rideout, also awaits the jar in his craft. The ramp falls, bringing enemy 
machine gun fire. Brown feels something drop against his leg. In the 
darkness he reaches down. 

“Somebody’s pack,” he yells. “Somebody left his pack.” 

But it is no padc. It is T/Sgt. Rideout, shot through the head. 

The surprise first blow at the island staggers the enemy. Italian 
morale suffers. Shoulder artillery takes its bow again, as it did in North 
Africa. The famed bazooka, long-secret rocket anti-tank gun, is used effect- 
ively against camouflaged pillboxes along the beach. 
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Across steep dunes plod the soldiers. Red and White Battalions are 
assaulting. Behind these barriers an Italian company holds a defensive 
position. This is quickly disposed of and the Italians drop their arms. 
Others vainly fire a few brave rounds. All of them soon scatter, bolt. 
Most of them are captured later. 

We move inland, meeting little resistance. A pill box. Then, another. 
A few madiine guns. They are knodked out. The flat beach, some fifty- 
yards wide, has no other construction. 

Other assault waves follow, while the forward CP group, commanded 
by Lt. Col. Matthews, advances on Red Beadi with part of Red’s assault 
troops. Shelling is heavy, continuous. The advance CP sets up, temporarily,, 
in a grove near the beach at 0500 hours, makes contact with Red and 
White via radio. But it is too dangerous to remain here. Jerry shells 
ring them. 25 minutes later they proceed to a CP site planned for in 
advance. The 7th F. A. maintains a radio in the area. Remainder of the 
group moves on. 0600 hours the new CP is established alongside a series 
of small caves facing the sea about a mile away. 

Companies proceed to their assigned assembly areas. Reorganization 
is completed swiftly. Further orders are issued. We advance . . . 

Light resistance is encountered. A few miles inland organized resist- 
ance is met. At the Niscemi Road crossroad, armor is encountered in 
support of a strongpoint. This halts us for a while. Enemy artillery is 
light. Overhead there are enemy recon planes. 

Bombing of the beadi begins. Having no direct air support, we are 
able to send up only light adk-ack, which is ineffective. It is only natural, 
thereafter, that repeated attacks by low-flying planes make life miserable 
for us.” 

The 1 6th worked its way inland several thousand yards before 
meeting determined resistance. This was fortunate since promised as- 
sistance by a paratroop battalion did not materialize. Highly publicized 
naval gunfire also did not live up to expectations. 

In the first hours after daylight came, trouble began developing. The 
Second Battalion reported two company commanders, Capts. Wozenski 
and Janney, missing, although their companies remained intact. 

By 0830, the enemy had begun to hit back with tanks. Two appeared 
in front of the First Battalion; 6 more hit the Second. At 0900, the 
Second Battalion received a staggering blow from 10 — 16 tanks on the 
Niscemi Road. 

Division ordered a battalion to be pushed out in an attempt to seize 
Niscemi, 10 — 12,000 yards to the northeast, by nightfall. Sometime later, 
the First Battalion was confronted by 30 tanks on the Niscemi Road. 
Enemy morale seemed to be sagging. If it were possible to get by the 
tanks, it appeared likely that Niscemi might be readied that day. How- 
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ever, anti-tank guns and armor were still aboard the invasion fleet. Only 
artillery and naval gunfire could be used as a threat to the enemy armor. 
Artillery worked against one group of ii-ton Italian tanks, but the 
naval gunfire was too highly inaccurate to achieve much damage. 

For several hours infantry, alone, faced armor — a great deal of 
armor. In the middle of the afternoon, a few American tanks came off 
the landing craft, off the beach to give assistance. Through the next 
several hours, more defensive and offensive equipment accumulated. A 
few Tank Destroyers, a few anti-tank guns. But the odds against the 
1 6th remained high. When the German counter-attack hit in full force, 
chances were good that the regiment would be pushed back into the sea. 
There could be no retreat. It had to be a question of victory or annihil- 
ation! 

On July nth, the i6th Infantry fought one of the most desperate 
battles of its history. It was purely a defensive battle — a struggle for 
existence. 

Shortly after midnight. The First and Second Battalions were coxmter- 
attacked by tanks and artillery. They held their positions at the cost of 
many casualties, but informed regiment that if such an attack occurred 
after daylight, they would be forced to withdraw unless additional 
support could be given them. 

Frantic efforts were being made to get tanks, artillery, anti — tank 
guns — anything that night help throw back the anticipated assault by 
the Panzer Division which was becoming increasingly active to the immed- 
iate front. 

Fighting with the equipment at hand — little more than the indiv- 
idual soldiers’ arms, the regiment met the head-on attack of the Herman 
Goering Panzer Division, the elite armored division of the German Army! 
At 0900 hours, the Second Battalion knocked out two heavy German tanks. 
At 0920, the Third Battalion knocked out a tank. However, five more 
remained, just out of range, to this battalion’s front and an undetermined 
number were spread out across the regimental front. 30 were concmtrated 
at a crossroads less than a mile to the north. Other smaller groups were 
scattered in the same general area. 

Part of the group of 30 took the few 57 mm anti-tank guns under 
fire. The hope of the regiment was that Cannon Company, news of whose 
landing had reached the CP shortly before, would arrive in time to put 
direct fire on these heavy concentrations of enemy armor. 

A momentary despair seized the regiment when it developed that 
Cannon Company was being used for division. It appeared to no one 
that any other need for this unit could be as dire as the i6th’s. Com- 
munication with division informing them of the desperate situation 
brought permission to have the company returned to regimental control. 
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At 10 10, Lt. Ridimond, Third Battalion, reported 30 tanks just off 
the road, 1200 yards N. E. of the intersection of the Gela-Niscemi 
Highway. 

A few minutes later. Major Marklis reported, “We are in heavy 
conflict with tanks.” 

Cannon Company, the one salvation in this emergency, had not yet 
arrived. Two 57’s were knocked out and most of their crews lost. 

At 1100 hours, a message from the 26th Infantry reported, “Enemy 
tanks headed southeast along highway, just back of Yellow and Blue 
Beaches. Beadi dumps being attacked.” The enemy had smashed through 
and was heading straight for the shore to destroy supplies and out the 
regiment off from its support and also from any possibility of retreat. 

Lt. Col. Denholm, First Battalion commander was wounded shortly 
after 1100 o’clock. Elsewhere the battle was going against our forces. 

Riflemen cannot fight tanks, with rifles. 

At this point Col. Taylor ordered, “Under no circumstances will 
anyone pull back. Take cover from the tanks but don’t let anything else 
get through. Cannon Company is on its way. Give orders for everyone 
to hold positions.” 

He sent the following message to Division G-3: “Situation critical. 
We are being overrun by tanks. In Col. Crawford’s area (2nd Bn.) the 
enemy has placed 10 tanks in front of him and has ringed him with an 
additional 30. We have no idea what is going on to the east of us.” 

Past noon, on into the afternoon, the i6th continued to hold most 
of its positions. Casualties were heavy, some points were lost. But through 
it all, the regiment continued to inflict casualties on the enemy. In the 
middle of the afternoon, the Second Battalion accounted for four tanks. 

Hard-hit, the First Battalion was fighting with remnants of its ori- 
ginal strength. Major Driscoll, who had replaced the wounded Lt. Col. 
Denholm had difficulty piecing these remnants together into a coordinated 
unit. 

The one saving feature of the day’s activities was the fact that the 
enemy had no infantry to exploit their tank successes. 

However, at 1930 hours, 20 truckloads of infantry unloaded on the 
Second Battalion’s left flank, ij minutes later, another 35 truckloads de- 
trucked. More infantry appeared on the ridge in front of the regiment. 

At about this time, the Cannon Company arrived. loy’s rolled into 
position overlooking the road. German tanks continued to advance. They 
rolled down the hills with the Mediterranean in sight before them and 
then, in the space of minutes, the enemy’s entire striking force was crippled 
as Cannon Company proceeded methodically to knock out tank after 
tank. Result: lo-ij tanks destroyed in a few minutes’ time, the backbone 
of the attack broken, and a withdrawal by the remainder of the enemy’s 
striking force. 
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CHAPTER IX 
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victim to the rumor. I want to state in these instances that these acts were 
committed not only by the youngest soldiers but also by NCO’s and 
warrant officers. Panic, “panzer fear” and the spreading of rumors are 
to be eliminated by the severest measures. Withdrawal without orders, and 
cowardice are to be punished on the spot, and, if necessary, by the use of 
weapons. I shall apply the severest measures of courts martial against 
such saboteurs of the fight for the freedom of our nation, and I shall not 
hesitate to give death sentences in serious cases. I expect that all officers 
will use their influence in order to suppress such an undignified attitude 
in the Panzerdivision Hermann Goering. 

(signed) CONRATH 
Commanding General 
Hermann Goering Division. 

Throughout the morning, the battle continued. Enemy ranks were 
knocked out; American tanks were knocked out. CCB (Combat Command 
B) of the assisting armored division was working west of the Niscemi 
Road, the i6th along the road. The main fight developed along the 
highway. Cannon Company, firing constantly and effectively, performed 
magnificently. 

More ^nks were knocked out during the morning than had been 
accounted for on the previous day when the tide of battle turned. 
Tcxlay’s destruction of the enemy armor was taking place with the i6th 
on the offensive — yesterday’s was in self-defense. Today’s was ac- 
complished with a fair supply of armor and anti-tank weapons. Yester- 
day’s was too often a case of riflemen fighting back with bazookas. 

By late afternoon, two battalions had pushed to a line a few hundred 
yards south of Priolo. One of these, the First, was in a bad way as far as 
the condition and number of men was concerned. Losses were heavy and 
the constant tension of the past two and a half days had taken its toll 
of physical strength. If anything, the Second Battalion was in worse shape. 
Reorganizing as they sought positions, the two battalions were in favor- 
able condition and held good ground by late evening. 

The enemy toll mounted. Their tanks burned all over the area. 
German and Italian dead dotted the Niscemi Road and the fields to either 
side. 

At 2340 hours, the i6th’s gallant Cannon Company was hit by 
devastating enemy artillery fire. The entire area seemed ablaze with 
burning half tracks and full tracks and a great deal of ammunition. 

Although it had been anticipated that the i8th would pass through 
the 1 6th while the latter reorganized, this did not occur and the i6th 
continued to push forward with armored support through the night. 
By daylight, muck of the ground between Priolo and Niscemi had been 
covered. The enemy was stubborn, but most of his efforts were confined 
to a bitter defense of strong points. Using armor these had been reduced 
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speedily throughout the night, and daylight found our forces just south 
of Niscemi. 

Shortly before looo o’clock, “G” Company moved into town. 

At noon, reorganization of regimental and battalion staffs, tentatively 
arranged during the battle when dictated by the loss of officers, became 
official. Major Driscoll took over for Lt. Col. Denholm. Lt. Col. Matthews 
replaced the wounded and evacuated Lt. Col. Crawford as commander of 
the Second Battalion. Major Plitt replaced Lt. Col. Matthews as Regimental 
Executive officer, and Capt. Russell Wight replaced Major Plitt as S-3. 

Considerable patrolling took up the remainder of the day and night. 
High ground north of the town was not occupied by the Germans but 
neither could it be occupied by the i6th since the enemy had observation 
plus plenty of fire power to make it untenable should the infantry succeed 
in readiing it. 

The next day, July 14, the i6th took up the advance again. Through 
the pre-dawn hours and up to mid-morning there was no contact with 
the enemy, who, apparently, had withdrawn during the night. At 0900, 
four tanks appeared 2000 yards to the Third Battalion’s front. They 
opened fire on the forward troop elements and their fire was returned. 
One of them was destroyed. 

Cannon Company whidi had lost the greater portion of its equipment 
in the bitter fighting of the first three days, took over three captured 
88’s, drew captured ammunition from supply and proceeded to use them. 

Only sporadic fighting, patrol clashes, and the wiping out of by- 
passed strong points occupied the regiment until evening of the 14th 
when more tanks were encountered. The supporting artillery battalions 
were having trouble in their areas with butterfly delayed action bombs. 
A great many had been sowed by enemy aircraft the day before and 18 
to 24 hours later were exploding everywhere. Not many casualties 
resulted, but their effect on morale was not to be ignored. 

The fighting at this time, was taking place over the same ground 
where Scipio Africanus had battled the great Hannibal in some of the 
bitterest campaigning of the ancient Punic wars. 

By daylight on the 15th of July, “K” Company had reached a point 
just west of San Michele, ij,ooo yards beyond Niscemi, to the north. 
Only a little mortar fire, and light enemy artillery had dropped in 
forward regimental areas during the night. 

The remainder of the day was spent in probing into territory to the 
front in an effort to learn just what the Germans had and were doing. 
Patrols worked towards Caltagirone which was scheduled to be taken by 
another unit. Late that evening, most of the i6th had been drawn off 
line and shortly after midnight were enroute by trudcs to a sector farther 
to the west. Pietro-Rieso was to be the first objective of the regiment in 
its part of a general westerly push by all American forces. 

- 46 - 



Digitizea b> Gou 



Origiral ‘^om 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





Traveliiog most of. the way in. the regiment encDuntered 

no resistance tbf6ng|v?ut The cjwet 

except for the steady^ blast , of our Long' Toms pooring shells ; 
eriemy, spLterhng^ a maSsave assaolt. 'Nupibmus patrols ^ere 

ip. action one ip determ in theTitilc town of Pieifp-perfera.; 

sev-cral others ivttcihpimg'^.w a fordable spot actoss the sniaU :riyer 
to' the nbfthv - • 









1 (5th Infantry ' dogigies s>yeaf put a cKoW line in the town pf Trolndi 



■ widt hdte& pudted Up from enetny 

diaries indtc-ated thacahe area i^tH ar this tune had been 

sirotigly held 'by the ehecay lesy than ^4 hours- ieifliety 'Ilielr Retreat had 
;hfeh in ; ihh' ^general dif ectidn :, df ; Tbtn a,' nyhhh ' peered - hewer defensive 
posi tions. y . . i' ,/‘''0 '■f’iV'-- i ;' '-.V ['■ 



I*'I0 








te: 









At I no hours, on July 17th, all three battalions were on line east 
and slightly to the north of Pietro-perzia. 7,000 to 8,000 yards to the 
northwest was Caltanisetta, the corps objective. Some uneasiness was 
felt (during the morning when enemy artillery fire came in from the left 
rear, southwest of Pietro-perzia. 

During the early afternoon, the Division Order for the i6th’s actions 
arrived. A verbal order from the Commanding General, it said, “You will 
take the high ground at 152761 and hold with covering force. Initiate 
reconnaissance. Cross Salso River under cover of darkness, secure high 
ground immediately across river so that bridges may be built. You will 
have two engineer companies, less one platoon, attached. You will receive 
maximum artillery support. You and the others have done a swell job to 
date.” 

Reconnaissance established the presence of enemy anti-tank weapons, 
tanks and infantry just across the river. An infantry company was ob- 
served, eating, on the far side of the stream. Artillery was called in on 
it, inflicting casualties and dispersing the group. 

At 1524, General Allen, in conversation with Col. Taylor, asked if 
fulfillment of the assigned mission would be possible that night. Col. 
Taylor answered, “Engineer work will make the whole thing possible.” 
The general then ordered a full battalion of engineers to be attached to 
the regiment. 

At 1640 hours. Major Plitt, S-3, called the OP and received a typical 
r'^port: 

“We see approximately a company of men at 142761. We see vehicles 
away from the house on Hill 326. On the right side of the house men are 
dug in on the east slope of the hill. On the north side of the bridge is an 
AT gun in a strawstack. At the other side of the road near the bridge is 
another AT gun. We see a tank, a big tank, in a grove at the crossroads. 
There is another tank on the left hand side of the road about 500 yards 
up from the river. We see a third tank on the twist of the road at 137779. 
We are shooting at it now.” 

7th Field Artillery fire was called in, immediately, on the other 
tanks and a few minutes later they were reported to have drawn back 
out of range. When the firing started, other, concealed tanks, also 
withdrew. One was knocked out in the withdrawal, while eight made 
their way bade to a point of somewhat more safety. These latter had 
infantry riding on them. 

At 2007 hours, one of the many little incidents and orders that make 
life around a regimental CP interesting came in. Division called Capt. 
Lauten, S-2. 

“We need two mules with baskets,” they said. 

“Two mules?” 
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“Yes. We want to send 4 Secret Service men across the line to your 
right flank. They are taking radio equipment with them. They need two 
mules and baskets. Try to get them in your area. Use the money you 
have. The men will wear civilian clothes.” 

Inheriting the assignment to dig up two mules in the hilly, sparsely 
inhabited terrain occupied by the i6th was a bit of misfortune. 

Capt. Lauten pho'ned the three battalions, passing the information 
on to them. “I need two mules with side baskets. Got to have them.” 

Meanwhile, reports continued to flow in from patrols. 

“300 men on the hill to the west of Grid Square 1576. 

“At 156790 — three men, digging in a machine gun.” 

Italians claimed that at 153789, the enemy had 100 tanks. 

At 2055 hours, Capt. Lauten reluctantly reported to division, “We 
can’t get the mules ... no one has seen one — not a single jadcass — in 
the area since morning.” 

Starting at 2200, all battalions started moving, preparing for the 
river crossing and the assault on the high ground which was to follow. 

Shortly after midnight, word was received from the 45 th Division 
that they had taken Caltanissetta with very little opposition. Their 
prisoners were all Italians. This confirmed the belief that the main effort 
would have to be directed against the high ground outside of town. This 
was the mission of the i6th. 

At 0210, Major Horner’s Third Battalion crossed the Salso. An hour 
later, the First and Third had not only crossed the river, but had readhed 
their first objectives. The whole thing up to that point had been surpris- 
ingly easy. Prisoners captured, later in the morning, attributed some of 
the enemy’s lade of fight to the heavy artillery preparations that had been 
devoted to softening them up. 

The forward companies appeared to be having things pretty much 
their own way for the next several hours. However, bade at the Reg- 
imental CP there were numerous distractions. Enemy bombers kept 
everyone confined to foxholes or their near vicinity during the morning. 
A barrage of enemy shells, while causing no casualties, hampered oper- 
ations, since operations maps, tables and phones had to be moved from 
one side of a mountainous hill to the other, in order to offer a less inviting 
target. 

Continuing a precedent that had been set at the beginning of the 
invasion, Italian troops surrendered in groups. 100 of them, carrying 
full padcs, marching in column, came down a road under German artil- 
lery fire to turn themselves in. 

Rumors began and then were confirmed that the Germans were 
blowing bridges in their rear in order to halt the precipitous retreat of 
their own troops. This cutting off of escape routes seemed to be in line 
with the order issued by the Hermann Goering Divison’s General Con- 
rath, a few days before. 
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Heavy artillery fire continued to hit the area of the CP the rest of 
the morning. There were casualties including some men killed. 

An effort was made by the 70th Tank Battalion during the afternoon 
to force a passage through to Enna, but heavy anti-tank fire knocked out 
enough of their equipment to make it necessary to withdraw. It was 
decided that if any drive towards Enna was to succeed, it would have to 
be made by infantry. Earlier in the day it had been understood that the 
Canadiians were to take Enna. In the evening. Division G-a reported 
that the Canadians had not taken the town, but were by-passing it. It 
became apparent that the i6th might well except to work back to the 
northeast and take it. 

All day, on July 19th, the i6th pounded away at the enemy to the 
north. He was particularly troublesome in the vicinity of Villa Rosa. 
The advance had slowed, there was much patrolling and a great exchange 
of artillery and mortar fire. 

A comparatively quiet night was climaxed at 0817 in the morning 
when a patrol from “K” Co. reported that it had been within mile of 
Enna. The Germans, it said, had left the town at 0800. 

Other observations seemed to prove the accuracy of this report. One 
sure sign was the fact that civilians were working around their farm 
houses. 

An immediate move was in order. The Third Battalion started for 
Enna, followed by the Second Battalion, and later, the First. 

Shortly after 1100, our troops were in Enna and going forward. 
Little difficulty was encountered in clearing the city. 

On the 2 1 St most of the day was spent in acti ve patrolling and 
observation of the enemy’s activiities around Leonforte, to the east and 
a bit north of Enna. Something big seemed to be shaping up. In other 
parts of the island there were reports of successful engagements — ad- 
vances by the 45th Division, the expected fall of Palermo to the 3rd 
Division assisted by an armored division, advances by the Canadians and 
by the British. 

In the sector occupied by the i6th and her sister regiments of the First 
Division, the i8th and 26th, trouble seemed to be brewing. Enemy tank 
activity was on the increase. Vehicular movement was noted frequently. 
It appeared that division was going to order a swing to the north with 
Nicosia as a possible objective. 

Large groups of American bombers pounded away at the road from 
Nicosia to Troina. Civilians drifted into regimental hands frequently. All 
of them reported a great deal of activity on the Nicosia-Troina road, 
adding that most of the traffic was headed for Nicosia. 

Patrol activity continued through the 23rd. A platoon from the First 
Battalion went out as a combat patrol to try to work its way into 
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The following day the regiment moved into a reserve position behind 
the 1 8th and 26th Infantry on the Gangi-Sperlinga Road. Orders were 
that the i6th would be committed on the right flank of the division in 
the all-out attack on Nicosia and Sperlinga. 

Towards evening of the 25th, the i6th started to push out in earnest. 
By this time it had worked up to a point north and west of Sperlinga, 
whidi, in turn, was north and west of Nicosia. 

Third Battalion, Major Horner commanding, was leading the attack 
on an number of high hills. Reports of heavy fighting came in from other 
areas. The Canadians and Germans were duelling fiercely with artillery 
around Nicosia. 

Throughout the night the entire regiment was under heavy artillery 
fire. Early in the afternoon orders came to continue the attack towards 
Sperlinga. A great many of the enemy had been observed in the vicnity 
of this town. Numerous strong points were known to have been set up 
between the town and the 16th which was 5 — 6,000 yards to the north- 
west. Civilians reported as many as 10,000 troops between Sperlinga and 
Nicosia. 

The fighting in this area was stiffer than anything for the preceding 
several days. No longer were Italians coming in in droves to give them- 
selves up. No longer were the German units fleeing precipitately before 
the i6th’s rapid advance. 

Until after midnight, the regiment advanced more or less on schedule 
although encountering small arms fire frequently and enduring the almost 
constant artillery fire that had been a problem for several days. 

The Second Battalion reached its second objective for the night at 
midnight. A little later reports came in that Capt. Wozenski’s company 
“G” had run into stiff opposition. It was a fight at close range with 
machine guns cutting up the attackers while they drove in to within 
grenade throwing distance. 

Major Horner, heading for the second objective with his Third Bat- 
talion had casualties from mortar fire and was worried about his exposed 
left flank. The organization counted on to protect it had not been able 
to keep pace. Shortly after reporting at 0130, contact was lost with Major 
Horner. It was believed that there were enemy to his rear. 

The attack continued throughout the early morning hours. When 
daylight came, Capt. Wozenski was well out ahead of the remainder of 
the Second Battalion, but was receiving a great deal of machine gun fire 
which had halted the advance. 

On the left, in the Third Battalion sector, “I” company ran into trouble 
in a wadi. Fired on with small arms from the rear, they took a beating 
from a battery of 75’s and mortars to the front. Plodding ahead they 
were confronted by a strongpoint less than 50 yards away. A quick fierce 
charge resulted in 4 German, j Italian prisoners, and capture of the little 
sector they had defended. 
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The attadi continued but progress was almost imperceptible. 

Stiff resistance forced a search for bypasses. Rugged terrain and steep 
slopes made most of those discovered impracticable. Mules were needed 
badly to haul supplies to the Third Battalion. A request to division 
brought the answer, “30 burros can be picked up at the City Hall in 
Gangi at 1500.” 

Slow, hard work faced the regiment all afternoon. Slight advances 
were made; the Third Battalion pushed “K” Company out one more hill, 
south of the Sperlinga road; but casualties mounted. Enemy artillery still 
took its toll and accurate enemy sniping was costing casualties in the 
Second Battalion. 

At 1630 the war had to be forgotten momentarily in the regimental 
CP when impatient Italian civilians insisted on payment for their mules. 

At 2000, tanks passed through a valley to the left of the Third Bat- 
talion to clean out enemy pockets. Later they were driven back, leaving 
two of their number burning in a wadi to the front. 

Hill 834, whicJi had been holding out for more than 24 hours was 
assigned to the Third Battalion as the objective for the night, with a 
further mission of pushing on to the east once it was taken. Contrary to 
expectations derived from heavy opposition previously, 834 was taken 
without a fight. Once again the enemy had pulled out at a time when a 
battle seemed to be indicated. By 0707, Major Horner had accumulated 
a score of three hills — 882, 834, and 880. 

Midmorning found “L” Company in Sperlinga. An hour later and 
Nicosia had been entered by “I” Company with only slight opposition. 

At 2135 hours, Maj. Driscoll’s First Battalion had pushed 3500 yards 
north and east of Nicosia, where tanks and machine guns threatened 
serious trouble. 

Prisoner total for the day — 853. 

The First Battalion advanced little during the next twelve hours, Hill 
870 presenting opposition that permitted neither a successful assault nor 
a flanking movement. Meanwhile the Second Battalion was ordered into 
a further advance to the northwest. Now that Nicosia had been taken, 
the direction of attack had been changed. Driving southeastward for 
several days had been necessary because of the strength of the enemy in 
the vicinity of Nicosia. The i6th had reduced this stronghold by driving 
well to the north and west of that area, then cutting back towards the 
southeast until the Germans had withrawn. Nicosia once in American 
hands, the generally northeasterly advance could be resumed and Sicily 
cut in two. 

Ordered to assault Hill 870, Major Driscoll’s forces went into the 
attach but enemy machine guns and mortars made the going too costly 
for immediate seizure of the objective. The enemy was in pillboxes and 
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dug into rocks. They had excellent cover and used it skilfully. These were 
hard, experienced combat men confronting the i6th and any advance 
against them would have to be paid for in numerous casualties. 

* 

Several hours of artillery fire changed the situation on the hill. Late 
in the afternoon, Germans began surrendering, discouraged by the shell- 
ing. Taking the hill, however, still wasn’t easy. Many of the enemy, more 
stubborn than their comrades resisted bitterly, but the First Battalion 
advanced and the result was a terrain littered with dead. When the hill 
finally fell, 50 Germans were prisoners, as many more had been killed 
and an undetermined number withdrew into more hills to the east. 

With the First Battalion on its difficult objective, the Second surged 
ahead. An hour before midnight, it reported: “E” Company going up 809 

— meeting small arms fire. “F” going up 813, “G” up 818. No opposition 
for “F” or “G”. has a little. A pause, then, “Will call you right back 

— we’re being shelled.” 

After two minutes, the Second called again, “Enemy is firing on top 
of 809. Small arms . . “E” now occupies it, you know.” All these hills 
were northeast of the position occupied by the First Battalion. 

Two hours later in the early hours of July 29th, “E” was still 
having trouble on Hill 809. Driven from part of it, the Germans main- 
tained their hold on one sector and kept up an incessant small arms fire 
on the attackers. 

During the early morning hours before dawn, the hill was cleared. 
This gave the regiment control of the high ground overlooking the Cerami 
River. 3500 yards across the river,- to the northwest, lay the town of 
Cerami. Sometime after daylight, an officer patrol was dispatdied to work 
its way across the river and into, or as close to the town, as possible in 
order to discover enemy preparations and installations. 

This patrol, led by Lt. Armellino, was pinned down first by enemy 
fire as it attempted to cross the river. Unable to advance for more than 
two hours, it finally extricated itself from its precarious position and 
continued on towards Cerami. Working slowly, and cautiously, it ad- 
vanced throughout the morning and on into the afternoon. Frequently, 
snipers fired on it. Frequently it was forced to rout these delaying de- 
fenders, but always it pushed towards the little hill town. 

The work of Lt. Armellino and his I & R platoon had been out- 
standing throughout the Sicilian campaign. The 20 days since the landing 
had found them on the go night and day — every day. Their missions 
carried them from a few hundred yards to several thousand yards in 
advance of the line companies. Its members proudly and a little grimly 
boasted, “Go with us and you’ll get information — and trouble.” 

Late in the afternoon, Armellino got word back to the regiment that 
he was pinned down by mortar fire, that one man was missing and that 
he would not be able to withdraw until after dark. 
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The entire regiment was reaching a point where further action 
without rest seemed an impossibility. Twenty days of continuous movement, 
assault, subjection to artillery, mortars and rockets had taken a heavy toll 
of physical endurance. The belief grew throughout the evening that the 
39th Infantry would make the assault on Cerami from the south. Wishful 
thinking on the part of the fighting men grew into acceptance of this 
idea. With its acceptance a let-down in their aggressive attitude became 
apparent. As this dangerous attitude made itself felt, a warning went out 
from Col. Taylor: “. . it would be folly to let a few victories lull us 
into a sense of security. As long as Sicily is not ours, we have cause for 
worry every instant 

The night passed quietly. At 0700 word came through that the 39th 
was going into Cerami without opposition. That news was electrifying. 
The 1 6th had difficulty day in and day out for so long and had expected 
the same sort of going had it been necessary for it to take Cerami. Now 
here came the news that the assaulting regiment had marched in without 
opposition. It seemed that the i6th had been born for battle. If there 
was no opposition, it always happened when the 16th was taking it easy. 

The last day of July had marked the end of fighting in that immediate 
neighborhood. With the 39th and the assisting African native Goums out 
to the east and north of Cerami, the i6th had been squeezed out of the 
picture for the time being. 

Division ordered an assembly of the battalions, rest and new clothes 
for the men. 

Outposting of the area was the principal activity of the day that 
followed. 

In the evening, reports came bade to the regiment of one of the 
amusing and amazing incidents of the war. It occasioned considerable 
satisfaction in the i6th. 

Cpl. Samuel M. Fuller, a member of the regiment at the time, reports 
it from notes taken from the unit journal: 

“And then word came to us that a doughboy of the 39th — one of 
the first to enter the hostile Cerami — was astounded to find no Ger- 
man troops waiting for him, but an American “doggie” shaving in 
the middle of the street — the main street in the town. 

“I’m with the 39th,” the new arrival is reported to have said, 
suspiciously. 

The other “doggie”, wearing the “Red-One” patch on his 
shoulder, smiled behind his lather. “How are you? I’m Wheeler — 
scout — I 8c R Platoon — i6th Infantry — ist Division.” 

And then the story is told .... 

Capt. Lauten, S-a, after speaking to Pvt. Wheeler, phones 
Division G-a. 
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“We lost a scout last night — gave him up for lost. He just 
came back. He was near Cerami all night, looking down the enemy’s 
throats. He said the arty hit everywhere but the right spot. It did 
do some good on 1002, however, he claims.” 

“Well, we weren’t taking any chances so we blitzed the whole 
town.” 

“Capt. Lauten is still laughing. “This scout of mine not only 
watched the Jerries evacuate, but got himself fixed up with chow 
by some native. Then, figuring it was safe to enter — mind you, 
the 39th was still on its way to Cerami — he entered the town 
alone and was accosted by a solitary armed German. Wheeler dis- 
armed him — took time out to eat and shave — and when the 
39th “took” Cerami — they found a i6th man had taken the town 
single-handed — including the only enemy there at the time — 
one Jerry of the First Panzer Grenadier Regiment. 

“Did he bring the PW in, or . . . .” 

“Not on your life — the 39th didn’t take him. Wheeler brought 
him in.” 

On the I St of August all indications were that the enemy was 
withdrawing before the 39th. Late in the day Division prepared to 
shift the i6th, get them back on line and in position to deal with Troina, 
the next sizeable objective for the division. A few hours later, just as 
the battalions were starting to move out, a cancellation came through on 
this order, since the 39th’s advance had been so rapid they had taken 
the original objectives assigned to the i6th. 

Later reports by Italian prisoners indicated that the Germans were 
withdrawing to Messina, trying to leave the island, lettmg the Italians 
hold the bag. 

Chow time came and with it a feeling of security — a feeling that 
for once everyone would get a good night’s sleep. With the alert called 
off, with no signs of being re-alerted — although that is not an im- 
probable circumstance in combat — everyone was inclined mentally and 
physically to lean back and rest. 

Shortly before midnight, there was a shocking awakening from this 
blissful period of rest. Col. Gibb called from Division and there was a 
note of grim urgency in his voice as he told Major Plitt, “The 39th 
Infantry was counterattacked and driven off position. They are badly 
disorganized. Be prepared to start one battalion to Hill 910 tonight. Alert 
battalion commanders. You will be used. Put your battalions on one 
hour alert!” 

With customary efficiency, the i6th was ready to move within two 
hours. 



— 57 — 



Digitized ty 



Original from 

UNIVcKSITY OF MICHIGAN 




The day passed without Division’s committing the regiment. The 
time was spent not only in waiting but in making certain that everything 
was ready for an attack — an attack that was expected to meet bitter 
resistance, since it was evident from the fury of the attack that had 
driven back the 39th that the enemy was determined to halt any further 
advances by American forces. 

The attadi order that had come down from Division early in the 
day called for commitment of the regiment at 0300 on the morning of 
Tuesday, August 3rd. 

Preparations had progressed to such an extent, and the situation 
demanded immediate action so urgently, that the Third Battalion, under 
Major Horner, started moving shortly after midnight, on the morning 
of the 3rd. A cautious advance was continued towards Troina for more 
than an hour and a half until “K” company ran into sniper fire at 
0240 hours. The battalion continued to push ahead. 

With “K” and “L” abreast, the advance continued until after 
0300, with “K” continuing to draw sniper fire, and a little later, 
machine gun fire. Their immediate objective was Hill 1025 some 300 
yards to the west of Troina. At 0330 “L” Company was on its portion 
of the objective, on the right, but “K” continued to run into trouble and 
a brisk fire fight developed on the left of the hill. 

An hour later “L” company was receiving madiine gun fire and “K” 
had further trouble in the form of a machine gun to their left rear. One 
platoon was pinned down by this attack from behind. 

The Second Battalion was having less difficulty and advanced 
steadily until they reached the macadam road leading into the town. 
“K” still pinned down on the slopes of Hill 1025, fought back aggres- 
sively, and the situation looked as though it might improve when the 
Second Battalion by-passed the hill on the right. 

0645 came and Third Battalion S-3 reported both “L” and “K” 
companies on the hill but not too well situated since one platoon of 
enemy mortars and another of enemy machine guns occupied positions 
between the two companies. 

Heavy shelling made all positions costly to hold by the i6th. The 
alternatives were to retreat or advance. The advance continued, with 
heavy fighting taking place over every yard of ground. 

By mid-morning the Second Battalion had an estimated 10 killed, 
30 wounded and an undetermined number captured. 

A change in regimental plans occurred when it was decided to pull 
the Third Battalion out of its section and send them around to the 
Second’s right to a position more nearly south of Troina. This would 
relieve pressure on the Second’s right flank, where trouble had been 
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encountered all morning, and at the same time offer the Third a better 
chance to push ahead. Before this move could be completed, however, 
the situation confronting the Second had become so dangerous that the 
First Battalion was committed. It was to move along the road to the 
Second. This road led northeast into Troina. By guiding on it, the First 
Battalion would pass to the Second’s right and could eventually take 
the objective originally assigned to the Second. 

“E” Company was taking a particularly bad pounding. Having 
taken the wrong road, they were cut off from the remainder of the 
battalion and remained out of communication with it for several hours. 
As many as 6 o “E” Company men were believed to have been captured. 
They were last seen as they appeared on the skyline, heading straight 
for a German ambush. Capt. Wozenski, ordered to advance on the right, 
moved out and ran into a counterattack by about 20c Germans, a force 
considerably in excess of his own. Running low on ammunition, he was 
recalled by Col. Matthews. The situation grew more difficult when it 
was decided to cancel artillery fire because of the number of Americans 
in enemy hands. The counterattack had to be met by small arms fire 
from the men on line. 

To add to the i6th’s troubles, “K” company, now on the right of 
the Second Battalion, received its own counterattack. “I” Company, in 
reserve throughout the morning, was pushed out to assist the beleagured 
company. 

Seriousne;ss of the situation shortly after noon is reflected in the 
message sent by Maj. Plitt, to Division: 

““F” is being attacked from left and right. “L” is going up to 
help them from left and right. RED (ist Bn.) is moving up to the 
right flank.” 

The fire of 7 battalions of artillery was brought in on the attacking 
forces of the enemy and his drive faltered. However, he had been in so 
close to our position and his fire had been so effective that there were 
heavy casualties in the two battalions that bore the brunt of the onslaught. 

At 1410, the situation still was unclarified. A message from the 
Third Battalion’s executive officer reported: “Col. Matthews (2nd Bn.) 
is worried about “E” and “F”. “E’, has two platoons missings. “F„ had 
only iH platoons fighting strength. One squad of “L” went out and 
we have no word of the squad. No word of Lt. Montague or Lt. 
Harris. Lt. Griffith was wounded and sent back. “K” lost men. “I” 
lost men ” 

There was a continual pounding from enemy artillery and mortars all 
along the line. During the next couple of hours every effort was made 
to reorganize — to regain contact with the lost companies of the Second 
Battalion. 
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Finally, at 163 j, Col. Matthews (and Bn.) called Col. Taylor; 
“ . . . . We have what is left of “F” company — 35 men and i officer. 
Capt. Finite (“E” Co.) was evacuated, after sticking with his men all 
day although wounded. “G” has about 40 men left. We don’t think there 
are many stragglers. More MG fire up here.” 

Major Driscoll, working carefully, was still moving the First 
Battalion to the right of the battalions on line, attempting to move to 
the south of Troina. After making considerable progress he was held up 
by rocky bluffs which rose sheer from the rugged terrain. 

A great deal of communication took place with Division and with 
the battalions during the remainder of the evening. The attack had 
been getting nowhere. Casualties were heavy. Something had to be done. 

Time passed. Midnight came and shortly after that, a new attack 
order came down from Division. The i6th was to push off at 0300, 
a favorite striking time, it seemed, since that was the hour chosen for 
the tmsuccessful attack of the day before. Direction of the attack was 
to be generally northeast, toward the western limits of Troina. 

Part of the reason for the enemy’s fanatical resistance became 
apparent when prisoners were taken during the night. They reported 
that they had been ordered to hold at all costs. That officers would be 
shot, if they wiithdrew. 

The attack began on schedule and two hours later. Major Horner 
was able to report that elements of the Third Battalion had reached the 
hill from which they had drawn heavy fire the previous evening. The 
Second Battalion was also moving ahead, satisfactorily. 

At 0630, “I” company had moved ahead a total of 800 yards. The 
enemy had been contacted and the advance slowed. Major Horner was 
worried about his open right flank. There were enemy on the hills on 
his flank, which made his situation more than a little precarious. One 
enemy platoon was working towards the battalion on that side. 

Daylight, as usual, brought the advance to a halt. Enemy observation 
was too good, and enemy weapons too numerous to make a general attack 
anything but suicidal. As on the previous day, there was continual 
probing at German positions by small units. 

Mines bad been planted everywhere. Each battalion was calling 
constantly for engineers to remove them. “Bouncing Betties” — the type 
which jumped three or four feet out of the ground before exploding — 
were most prevalent. In two days, the artillery had lost two officer 
Forward Observers to these fiendish anti-personnel devices. 

The First Battalion, which had been attached to the i8th CT 
reported that it had taken a couple of hills in the direction of its objective, 
but that it was halted there and was anticipating a counterattack. Major 
Driscoll reported along with everyone else that . . . “there are plenty 
of Bouncing Betties up here.” 
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Third Battalion was having trouble. “I” company was still holding 
its position, as was “K”, but casualties were running high. The enemy 
counterattack vigorously, but the battalion resisted doggedly. At noon, 
all positions taken in the morning were still being held. 

Early in the evening, two groups of 36 bombers each plastered 
Troina. This was followed by a fifteen minute Division shoot. The 
enemy in the town was taking a pounding calculated to reduce his stout 
heartedness when an assault could finally be made. 

At 1837, the First Battalion was ordered to push two platoons out 
ahead — one to Hill 1025, the other to Hill 1034. If they made it 
successfully, companies would be sent out to hold the positions. 

For the next half hour, favorable reports came in. The patrols 
moved down the road. Some Germans had to be fought out of their 
foxholes, but progress continued. 

However, at midnight, Troina was still a long way off. Major 
Driscoll (ist Bn.) had run into trouble and was at a standstill. The 
enemy, on Hill 851 presented too strong a front for an assault. He 
planned to lay a heavy artillery concentration on their positions. 

The patrol platoons from the Third Battalion had found their hill 
objectives, in the main, unoccupied and the remainder of the battalion 
was rushed up to join them. 

However, there were still some Germans lurking about 1034, who 
were determined to make it hot for the attackers “L” company pushed 
them off as quickly as possible. 

Daylight came on August 5 th and no great amount of progress had 
been made. The night before, in planning the attack, the hope had been 
that Troina could be taken before daylight. This hope was still far from 
realization. “L” company still hadn’t cleared 1034 completely at 0835, 
but they were doing well and it was expected that the job would be 
done, shortly. 

Continuing its aggressive action, the Third Battalion was moving 
troops up along the road, towards the town. They were being hit by 
heavy shelling. Maj. Horner’s men were trying to find one self-propelled 
gun, in particular, which was doing a great deal of damage. 

Col. Matthews (2nd Bn.) called in a few minutes later, reporting 
a devastating hit, presumably by the same gun. “My communications 
sergeant killed, by that shell,” Col. Matthews said. “My First Sergeant’s 
leg was broken. Groves and Zyblut were evacuated. If that had been 
a good fragment shell, it' would have killed everyone in the CP!” 

At 1125, the first indication of a possible disintegration of the 
enemy defenses was seen in the report that some were raising white flags. 
These instances were scattered and at that time there was still no general 
surrender to be ho{>ed for. 
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Com{>any arrived also, short of ammunition, but “B” was pinned down 
before making the grade. Once on the hill, “C” drew a great deal of 
small arms fire. The situation was none too good, particularly as the 
battalion was not only low on small arms ammunition, but was entirely 
out of mortar ammo. 

At 1840 the Second and Third Battalion were still having a fight 
on their hands. The Third was attempting to put patrols into Troina. 

Prisoners continued to repeat the story that they haid been linstructed 
to keep on fighting to the last man. That information made the i6th’s 
mission for the next day look highly unpromising of anything but danger 
and losses. The regiment had been designated to clean out pockets 
northwest and southwest of the main road into Troina. 

An indication of the continuous nature of the fighting is had from 
the fact that late in the evening the Third Battalion reported several 
of their light machine gun barrels burned out. 

Just before midnight, a prisoner informed the regiment that defenses 
outside of Troina were made up principally of artillery. 

At the same time one more of the many patrols that had been 
jabbing and probing and seardiing through the enemy’s lines for days 
was working its way toward Troina. Half way to town, hearing con- 
versation near their route, and believing it to be English, the men had 
walked straight into German machine gun fire. The result of this mistake 
was disastrous. A withdrawal with only part of the original strength 
was necessary. 

Two more patrols were attempted during the next two hours and 
each one was halted by machine gun fire from various sectors. Apparently 
every approach route to the hilly, dirty little town was covered by 
automatic weapons. Nevertheless, the patrols continued their activity 
and at 0654 on the morning of August 6th, a message from regiment to 
artillery asking that their observation plane be ued to dieck the town, 
said that it was believed the enemy had withdrawn. 

By 0730, everyone was moving. The three battalions were on the 
move and the regimental CP was displacing forward. 

The cheering news was counterbalanced a few minutes later when 
a bombing mission hit the forward elements of the regiment instead of 
the German. Considerable acrimony developed between Regiment and 
Division over this incident. The bombers HAD dropped their loads at the 
places ordered. 

At 0840, Maj. Horner reported, “A patrol of 7 men in town. Snipers 
in town. Main forces of enemy reported ii kilometers beyond Troina 
(in the direction of Randazzo). White (2nd Bn.) patrol in south of town. 
^ am moving "I” and “L” on it.” 

An hour later, he added "Town clear, of enemy. My jeep is entering 
town now. 
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Once the- work of clearing the town had been completed — a few 
snipers remained behinnd the main forces — Regiment informed the 
Third Battalion: “The colonel doesn’t want you to keep the battalion in 
town once you’ve cleaned up.” 

Maj. Horner answered, “The best positions are around the edge of 
the town in the rock ledges, and I‘m moving some elements into position 
now.” 

Italian prisoners were picked up in the town and on the outskirts 
where the Second Battalion was operating. To the south, outside the 
town, was the First Battalion which also was gathering in prisoners. By 
midafternoon, they totalled 300. 

Late in the afternoon. General Allen appeared at the regimental CP 
to introduce to the officers and non-coms of the regiment, the new First 
Divis-ion Commanding General Clarence Huebner. 

In a little introductory, speech. General Allen referred to the i6th’s 
combat of the preceding several days and the battle of 

Troina was by far the toughest battle we’ve had — far tougher than 
any in Africa. I’m proud of the tenacity of the i6th . . . the indomitable 
defiance displayed by all of you . . the spirit each man has shown 
and is still showing. You are to be congratulated for a truly great 
performance.” 

The action at Troina ended the fighting for the i6th, in Sicily. 
On August 7th, at ojoo, the 47th Infantry, 9th Division, passed through 
the positions of the Third Battalion. The First Division then reverted 
to Corps reserve and was withdrawn to an assembly and bivouac area, 
since satisfactory progress was beeing made by other divisions in the 
final clean-up of Sicily, the regiment departed on August 14 for a new 
bivouac area west of Randazzo, 32 miles farther east, in the neighborhood 
of Mt. Etna. Here, for another week, the men enjoyed such “luxuries” 
as three hot meals a day, plus the opportunity to write home. 

On the 20th of August another truck move was made to Licata, 
Sicily, I JO miles to the southwest. This town was not far west of 
Gela, nar which the i6th had fought the bloody and costly battle 
against the Herman Goering Panzer Division. 

Several days were spent in preparation of a camp near this town. 
At a Division formation on August 27th, the i6th, with her sister 
regiments and attachments, were addressed by Lt. General Patton. 

A few days later, on September ist, awards and decorations were 
presented at a retreat formation by the Division Commanding General, 
Major General Huebner. 

A week of rest and weapons-zeroing followed. The Third Battalion 
was dispatched to the Agrigente Airport where anti-paratroop protection 
was set up. A few days later, the battalion again returned to Licata. 
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The old grind of training, including Preliminary Rifle Instruction, 
a pet project of the Division Commanding General, occupied most of 
the time for another month. 

There were some recreational opportunities, among them being ex- 
cursions to Palermo, 130 miles away. 

A showdown inspection was made on the 13 th of October, an 
event which presaged another move. Italy remained to be invaded and 
there was more than a little speculation as to the probable part the i6th 
would play in such an attempt. On the i6th, the regiment began 
packing and crating equipment. It became obvious, from this fact, that 
no invasion was planned, since crating would not have been ordered if 
a landing was to be made. It was with relief that the personnel of the 
battle-scarred regiment noted this action. Although its destination was 
not known at the time, the outfit was packing up to go back to 
England. 
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miniature form that when he landed on D-Day it it was like coming back 
to a countryside with which he had been familiar since boyhood. 

There was further minute training in marksmanship. There were 
long marches. There was close order drill. Classes in chemical warfare 
guaranteed against a soldier’s being unprepared for gas attacks. Com- 
municatioris sections learned their instruments completely, learned 
telephone and radio procedure in all its details. Aircraft and armored 
vehicle identification were stressed. Command Post exercises were 
rehearsed until every officer and enlisted man could function smoothly 
not only in his assigned position but at others too. Selected men attended 
the British Battle School at Woolacombe, England. 

And topping everything were exercises in amphibious warfare. Actual 
landings were made from the type of craft to be used in the projected 
invasion. Vessels ran inshore under simulated fire, men charged into the 
water and up the beaches, across obstacles similar to those they expected 
to encounter in France, and worked their way inland. 

The regiment moved to Devon, early in February for these 
amphibious rehearsals. The weather was cold and wet — a climate 
conducive to anything but comfort, yet the training went on. Two weeks 
of this and the i6th returned to its former quarters. 

Two weeks later, the regiment was off again, this time to an area near 
Slapton Sands, Devon, for more practice landings. After a week of this, 
the oi^annization again returned to its billets in Dorsetshire. 

It should not be inferred from the foregoing that work was the 
only activity during those seven months. There were recreational periods, 
as well. There were the usual American sports — ' basketball, football, 
and boxing, with intra-regiment and divisional competition increasing 
interest. 

When in the Dorsetshire encampment, Bridgeport and Weymouth 
were visited with regularity by the troops. At the amphibious training 
areas, trips to Barnstaple, Exeter and Ilfracombe occupied the weekends. 
And all during the winter and spring there were passes to London and 
Scotland. 

In the miiddle of January, the regiment was host to a distinguished 
visitor. General Sir Bernard Montgomery, commander of the famous 
British Eighth Army whose able work in Africa had helped break the 
back of German resistance on the Dark Continent. 

The end toward which the regiment had been working through 
the long hard months was not far distant, it appeared, when the alert 
was ordered on March 31. Whether the great and dreaded day of 
Invasion was a week or a month away, nobody knew. It was apparent 
only that the time to strike was approaching, that before too much 
longer the first mighty blow would be struck at “Festung Europa”. 
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to .the :Sdutlr'.itnd ^uthwesTi.,;' .'■' . ■ 



The general plan of artillery support for the regiment called for 
the 7th FA Battalion to support the advance of the First and Second Bat- 
talions and to be prepared to fire in the sector of the Third Battalion. 

The 62nd Armored FA Battalion, SP, initially in direct support of 
the Third Battalion, would be prepared to reinforce the fires of the 7th 
FA Battalion. 

This armored battalion would take positions in boat lanes about 
3000 yards in the rear of assault waves; it would commence firing about 
H minus 30 on beach targets and at Fi minus 5, lift to targets on the high 
ground back of the beach. 

Forward observers were to land with assault companies and obtain 
suitable observation to fulfill their missions. The 7th FA Battalion was 
to be in the vicinity of the i6th Infantry CP. 

The tentative naval gunfire support would protect shipping from 
enemy aircraft, surface forces and submarines and assist the initial assault 
by fire on shore targets. 

During the approach to the beaches, the Navy would furnish area fire 
on and in the rear of beaches; direct fire on the strongpoints and beach 
defenses; and after the landing had been made, would fire on the flanks 
and rear areas. 

Among the supporting naval craft was to be the American battleships 
Arkansas, Texas and Nevada, plus three cruisers, the BELLONA, BLACK 
PRINCE and GLASGOW, 10 destroyers and a large number of smaller 
vessels, including 9 rocket launching craft. 

The 9th U.S. Air Force, according to the air support plan, would 
give continuous cover over beaches and shipping, escort to airborne forces, 
bombers, fighter-bombers, reconnaissance aircraft, and smoke laying aircraft. 
It would also delay the approach of reserves and give close support during 
the landings. 

The tentative plan also called for the night heavy bomber force to 
operate between H minus 5 Hours and H minus no minutes on Battery 
No I, POINTE DU HOE. Night medium bomber force, between H minus 
80 and H minus 40, on the same battery and also on No. 5, MAISY. Day 
heavy bomber force^ H minus 25 to H-hour on strongpoints commanding 
the beach. Day medium bomber force, H minus 25 to H-hour, on the 
development of beach lanes in wire and mine fields. The day fighter- 
bomber force had other targets assigned on the beach. 

In one of the final phases of pre-landing support, the LCT (R) — 
the rocket launching* craft — would take position in boat lanes and de- 
liver fire, at approximately H minus three minutes, on assigned targets 
(strongpoints) when the leading wave would be about 300 yards from 
shore. As soon as the rockets had been fired, the craft would clear the boat 
lanes. Six of them would reload and stand by. 
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sur-Mer, seize and hold assigned objectives, dig-in and establish all-round 
defensive positions and be prepared to augment the offense by use of DD 
tanks and elements of the Engineer Special Brigade moving into semi- 
prepared positions between company strong points. Also, the Second was 
to be prepared to repel enemy counter-attacks; cover the landing of the 
remainder of the ist Division, gain and maintain contact with the ii6th 
CT on the right and with the First Battalion of the i6th, on the south 
when they moved into position, as well as with the Third Battalion, on 
the left. It was to established road blocks where necessary on the road to 
Trevieres, and be prepared to continue the attack on Phase Line D plus i, 
on Regimental Order. 

The Third Battalion was to land in the area Fox Green, at H-Hour 
and reduce beadi defenses between the Eastern limits of Omaha Beach, 
Fox Green, and the ist Division Boundary. It was to capture Le Grande 
Hameau, La Vailee, and Ste. Honorine-des-Pertes an to hold these 
objectives as well as others that might be necessary. It was to neutralize 
and be prepared on orders from regiment to assist in the capture of Port- 
en-Bessin. Contact was to be made and maintained with the British 50th 
Division on the left, the 26th Combat Team on the south, and the Second 
Battalion on the right. It, too, was to establish road-blocks; to patrol to 
Huppain and Tour-en-Bessin; and to be prepared to continue the attack. 

The First Battalion, initially in reserve, was to land on Omaha Beach, 
Easy Red, and pass through the Second Battalion of the i6th as quickly 
as possible, capture Formigny and Surrain and seize and establish all 
around defensive positions. It was to be prepared to repel enemy counter- 
attacks and to be prepared to cover the valley leading to Bayeux with 
fire. It was to gain and maintain contact with the ii6th CT on the right, 
the 1 8th CT on the left, when they moved into position and the Second 
Battalion of the 16th. Bridges south and southwest of Trevieres were to 
be seized by a minimum of personnel and the bridges prepared for 
demolition. Road blocks were to be established and the Bayeux-St. Lo 
road patrolled. The theme of aggressive action was emphasized with this 
battalion, too, in that it, as were the Second and Third, was to be 
prepared to continue the attack. 

Plans went far beyond an initial attack. The Second Battalion was 
assigned the reconnaissance and observation missions of reconnoitering 
beach exit roads along the Ruget River to St. Laurent and ordered to 
report prepared defenses, road conditions, and mine fields. It was to 
reconnoiter the St. Lauren t-Formigny-Trevieres Road to the high ground 
north of Trevieres and report the strength and location of enemy troops 
encountered; to reconnoiter Colleville and the ridge south of Colleville; 
to reconnoiter prepared defenses along the Etreham Russy-Belle Fontaine- 
Mosles and Surrain-Colleville Roads. After the seizure of objectives on 
the high ground north of the Aure River, the battalion would reconnoiter 
the Mosles-Beaumont Road and the ridge north of Beaumont and report 
enemy movement south of the Tortonne River. 
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Since there would be a desperate need to break out of the beach head 
as speedily as possible, the Third Battalion was assigned the same sort of 
missions. It was to reconnoiter the villages of Cabourg, Le Grande 
Hameau, and Ste. Honorine des Pertes and to report demolitions prevent- 
ing traffic in the area. The ground west of Huppain and Mt. Cauvin was 
ordered reconnoitered and movements along the Bayeux-Port-en-Bessin, 
Vaucelles-Etreham and Bayeux-Mosles Roads. It was to investigate the 
area where the Aure River flows underground southeast of Mt. Cauvin 
and report whether it was suitable for a tank crossing. Other roads were 
added to the list to be reconnoitered, and general observation to the east 
and north was ordered. 

Since it was the reserve battalion, the First was given fewer recon- 
naissance missions. However, it was designated to reconnoiter Trevieres 
and a possible crossing over the Aure River in the vicinity of L’Etard 
and Trevieres. Condition of bridges and the location of possible fords 
were prime bits of information desired. The First, in addition, was told 
to establish contact as soon as possible with the enemy south of the Aure. 

The I & R Platoon was to have one six man patrol move directly 
to the vicinity of Mt. Cauvin and establish an OP to report all enemy 
installations and movements observed. This was in the Third Battalion 
area. The plan was for this patrol to seize Mt. Cauvin and establish its 
OP before “L” Company reached the same objective, a project hazardous 
in the extreme, but one whose value could be inestimable if successful. 
It’s chief purpose was to report the possible approach of tanks from an 
enemy tank park in the vicinity of Bayeux. 

Another six man patrol was to be sent out from the I & R Platoon 
to work in the Second Battalion area. 

The two most favorable vantage points for the American forces were 
to be found on the objectives assigned to these patrols — the Mt. Cauvin 
hilltop (nidcnamed Baldy Hill during the briefing in England, because of 
its kdc of cover) and the high ground to the north of Trevieres. These 
two high points would give good observation of the main routes of 
approach wihich would have to be used by defending forces launching their 
counter attacks. 



THE BEACH 

The sea approaches to the assault beach seemed to be clear, insofar 
as anchorage offshore was concerned. No obstacles to navigation were 
reported at points three-quarters of a mile offshore where the large craft 
expected to anchor. However, high ground at Grancam-les-Bains and Ste. 
Honorine-des-Pertes-commanded this anchorage. 
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The beadi itself sloped fairly gradually from the low water line to 
the high water line, affording little protection to the attackers. This beadi 
was 7900 yards long. Its eastern portion was backed by a low grassy 
bank 4 to 6 feet high. The remaining portion of the beach had a rough 
stone seawall 6 to 12 feet high. The cliffs between Vierville-sur-Mer 
and Ponte-de-la-Perce were not scaleable without apparatus thus reducing 
the useable portion of the beach to j,ooo yards. Since the beadi was 
slightly concave, the heights on either side commanded its entire length 
and considerable sections would be subject to observed fire from the high 
ground immediately to the rear. 

Observation favored the defender from almost all points. Fields of 
fire for the attackers would be poor in the early stages of the advance for 
weapons of all types. The only cover and concealment would be provided 
by the seawall and the cliffs — but once they were scaled the enemy could 
bring the fire of all his weapons on the assault waves. 

The exits from the beadi for the i6th CT would be E-3, a ten foot 
tarmac road running from the back of the beack to Colleville-sur-Mer, 
and E-i, leading to St. Laurent. These exits were narrow and winding, 
but adequate. About 100 yards of roadway would be necessary over the 
dune sand between the beadi and the road. Another possible exit was 
designated as F-i. It was a sandy track, not more than 6 feet wide, 
leading from the beach over rising ground, to join a road, 8 feet wide, 
which ran towards Colleville-sur-Mer. 

Once well off the beach, observation and fields of fire again would 
be limited because of the earth hedges and trees which lined the borders 
of the very numerous cultivated fields. The roads in the area, generally 
sunken and lined with thick, substantial hedges interspersed with rows of 
trees standing 1 5 to 20 feet high would also limit fields of fire. Small arms 
and machine guns would be limited to short ranges. 

There would be an urgent need to clear the cliffs overlooking the 
beaches since all troops landing would be subjected to observed fire from 
both flanks if the enemy were permitted to hold these heights. 

The prime beach and underwater obstacles that would confront us 
were German steel hedgehogs, about 5 feet high; German steel tetrahedra, 
about the same height; upright anti-vehicle obstacles, topped with Teller 
mines; Belgian “Element C” obstacles, over seven feet high and 8 feet 
wide; and a multitude of anti-personnel mines. 

It was hoped that the rapid rise and fall of the tide would make it 
difficult for the enemy to maintain underwater obstacles. 
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THE ENEMY 



The enemy to be encountered in the assault was the 716th Infantry 
Division (no combat experience) with headquarters at Caen. 30% of its 
personnel was reported to be Poles and not more than 50% Germans. 
Their equipment included British, French and Polish weapons. The di- 
vision was composed of the 726th Infantry Regiment, holding the coast 
from the mouth of the Douves to Longues; and the 736th Infantry Reg- 
iment, holding the coast from Arromanches to the Orne. There was an 
indication that a third infantry regiment might have been added. If so, 
it was believed to be composed of Georgians under German officers and 
NCO’s. 

The division’s artillery was the 656th Regiment, probably composed 
of three battalions. A few Russians in German uniforms were reported in 
Trevieres and Formigny. 

Mobile units in the Cerences-Coutance area were believed to be 
elements of the .Schnelle Brigade 30. This mobile brigade was a brigade 
staff formed to control a number of Schnelle Abterlunzen (mobile bat- 
talions) belonging to a General Headquarters’ Pool. It was reported that 
this brigade had its headquarters at Coutances; that it controlled three 
battalions — one at St. Lo, one at Coutances and the third at Cerences. 
Eadi mobile battalion contained bicyclists, motorcyclists, self-propelled 
anti-tank guns, armored reconnaissance vehicles and possibly cavalry. 

In its larger aspects, the defense of northern France between the Loire 
and the Franco-Belgian frontier was based on a firm coastal defense by 
static coastal divisions supported by a counterattack force of armored, 
motorized and infantry divisions. 

The principle of the defense evidently did not envisage the coastal 
divisions operating outside their own areas in the initial phase of the 
invasion. The armored, motorized or infantry division in the counter- 
attacks might, however, be excepted to strike against Allied assault units 
with maximum speed and force. 

It was estimated that the enemy had enough aircraft available to 
make 1500 sorties over the landing area on D-Day. 150 of these, it was 
thought, could be fighter-bomber missions against the beadies, 100 could 
be long range bomber missions against the same beaches, arwl 250 could be 
long range bomber missions against the shipping. The balance could be 
fighter cover or strafing sweeps. 

Known enemy defenses were reinforced infantry positions guarding 
exits from the beaches. Strongpoints consisted of pillboxes, concrete per- 
sonnel shelters and ordinary field emplacements. Some tank turrets mounted 
on concrete structures had been reported. In addition to heavy weapons 
such as machine guns and mortars, many strongpoints countained light 
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field guns, AT guns and AA guns mounted either in open emplacements 
or in concrete casements. Older type pillboxes, personnel shelters and 
casements were three feet thidk — the newer type, six feet six inches thick. 
Anti-tank ditches had been constructed across most of the important beach 
exits. Nearly all strongpoints were extensively wired and mined. 

Enemy capabilities: They might defend the assault beadi with a 
battalion of the 726th Infantry regiment. They might use counterattacking 
elements of company size from the same regiment. The enemy might be 
strongly supported by air attack, artillery and rodcet weapons. At any 
time after the crust of beach defenses had been breached, the enemy might 
counterattadc with battalion size forces — a battalion from Trevieres north 
against the i6th CT and a battalion from Bayeux west against the i6th. 
A battalion of tanks and possibly a battalion of Panzer Grenadiers from 
the 2ist Panzer Division might be used to counterattack the i6th from 
Bayeux before noon on D-Day. 

At any time after noon, the enemy might counterattack in the 
Trevieres-Etreham area with one regiment from the 352nd Infantry Di- 
vision. During the night of D-Day to D plus i, the enemy might employ 
elements from one regiment of this division to infiltrate into the i6th’s 
positions. During the night, also, the enemy might drop parachute troops 
anywhere within the beachhead to disorganize the area preparatory to a 
dawn attack. 

Although night infiltrations in strength were not normal German 
tactics the situation that might exist on the night following D-Day would 
be highly suitable for such tactics. 

The enemy morale, reports indicated, was not good. Their equipment 
was generally second rate. Of the civilian population, the Normans had 
a record of antagonism to strong authority. At present their dislikes were 
directed against the Germans and Vichy. Thousands of Normans from 
Calvados had been evacuated by the Germans in anticipation of invasion. 
Workers were forced to go to Germany. Civilian residents in the vicinity 
of Omaha Beach were reported to have been moved. It was believed 
that whatever portion of the civilian population remained would do its 
best to impede the defensive efforts of the Germans. 

Lengthy as this report and plan of operations may seem, it is only 
a portion of all the material that was studied and pored over for weeks 
and months before D-Day. To take advantage of this detailed information 
and these carefully laid plans, the i6th had a formidable striking force 
Troops of the i6th CT included: 

Hq 8c Hq Co, i6th Inf. 

AT Co, 1 6th Inf. 

Serv Co, i6th Inf. 

Med. Det., i6th Inf. (Less Bn Med Section) 
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Cannon Co. 

ist, 2nd, 3rd Rifle Bns. 

Air Support Party 
Det I St Sig. Co. 

PWI Team 

Language Interp Team 
CIC Det and NSFCP 

1 St Engr Bn (Less Co A & B and I pit of Co C) 

37th Engr Bn (Less Companies A, B and C) 

4 Surgical Teams 
3 Auxiliary Surgical Teams 

2 Prov AAA AW (S/P) 

I Platoon, 606th QM Co (Gr) 

Det, 320th Barrage Ballon Bn (VLA) 

197th AAA Bn AW (S/P) 

7th Field Artillery Bn 

62nd Armd Field Artillery Bn 

741st Tank Bn (DD) (Less Company B & C) 

Company A, ist Med Bn 

Press Photographer and News Correspondent 

Det L, 165th Sig Photo Co 

Liaison party, 231st Brigade, 50th Northumbrian Div. 

Liaison Party, ist U. S. Infantry Div. 

Engineer Special Task Force 
Civil Affairs, and Det, 5 th ESB 
20th Engrs Bn (Less Company A) 

With the plan prepared, with the troops trained, with this might 
assembled, all that remained to be achieved was the element of surprise. 
The Germans knew we had a plan; they knew the great attack was 
coming, since the entire world knew it, but the German High Command 
did not know exactly when the attack was coming, nor exactly where. 

Not until the blow fell did more than a few of our own military 
leaders know that the i6th Infantry had been one of the units diosen to 
spearhead the most stupendous military and naval operation in history. 

Few knew that H-hour was 0630 hours. D-Day was June 6, 1944. 
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CHAPTER XI 
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EASY RED 



Easy Red was that strip of beadi to be assaulted by the Second Bat- 
talion landing team. The battalion was to land wdth “E” and “F” Com- 
panies abreast, Company “G” in reserve and “H” in support. At 0330 
hours, Companies “E” and “F” were called to debarkation stations and 
at 0415 were lowered in LCVP’s. The time between then and 0600 was 
spent in moving to the rendezvous. During the naval bombardment, a 
few enemy planes dropped long-burning flares over the craft. Fo their 
front, the rodcet-laundiing vessels were moving into firing position. Also 
to their front were guide craft, tank landing ships and support boats 

As they moved in towards the beadi, the LCVP’s passed several men, 
supported in life belts and small rubber rafts, tossing about in the rough 
water. It was supposed at first that these men, increasing in number as the 
shore was approached, were airmen who had been shot down. Before long, 
they were recognized as crewmen from the sunken DD tanks and DUKW 
crews. 

Between 10 and 15 minutes offshore, the troops observed the rodcet 
ships firing rockets by the thousands. According to the prearranged plan, 
this fire should not have started until 3 minutes before the first wave 
reached the beach, at a time when the boats would have been only about 
500 yards offshore. This off -schedule barrage lost much of the desired 
effect since if it had stunned the defenders, they had had time to recover 
before the assault troops reached shore. 

When within 600 yards of shore, the LCVP’s came under intense 
enemy AT and small arms fire, but continued through the shell-flecked 
water without hesitating. 

Company “E” scheduled to land on the right half of Easy Red Beach 
and Company “F” on the left half, found theselves put ashore, instead, in 
the Third Battalion area, or the Fox Green portion of Omaha Beach. 
Even heavier AT and machine gun fire hit the men as they swam and 
waded shoreward with their heavy loads. A moment after it was emptied, 
one of the LCVP’s received a direct hit from an artillery piece, burst into 
flames and exploded. 

A tragic fact became apparent, immediately. The three enemy strong- 
points in this vicinity, which were supposed to have been destroyed, or 
neutralized by Air Force bombardment and naval guns and rockets, were 
still in action. In the desperate scramble to get ashore men fouled one 
another, were maimed on steel hedgehogs, blew up on mines and were 
struck by wrecked boats being carried wildly on the rough water. 

Those who lived to reach the beach dug holes frantically in the sand, 
but the high ranging waves washed them full as soon as they were scooped 
out. The only bits of cover or concealment from the storm of fire, were 
the wreckage on the beach and the bodies which had washed ashore. 
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eliminating several pillboxes. At first this particular strongpoint was 
practically impossible to destroy, for, in addition to the extremely stubborn 
resistance encountered, the strongpoint with its maze of underground 
shelter trendies and dugouts was virtually “untoudiable”. However, 
following a barrage of hand grenades, the ist platoon closed with the 
enemy, destroyed many of them and captured an officer and 20 Germans. 

Remnants of Company “E” pushed on and 100 yards south of E-i 
partially reorganized. Of the 183 men who had landed, 100 were dead, 
wounded or missing in action. 

However, one avenue of escape from the beach was now open 
perilous though it was what with the presence of mines and the deadly 
fire which continued to pour into the area. It was this small path which 
for forty-eight hours was the main personnel exit of the entire V Corps. 

After the company had completed a hasty reorganization, a runner 
from battalion arrived with the order to push out for Colleville-sur-Mer. 
The company moved east, then south along the road 'o town. Snipers 
hidden in farmhouses, trees, and hedgerows were active but the company 
continued. 

On battalion order, the company swept the woods and fields west 
of Colleville Road and proceeded to the Colleville - St. Laurent Road, 
advancing without serious opposition with the exeption of the small 
headquarters group which, while following the deployed company was 
pinned down repeatedly by sniper and machine gun fire. 

While “E” Company was engaged in its desperate attempt to break 
<nit of the beach, and its further sweep towards town, “G” Company had 
moved up to Colleville-sur-Mer and occupied the east half of town fol- 
lowing a fire fight. 

When “E” Company arrived in town, a section of “H” Company’s 
heavy machine guns was attached and the company covered Company 
“G’s” right flank which was exposed to the fire of machine guns and 
machine pistols. This mission was accomplished by two skeleton sections 
under Lt. Huch, which took position with enemy to the front, among 
and to the rear of our troops. 

Meanwhile, personnel of assault Company “F”, having landed at 
0640 hours, on Easy Red and having been subjected to the same enemy 
direct and cross fire from the cliffs overlooking the beach, was suffering 
severe casualties. Six officers and jo% of the men were either killed or 
wounded. 

As the company’s boats approached the beach, they had been heavily 
shelled. A partial smoke screen laid by the Navy had helped for a short 
time, but when the troops entered the water, it had drifted away and 
the enemy was able to bring observed fire on the men as they struggled 
shoulder deep in the water. 
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Company headquarters and one assault section landed directly in front 
of the strongpoint assigned to Company “F”. The same sort of defenses 
confronted this group as had been the case with the other sections. 
Although most all equipment, except small arms, had been lost in getting to 
shore, and there was none of the expected support from the DD tanks. 
The result was that for more than three hours, the small group of survivors 
were able to bring only small arms fire on the heavily defended area. 

Finally at looo, three M-4 tanks moved down from the left flank, 
and firing point blank at the embrasures, quiddy eliminated the pillboxes 
and emplacements. Ffowever, sniper and machine gun fire kept the com- 
pany pinned down until shortly after noon. 

Company “G”, sdieduled for the infantry assault wave following 
Companies “E” and “F”, was due to land at H plus 30 minutes. Loaded 
into its landing craft, from the USS Henrico, the company rendezvoused 
500 yards offshore and then started for the beadi. Two hundred yards 
from shore, one of the small vessels capsized, forcing the assault team in 
it to swim ashore minus key equipment and weapons. The remainder of 
the company touched down and walked ashore in the face of enemy 
fire. Casualties mounted, yet the company continued in to the beach. 

Two hundred yards inland from the waterline, a small shingled 
mound 10 feet high enabled the company to secure a slight amount of 
defilade from the heavy fire raking the beach. All round protection was 
not possible, however, since the Germans were firing not only from the 
front but from both flanks. 

“G” Company found a large number of troops from the earlier wave 
still pinned down on the beach, unable to advance into the bluff over- 
looking their positions. Loss of officer and NCO personnel had left these 
units in a bad state of disorganization. 

A hasty reorganization of assault teams was made and every effort 
was put forth to build up a volume of fire. 60 mm mortars and light 

machine guns were put in position, riflemen built up firing lines, and 

after a short time a few elements of the first wave was able to advance 
100 yards to the front before again being pinned down. A few minutes 
later, the company began infiltrating through a narrow gap between 
minefields. 

Lt. Spalding’s section of Company “E” was piched up in addition to 
remnants of two other “E” Company sections. “G” Company’s com- 
mander informed them that they were 500 yards to the left of their 

assigned position and ordered them to move inland and to the right, 
if at all possible. Despite heavy fire, these sections moved out. 

“G” Company then drove forward to seize a hill a little farther 
inland. In a fierce forward plunge, 4 machine gun nests were destroyed, 
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a very heavy toll. With this fire aaid the fierce resistance of the riflemen 
in their buildings the enemy was driven away, slowly but surely. The 
retreating foe left i8 dead behind, as well as 8 prisoners. By contrast 
with the earlier fight when “G” had had several men k.... 
not a man was lost in this part of the engagement. 

At this point there occured one of the many acts of heroism that 
gained and held bloody Omaha Beach on that trying day. 

Immediately after the fire fight. Company “H” was ordered to 
proceed to another section of the town. As they moved out, an intense 
artillery barrage fell on the company. Most of the company retreated, 
for, following the barrage came a wave of 200 infantrymen supported by 
a Mark IV tank. 

Despite the fact their company was forced to move out, two Privates, 
Joseph P. Parks and Peter Cavaliere, remained behind to harass the 
enemy. They sniped at the leaders of the assault wave. They out down 
man after man. For more than three hours they resisted every effort of 
the enemy to dislodge them. Over three hundred artillery shells fell in 
their immediate vicinity but they continued to hold out and with indomi- 
table courage, to fight back. Their only protection was a stone wall, which 
as the hours passed was gradually destroyed. Only a small portion 
remained when Capt. Irvine and Lt. Shelby arrived with elements of 
“H” Company to relieve the beleagured pair. The fierce determination of 
two American soldiers had scattered the offense of the vaunted German 
defenders. 

Meanwhile, the Second Battalion, i8th Infantry, had passed through 
Company “G”, relieving presure from this sector. The company’s strength 
at this time was 107 men, 6 officers, and 25 men from other organizations. 
The 4th section and one section of Company “H” had moved further 
south and become isolated. They remained, cut off, until the morning of 
June 7. Efforts to reach them were prevented by enemy infiltration through- 
out the night. 

At 1530 hours, naval shell fire came in on “G”, in Colleville-sur-Mcr. 
Heavy fire continued for more than an hour and a half. All efforts to stop 
it were unavailing. Seven men were wounded by this friendly fire. 

On the morning of D plus i, the Company Executive officer and 
27 men rejoined the company. Having landed at a later hour on D-Day, 
they had been unable to make contact with the outfit for more than 24 
hours. Soon after this strengthening of the company, it pushed into and 
took the town with few casualties. Total losses for this organization from 
the time of landing, until noon the following day were 60 enlisted men, 
and three officers. 

Half an hour before noon, the battalion commander, Lt. Col. Herbert 
Hicks, ordered Capt. John G. W. Finke to move all Second Battalion 
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men to the right where the exit had been made 500 yards down the 
beadi. When “F” Company finally assembled at Battalion Headquarters, 
only the company commander, first sergeant and 10 privates were present. 
These latter, were to be used as local security for the battalion command 
post. While placing three of them in position on the left flank, the first 
sergeant was pinned down temporarily by machine guns. One of the men 
managed to return to the CP where he told Capt. Finke he believed the 
sergeant had been hit. Capt. Finke, determined to assist the wounded man, 
had worked his way to within 75 yards of the machine guns when he was, 
wounded. 

That night. Company F had no officers. 



The Third Battalion, likewise, was. having a tremendous struggle and 
suffering the most severe casualties. , 

Company “L” landed in the vicinity of Colleville-sur-Mer (Fox 
Green) at 0760 hours, 40 minutes late because of high seas and poor 
visibility. No supporting fire was available, since by that time, all naval 
shelling had^'cSaSeff.' not available since the heavy seas 

had delayed their landing until well after the assault waves had touched 
down. 

“L” Company’s 4th Assault Section craft capsized shortly after 
debarking from the transport. The remaining four sections, plus company 
headquarters, left thear landiing craft just short of several rows of under- 
water obstacles. Under direct enemy fire, the men waded ashore and were 
reorganized by section leaders under shelter of a vertical cliff, where the 
loss of the 4th section was discovered. Also missing were 19 men from 
the liSt section vessel, which had received direct artillery hits. 5 men from 
the 2nd section were wounded, as were 10 from the 3rd and 4 from 
company headquarters. The cost of merely getting to shore had reduced 
the company from 187 men to 123. 

The reorganization completed, an assault on beach strongpoints began. 
Capt. Armellino, seriously wounded when he repeatedly exposed himself 
to direct tank fire in support of his company’s advance, was replaced by 
the executive officer, Lt. Cutler. 

Lt. Monteith’s 2nd assault section was ordered to push up a small 
draw to engage pillboxes on the left. The third section worked on the 
night with the 5th following. 

Lt. Klenk’s ist section, the one which had been reduced in size so 
materially by shell fire, had moved along the beach with its remaining 
12 men to attach its original objective, the east strongpoint. Passing around 
the right flank of the 2nd section, Lt. Klenk encountered two lost assault 
sections of the ii6th Infantry, combined them with his own and built 
up a firing line at the edge of the dune line to support the advance of 
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while the other three sections were advancing under Lt. Cutler with 
covering fire from Sgt. Monroe’s light machine guns, Lt. Monteith enlisted 
and then directed the support of the two tanks which had arrived shortly 
before. Under cover of this fire and that of the jst and jth sections, 
Sgt. Well’s squad of the and section worked its way toward the enemy. 
Sgt. Wells, Sgt. Griffin, and Pfc. Jones were the first to penetrate behind 
the enemy lines after working through two minefields and three bands of 
wire. 

At the head of a draw, this group was halted by heavy fire. They 
took up hasty defensive positions at this point to cover the advance of 
the 5th section and company headquarters. Two open emplacements to 
their front proved deadly and halted any further advance. 

The three men who had first penetrated the outer defenses now began 
a cautious movement toward one of the emplacements, finally closed with 
the enemy, and destroyed it. Two other open emplacements were then 
engaged with BAR and rifle fire and also were silenced by the same three 
men. The advance of the main body then continued and two more 
pillboxes were eliminated. 

At the time this engagement was going on, Lt. Williams was leading 
his 3rd section through an anti-personnel mine field, 'clearing a path for 
other sections to follow. A Sgt. Cama blew lanes through the mines 
\diiilc ufidef sniper and machine gun fire, completed his work and the 
section continued to make progress. Reaching the first high ground, Lt. 
Williams’ section took up hasty defensive positions and contacted the 
and section, on their left. Advancing as a unit, the two sections crossed 
a heavily mined road, and took up further defensive positions beyond it 
to await further orders. 

The remaining sections and headquarters soon reached this position 
and, under Lt. Cutler’s direction, set up a perimeter defense on the high 
groundr"The 5th section covered the right flank and started a patrol to 
Cabourg. The 3rd covered the left and moved out on patrol to Le Grande 
Hameau. 

The Jth section’s patrol to Cabourg, consisting of Pvts. Mielander, 
Butt and O’Dell were captured in that village when surrounded by j2 
of the lenemy. Butt was wounded in this action. After much persuasive 
talking, Mielander eventually conviced the Germans that they should 
surrender. 

The 3rd section’s patrol, under Sgt. Davis, ordered to cut the road 
between Le Grande Hameau and Colleville-sur-Mer, encountered resist- 
ance in the vicinity of Le Grande Hameau. Fire from the town forced 
the patrol’s withdrawal. 

At this point Capt. Richmond, “I” Company commander, an exper- 
ienced, combat-wise leader, appeared on a tour he was making in an 
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effort to reorganize the Third Battalion. Immediately afterwards, at 1300, 
one platoon of enemy, supported by heavy mortar and machine gun fire 
counterattadted the left flank and rear. The intense assault was repulsed 
by Lt. Stumbaugh’s section at the cost of 2 enlisted men killed and 4 
wounded. Another casualty was Lt. Monteith who, in order to direct 
the defense more effectively, exposed himself to direct fire and was killed. 

By this time, Capt. Richmond, having studied the patrol’s report on 
the patrol to Le Grande Hameau, ordered another toward the same town. 
This time a strong combat patrol was ordered out, to be followed by 
the remainder of the combined Third Battalion force, totalling 104 men, 
84 from “L” and the remainder from “I”, “K’‘ and “M“ companies. The 
patrol, under Lt. Williams, entered the town with little difficulty. El- 
ements of "K” company quickly entered the town, and “L” company 
followed, arriving by 1600 hours. 

Another patrol attempting to enter Cabourg again, met stiff opposit- 
ion and was unable to complete its mission. 

A little after 2100 hours a small covering patrol led by T/Sgt. 
Worosbyt, preceded the advance of the company as it worked out of Le 
Grande Hameau. 600 yards southwest of the town it set up defensive 
positions to protect the battalion’s right flank. During the night the 
Germans sent small parties out to attempt infiltrations. All of them were 
driven off, until near dawn, when several groups managed to penetrate 
to the rear of Company “L”. The 5th section destroyed all these units. 
One officer and 4 men were captured, and 8 or 10 were killed or 
wounded. About the same time, the 2nd section wiped out a 3-man 
reconnaissance patrol, and then cleaned the area of snipers who had been 
active throughout the night. 

It is difficult to give a closely-knit, integrated account of the actions 
of the 1 6th as a regiment on the beaches around Colleville-sur-Mer and 
Le Grande Hameau since the regiment itself was unable to operate as a 
closely-knit, integrated unit. Its seizure of the beadies and the initial 
foothold gained on the shores of Normandy were the summed up result 
of the heroism of individuals and the dearly bought successes of small 
groups of well-trained invasion troops with one idea in mind — establish- 
ment of a beachhead at any cost! 

To detail the actions of a battalion, as a battalion, is impossible since 
it was impossible for the companies, or parts of companies to group 
themselves and act as a battalion. 

For that reason, a good portion of the story of D-Day must be 
written as a number of stories in whidi companies or parts of companies 
are concerned as separate entities. 

Here are the stories of more of the companies that made this first 
seizure of German-held soil in France. 
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Scheduled to land at H plus 30 minutes, Company “K” touched 
down only 5 minutes late at 0705. All six boats made safe landings, but 
two were blown up by mines almost immediately after disgorging their 
troops. Enemy machine guns and sniper fire swept the beach while enemy 
mortar and artillery fire zeroed in on the beach, inflicting heavy casualties. 

Company “K” was pinned down by this fire. Riflemen took up 
positions behind a low embankment at the high tide mark. Capt. Anthony 
Prucnal, Company Commander, and Lt. Frederick L. Brandt, “K” Exe- 
cutive Officer were mortally wounded by the same shell. Lt. Brandt had 
been wounded a few minutes earlier by another shell. As Capt. Prucnal 
rushed to his aid and tried to drag him to shelter, another round came in. 

Lt. Alexander H Zbylut was wounded while coming in from his 
landing craft. Lt. James L. Robinson directed orders for an attack off 
the beach. He was killed by a sniper. 

Lt. Leo A. Stumbaugh and S/Sgt Barbieri reorganized the first and 
second assault sections, moved across the fire-swept terrain, gained first 
contact with the enemy, inflicted casualties and compelled a portion of 
the defending forces to withdraw. Reaching the top of the hill, the 
sections joined Company “L”, and set up a defensive position on their 
left flank. 

The unusual part of this action was the fact that “K” had been 
intended as the reserve company of the battalion. However, the assault 
craft carrying “I” Company in, as an assault unit, had gone to the 
wrong beach. Capt. Richmond, “I” Company commander perceiving this 
fact before a landing was made, had requested that “K” be given the 
mission of his company since it would have been impossible for his unit to 
reach the beach at anything like the scheduled time. This change had been 
made and “K” was thrown into the thick of the original landing. 

A report came to the defensive position held by Lt. Stumbaugh and 
his men, that the remainder of the company had fought its way to 
Cabourg. He sent out a patrol consisting of Sgt. Akins, Pfc. Potts and 
Pfc. Barbazon to ascertain the reliability of this report. They did not 
return. 

Stumbaugh moved his section to contact and destroy 15 Germans 
reported on the outskirts of Cabourg. Enemy fire from the flank forced 
his men to withdraw to the protection of a hedgerow. A BAR man was 
wounded. Three men set a light machine gun up in a forward position. 
They were not seen again. The remaining portion of the company then 
joined Company “L” for the assault on Le Grande Hameau. 

Meanwhile, another part of the company was having difficulty. Lt. 
Hallissey, after the initial exit from the beach had been made, with great 
difficulty, moved his men up a hill on the left flank. Three of an enemy 
machine gun crew were captured. One other German was killed and the 
remaining defenders withdrew to a hedgerow. 
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On the first objective, Lt. Garl Giles, “M” Company, joined “K” 
Company and assumed command. The 3rd section, under Lt. Silvers was 
ordei^ to clear a mine field and contact either “I” or “L” Company. 
About midway across open terrain, they were pinned down by madtine 
gun and snip>er fire. 

Lts. Giles and Silver, Sgt. Buel and three riflemen advanced 500 
yards beyond the head of the company and contacted “L” Company. The 
remainder of the company followed and proceeded into Le Grande 
Hameau with “L”, where a battalion reorganization was taking place. 

“K” Company’s casualties for the day numbered 51, most of the 
wounded and killed falling on the beach before the advance inland. 

Heavy weapons companies which landed in support waves suffered 
heavily on this costly day. Company “H”, scheduled to land on Easy Red 
at H plus 40 minutes, landed at H plus 57, late because time-out had 
been taken while exact directions had been obtained from the Navy 
Control boat. The boats came under heavy fire while some distance from 
shore, and casualties started to mount. The company landed too far to 
the left. Tanks on the beach to the right were not giving support. With 
the tide rising, many wounded were drowned. Equipment was lost. All 
radios either were lost in the water, or destroyed by shell fire. 

The situation existing on the beach for the whole battalion was 
critical in the extreme at the moment the company landed. Setting up 
heavy machine guns on the left flank, the gun sections started to pour 
fire into enemy pillboxes. Enemy machine guns exacted their toll and 
time-mines on the beach exploded continuously. To remain in their pos- 
itions would be disastrous. As did so many other companies that day, the 
men of “H” resolutely set forth through wire and mine fields to force a 
way inland. Most of the company went through the previously opened 
but still highly dangerous exit E-i, and set up mortars in ruined houses 
approximately 800 yards from the beach and 400 yards from Colleville- 
sur-Mer. From these positions, the mortars and machine gun platoons were 
able to give direct support to the rifle companies. By nightfall, 28 r en 
from the company were casualties. 

Company “M”, the third Battalion’s heavy weapons company, had 
similar difficulty. Scheduled to land on Fox Green at H plus 40 minutes, 
it too was late, landing at H plus 50. So heavy was the fire during the 
approach to the beach that the prearranged order of landing could not be 
followed. However, a landing was made with comparatively few 
casualties. 

By this time the beach was crowded with men from the Infantry, 
Artillery and Engineers. Attempting a hasty reorganization, one section 
under Lt. Lazo effectively engaged, with their machine guns, one of the 
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pany commander realized where the vessels were heading, the company 
would have (been landed near Port-en-Bessiin, far to the left of the 
designated beadi. It was this officer, who, realizing the predicament the 
company was in, had requested that “K” Company he given the assign- 
ment originally intended for “I”. It was also Capt. Richmond, whose 
aggressive action and cool head under fire effected much of the reorganiz- 
ation which got the Third Battalion off the beach and into a semblance 
of an organized unit. 

But, getting back to “M” Company — in the landing, the headquart- 
ers boat was the first to reach the beach. Seven men were hit by small arms 
and artillery fire as they started across the narrow strip of shale that 
separated the water from a low mound which ran parallel with the water. 

Capt. Edmonds lost no time reorganizing his group which acted as 
both company and battalion CP until Major White, Battalion Executive 
officer arrived. 

When Lt. Lazo’s boat was 200 yards from shore, the coxswain and 
another sailor were killed by machine gun fire. The troops aboard it 
took to the water and swam the rest of the way in. 

Lt. Booth’s boat was half-filled with water when it was still some 
distance from the beach. It finally capsized and the men waded ashore. 
He found one of the sections of guns at the foot of a rocky cliff where 
Booth, joining Lt. Lazo on shore, selected a position for his machine guns. 
4 men had been wounded. Taking this section, he followed Capt. Rich- 
mond toward a strongpoint to the right of a draw which ran down to the 
shore. 

Another Lt. Booth, (Everett) had difficulty making a landing when 
the coxswain was forced to maneuver his boat between others which had 
been sunk. He pushed the craft around to the left end of the beach a 
hundred yards from shore. Four men were hit when personnel waded to 
land. Most of the equipment was saved. 

Lt. Ramirez’ boat capsized offshore. Men swam to a line of stakes, 
then waded the rest of the way inshore. Despite the continuing enemy 
machine gun fire, this section suffered no casualties. Once on shore, men 
rejoined their platoons and a semblance of organization began to come 
out of the chaos. 

Taking the landings chronologically, the next group to come in was 
the regimental advance CP. 102 officers and men, under Lt. Col. Mat- 
thews, Executive Officer were scheduled to land on Easy Red, at H plus 
70 minutes. Although a heavy volume of enemy artillery and small arms 
fire poured into the craft, the landing was made on schedule. At 0720, 
approximately 150 yards offshore, the ramp was lowered. Landing at 
extreme low water, the men had but a short distance to cover behind 
these obstacles. The wounded were soon submerged. Cover was impossible 
to find, and confusion and disorganization followed. 
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Among the first to be killed instantly in the water was Lt. Col. 
Matthews. 35 others were killed or wounded from the time the ramp was 
lowered till the beadi was readied. No exits haviiing been blown in this 
section of the landing area, a 7 yard beadihead was a hell of dead, 
wounded and disorganized troops under continuous heavy enemy fire. 
Key communication equipment was lost, key personnel dead, wounded 
and missing. The advance CP, under these conditions, found it impossible 
to set up command post operations. 

Supporting units, not normally part of the reg-iment, but attached 
as p>art of Combat Team 16, were having the same difficulties that 
confronted the infantry. Chemical mortar companies, engineer units and 
miscellaneous organizations were landing in the wrong areas, at the wrong 
times, and once ashore were subjected to the same hell of fire that cost so 
many lives among the assault waves. 

At about the same time the advance CP was landing, the First Bat- 
talion, initially scheduled to be in reserve, came ashore. When Company 
“A” came ashore on Easy Red, Capt. Pence and his men found elements of 
the Second Battalion still pinned down on the beach. Immediately at- 
tempting to seize the high ground bade of the shore line, the company 
pushed forward. Pence was wounded. While crossing a mined anti-tank 
ditch, Lts. McElyea and Webne and 45 enlisted men were wounded or 
killed by small arms and mortar fire. 

On reaching the high ground, numerous machine gun nests confronted 
the remains of the company. T/Sgt. Benn took over the 4th section when 
Lt. McElyea became a casualty, and proceeded to clear out the woods 
from which most of the fire was coming. He and three others were 
wounded. Another section came to their assistance but itself was pinned 
down. When Lts. Long and Hindicliffe moved their sections, flanked the 
enemy position, and cleared out a madiine gun nest, Lt. Long and his 
section were caught in enemy crossfire. He and his men were killed 
wounded or captured. 

Later, after considerable maneuvering and further losses, the enemy- 
was forced to withdraw. The company then advanced until it met strong 
grenade and rodeet fire on enemy emplacements holding up the advance. 
The enemy main points of resistance were silenced and only scattered 
snipers remained in the woods during the night. 

Lt. Kolb joined and assumed command of the company prior to 
reaching its objective. 

Company “C”, landing abreast of “A”, came ashore midway between 
Fox Green and Easy Red. It was the same old, disastrous story: heavy 
fire hit the craft while still some distance offshore. The second boat 
(received a direct hit causing several casualties. The company disem- 
barked under the heaviest fire, in 7 feet of water. Several men were killed 
or wounded in the water. Several more drowned. Pinned down on the 
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beach, a hasty reorganization was made and the unit pushed forward 
through a cleared path in the minefiield and up to a clifftop where 
Germans were killed, captured or dispersed and a further reorganization 
was made. 

Following its reorganization, the company pushed inland approx- 
imately 500 yards until it halted at a manor house near Colleville-sur- 
Mer for further reorganization. Here artillery and mortar fire caused 
further casualties. Despite this fire the advance continued until sniper and 
machine gun fire effectively halted the forward movement. Large numbers 
of enemy were observed to the south and the company dug in for the 
night. During the night, naval artillery was directed on a farmhouse where 
about 200 of the enemy had spent the night. This fire caused a general 
withrawal by the Germans and Company “C” moved south again to a 
point northeast of and overlooking Surrain. This movement took most 
of the day following D-Day, and on the night of D plus i, “C” dug in 
on this vantage point overlooking the town. 

The reserve company of the First battalion. Company “B”, landed 
between H plus 80 minutes and H plus 85 minutes, coming in on Easy 
Red under the same fire concentrations that hit every unit landing that 
bloody day. It, too, found assault troops of previous waves still pinned 
down cm the beach. 

The company headquarters craft received two direct hits and sank 
as it landed. The company moved up to the wire barrier and section 
leaders quickly reorganized their men. Five breaches in the wire, previously 
blown by Company “A” were used by “B” as it cleared the beach. Smoke 
grenades used by the first and third sections very effectively covered the 
company’s movement, permitting the exit from the beach to be made 
with fewer casualties than had been the case with those who had gone 
through earlier. 

Unable to contact the battalion because the radio operator had been 
wounded and his SCR 300 lost, “B” Company pushed forward on its 
own initiative. A minefield and the same heavy fire inflicted more losses. 
The 3rd and 5th sections, attempting to advance over the first high 
ground were cut down by the usual small arms and automatic weapons 
fire. The most unfortunate part of this fire wias the fact that the com- 
pany had been pinned down m another mine field which increased the 
losses. The two sections withdrew, moved left and reached the top of 
a ridge 400 yards left of Exit E-i. 

Once the battalion CP was located, “B” Company took up a position 
to the right of Company “C”. 

From the tops of the cliffs, the Battalion attadced straight inland 
(due south) where Company “B” advanced, rapidly clearing isolated 
enemy machine gun and sniper positions. At 1300 the company was at 
the crossroads iK> miles inland, mile west of Colleville-sur-Mer. The 
entire battalion was held up there by strong enemy resistance. 
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One good thing had developed during the preceding few hours — 
the battalion had begun to operate as a unit. 

Company “C” cleared a patch of woods from which most of the 
enemy fire had been coming and the battalion attack continued southwest. 
The high ground southwest of the crossroads was seized and organized 
for defense. Company “C” was in the center with “A” on the left and 
“B” on the right. The remnants of Company “E” and “F“ (portions 
of which had been separated from the parent units on landing) were on the 
left of “A”. Their total strength — about a full-sized platoon. Company 
“D” was in support with only 3 heavy machine guns and 3 mortars. 

At this point, the battalion had captured 65 prisoners and had had 
127 enlisted and 4 officer casualties, far less than had been suffered by the 
Second and Third battalions, but grievous ones for a battalion initially in 
reserve. 

Enemy activity was encountered throughout the night, and small 
enemy groups tried to penetrate Company “B’s” positions. An enemy 
strongpoint was neutralized the following morning and when the i8th 
Infantry moved up on the right, “B” moved forward 600 yards, took a 
point on high ground overlooking Surrain, and spent the second night 
in that vicinity. 

Also, on the morning of the 7th, one platoon of regimental anti-tank 
guns, plus two guns from battalion anti-tank platoon arrived and were 
placed on the flanks and to the rear of battalion positions. 

At 1000 hours. Cannon Company, originally attached to this battalion, 
arrived, but with only one gun and this one unable to fire. Personnel from 
Cannon Company went into position as riflemen to protect the bat- 
talion’s rear. 

It may seem from the acount of the actions of the regiment’s various 
units that casualties were unduly heavy. It may be that they were no 
greater than previously laid plans might have allowed for, but undoubt- 
edly they were heavier than had been hoped for. There was a reason for 
the severity of losses. 

Combat Team 16 was prepared to meet one regiment, the 726th on 
Easy Rod and Fox Green !^adies. The team met more than a division! 

G-2 had reported chat the 352nd Infantry Division was in the vicinity 
of St. Lo. The state of its training had indicated that it was a Field 
Division and not a Coastal Division. For that reason, although it had been 
expected that it would be encountered sooner or later, preparations had 
not been made for meeting it on the beadi. 

From one of the first German prisoners it was learned that on D 
minus i the 352nd had moved out of the St. Lo area to the vicinity of 
Omaha Beadi for maneuvers. At 0630 hours when Combat Team 16 
assaulted Omaha Beach, the 352nd was behind the coastal strongpoints 
whidi were manned by the expected 726th Regiment. 
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It was also learned from a captured German artillery captain that 
his battery of the 352nd Artillery Regiment was zeroed-in on the beach 
from a point 6 kilometers to the south. 

In addition to these units, the 517th and 518th Sdmelle Abteilung, 
each of battalion strength, training organizations, were swiftly thrown 
into the battle on D-Day. Also, German naval units, whose vessels had 
been destroyed, were put ashore and used as infantry. 

Range cards found in defensive positions contained evidence of 
detailed preparations for invasion. The enemy even had information 
detailing differences between an LST-5 and an LST-6. Their field of 
fire of weapons zeroed-in on the beaches was the culmination of anticipat- 
ion, precaution, and infinite painstaking to insure infliction of the great- 
est possible damage on an invading force. 

The result of this thorough preparation was an inferno of fire which 
caused the piling up of wave after wave of men on the beaches. This 
dangerous chaotic condition continued until after the landing of the 
regular CP of CT 16. 

At H plus 95 minutes, the CP was to have landed on Easy Red. At 
H plus 1 1 o the ramps of the vessels carrying the CP personnel were 
lowered. The craft had been under artillery and machine gun fire for 
several hundred yards on the way in. However, there was no fire, when 
the troops waded waist deep into the water. This condition continued 
until the moment when the last man left the boat. 

Reaching the beach. Col. Taylor found elements of the assault troops 
still pinned down. He immediately gathered battalion and company com- 
manders at the Forward CP and ordered them to lead troops off the 
crowded beadi. He supervised reorganization and hasty gathering of units. 
When the only beach exit was finally made by Lt. Spaulding’s section 
from Company “E”, the colonel commanded troops to dear the area 
immediately through this exit, E-i. 

The Regimental Medical Section, having landed with this group, 
went to work immediately and pulled the wounded from the surf, shelter- 
ing men as best they could from the continual fire. The First, Second, and 
Third Battalion Medical sections also were functioning. These sections 
found men killed by mines, machine gun, mortar and artillery fire, but 
found the greater portion of the dead had died of bullet wounds through 
the head, evidently the resoilt of sniper fire. 

The group set up an aid station in the vicinity of the Regimental CP. 
All personnel were present except Capt. Tierney, the dental surgeon, who 
was missing in action. All portable medical equipment had been hand- 
carried ashore. Other equipment was salvaged from the beach. 

Under Major Tegtmyer, Regimental Surgeon, medical personnel 
functioned on the slope up from the beach. T/3 Bailey and T/3 Frieden- 
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berg volunteered to go back to the beach, which was under the most 
concentrated artillery and mortar fire to render first aid and rescue a 
wounded man from a minefield. 

Their’s was not the only act of heroism. It is cited only as an 
example. 8o casualties were collected in the immediate vicinity of the aid 
station. Not all of them lived, death resulting from shock and exposure 
despite the use of copious quantities of blood plasma. 

During this time. Cannon Company was attempting to land. Scheduled 
to come in at H plus no minutes, the craft carrying the company’s half- 
tracks were hit an hour before landing time. Several were killed or 
wounded and the vessels were forced to withdraw. At H plus 120, one of 
the boats returned and landed its half-tracks. Three drivers were wounded 
immediately. The litter of tanks and other wreckage prevented these 
vehicles from moving. In addition, the beach exits had not yet been 
opened. 

At H plus 360 the other landing craft returned to the shore and 
unloaded its half-tracks. Four of the total number landed were destroyed 
by shell fire. The remainiing ones were driven to the vehicle assembly 
area, near which the exits were about to be or already had been opened. 

Typical of the bad luck that dogged supporting units on D-Day was 
the series of misfortunes which befell six howitzer sections scheduled to 
come in in DUKW’s. Run into the water while 12 miles from shore, these 
amphibious craft shipped a great deal of water, because of the steep angle 
of the ramp down which they were run into the sea. Every effort was 
made to bail them out enroute to the rendezvous area. Motors on two of 
the DUKW’s stalled. After tow ropes were cast off, motors refused to start. 
Finally, two started. The ones which would not run, quickly submerged 
in the heavy seas. Of the 4 remaining, i sank enroute to help the men 
from those which had sunk. Most of these men were saved by the Navy. 
One ocher which was sinking reached a Rhino Ferry and its crew was 
picked up before it sank. The two remaining reached the rendezvous area 
and proceeded toward the beach. Enroute, they also sank in the rough 
water. Most of their personnel, likewise, was rescued by the Navy. How- 
ever, 24 men were lost from the 6 sections. 

The remaining personnel was assembled on an LST and landed at 
1300 hours on D plus i. The Company Executive officer had one remain- 
ing howitzer towed to an assembly area, organized a salvage detail, fitted 
his men with helmets and rifles from casaulties, proceeded inland and 
joined the First Battalion in the afternoon as a rifle company. 

Artist Wm. Fraccio, in this portrait of Brig. Gen. George A. Taylor, hcis 
caught the mixture of earthy humor and determination which made this 
officer an outstanding combat leader. Gen. Taylor, 1st Division Asst. Cc>m- 
manding General, served as 16th CO from the latter stages of the Afrcian 
campaign, through Sicily, D-Day and up to mid July, 1944, when he left to 
become Asst. CO of the 4th Infantry Division. He returned to the 1st Div- 
ision late in the autumn of 1944. 
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Recommendation for 
''Distinguished Unit Citation" 



The account of this action which earned for the i6th the War 
Department’s “Distinguished Unit Citation” covers the day’s activities in 
the overall aspect. It follows: 

On the morning of the 6th June, 1944, the i6th Infantry Regiment, 
under the most adverse conditions, assaulted the coast of France, near 
Colleville-sur-Mer against a long-prepared, determined and powerfully 
emplaced enemy. While moving inshore in assault craft, violent seas 
swamped the regiment’s supporting weapons and hurled men and boats 
into the intricate and almost impenetrable barriers of mine-capped under- 
water obstacles. From commanding and numerous reinforced concrete 
pillboxes, machine gun emplacements and snipers’ nests imbedded in 
cliffsides, impregnable to the violent air and naval bombardments preced- 
ing the assault came a withering hail of artillery and small arms fire that 
struck down hundreds as they struggled through shoulder deep water 
towards the beadi. 

Within a few hours almost a third of the assault strength were 
casualties. Men dragged themselves shoreward leaderless and scattered by 
the loss of key peronnel. Blocked from advancing by minefields, pinned 
down by annihilating fire, wave after wave piled up on a seven yard 
beachhead until thousands of men lay huddled on the fire swept shore. 

In the face of an apparently hopeless situation, the i6th infantry 
began its reorganization. Officers and men gathered the remnants of their 
units together, and slowly, with groups being out down almost as soon 
as formed, began to develop from a confused, hurt mass into a cohesive, 
determined figthing force. Innumerable acts of gallantry were performed 
in the face of superior enemy fire. Men lay in the flat, mine-strewn 
meadows in plain view of the enemy and returned the direcrt fire of 
protected enemy artillery and machine guns with rifle and rocket launcher 
fire. Leaderless men attached themselves to the forming groups. A breach 
was blown in the wire and the regiment advanced. Human mine markers 
lay in the mine fields guiding the passage of the battling troops. With 
grim determination and suffering terrible casualties, the regiment forced 
its way forward in a frontal assault on five principal enemy strong points. 
They engaged the enemy and, in a magnificent display of courage and 
will to win, destroyed them. 

The beach opened by the i6th Infantry Regiment was the main 
personnel exit for the V corps for the next 48 hours. Battered to a terrible 
degree the Regiment continued its advance toward its final objective. 
They drove back a fanatically resisting enemy and repulsed five separate 
counterattacks by numerically superior forces until the First Division and 
V Corps beachhead was secured. 
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CHAPTER XII 
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our companies expect to be in it soon. The First battalion of the 26th is 
a little south of Etreham. The i8th is having a fight there now. We got 
a rumor that the enemy is moving 200 or 300 men in tonight.” 

At 01 JO on the morning of June 9, almost three days after the 
landing, the Third Battalion was reported on its D-Day objectives. The 
unusual feature is not that they were almost three days late in arriving, 
but that they arrived at all. It is a tribute to the rare courage and ability 
of men of the i6th that the regiment ever came off wild, fire-swept 
Omaha Bead). 

The 1 6th continued in division reserve throughout the day, a fact 
whidi did not mean a period of rest by any means. The advancing forward 
elements, in order to make any progress at all, had, of necessity, to bypass 
numerous strongpoints, and great numbers of snipers. The i6th cleaned 
them out. 

Infiltration was a menace through the early morning hours before 
daylight. When the First Battalion detachment holding Etreham moved 
out, the enemy moved in and a “K” Company contact patrol drew fire 
from a supposedly American-held point. 

Units on the flanks were not having easy going. The British in 
Vaucelles and the 26th, at St. Anne, were meeting heavy enemy attacks 
of armor and infantry. The Brtish were driven out of Vaucelles and one 
company of the 26th was overrun by tanks. Some concern was felt over 
the possibility that the Second Battalion might become involved in the 
tank attack, if it continued to make progress against the 26th. 

However, by noon the Allied units were forging ahead again. The 
1 6th continued to work on the everlasting snipers. One distasteful incident 
occurred in the morning when the First Battalion killed a sniper and 
found the murderous marksman to be a 14 year old Frendi girl. 

Most of the action throughout the day consisted of patrolling. Strong 
patrols cleaned out Vaucelles and Mosles. 

The next day, the loth, the regiment moved into an assembly area 
from which it was to be prepared to move out to assist the i8th in a 
further advance of the Division. 

Late in the night (loth July), Regimental S-4 Major McKoan, who 
had replaced Major Godfrey who was killed on the beach, called S-i 
with the following message: “They are unloading LST 557 on Easy White 
Beach. It has our bedding rolls on it. We don’t have any trucks, so will 
have to get them tomorrow . . • ” This was welcome news. The nights in 
Normandy were cold. 

Little activity occurred on the iith. The most disturbing event of the 
day happened to the Second Battalion. When their bed rolls arrived from 
the beach they found many of them had been rifled. 
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For the remainder of June, the i6th stayed in division reserve. Oc- 
casionally one of its battalions would be shifted to some special mission, 
but the regiment did not stage any offensive as a unit. Its mission for 
the most part was to protect the flanks and rear of the i8th and 26th 
combat teams. This is not to say that there was no activity — there was. 
Constant patrolling went on, and there were occasional sharp fire fights, 
of minor importance in the large scheme of the campaign, but deadly in 
their effect on the small groups involved. 

Late on the 12th, an order came to move to the vicinity of La 
Chapelle. This put the i6th over 20,000 yards in from Omaha Beach. It 
was well that the burden of the attack had not fallen on the regiment 
during the preceding few days, since D-Day had imposed so many casu- 
alties that it was in no condition to carry on a sustained offensive. 

“F” Company of the Second Battalion ran into difficulty on the 
19th when a strong patrol was sent out to the flank and was pinned 
down by an enemy strong point. Heavy machine gun and rifle fire 
prevented either an advance or withdrawal. Help could not be got to it 
until after dark, and it was not until the early morning hours of the 20th 
that the survivors were returned. Three men were killed in this action 
and 5 wounded. 

Light artillery fire continued to harass the regiment throughout the 
next several days. Patrols kept pushing out to the flanks and the front 
and kept running into light small arms fire. The enemy never appeared 
to be in any great strength on any of these forays, bxit reports of strong 
concentrations of infantry and armor kept all units on the alert. 

This time was more one of waiting for other divisions to finish the 
task of cutting off the Cherbourg Peninsula. A period of waiting for a 
supply reserve to be built up, a strengthening of positions for big work 
later on. 

The night of June 22-23 fairly typical. In a report to G-2, of 

Division, Maj. Lauten, Regimental S-2, reported: 60 patrols — no PW’s 
taken — no casualties — no additional information.” 

This was the pattern of things for the rest of the month. There were 
some weird doings in connection with Vidouville. To all appearances the 
village would be vacated by the Germans, yet when patrols would attempt 
to enter at night, they would be met by small arms fire. This was not 
a single occurrence but happened several times, A parachute regiment, 
one of the elite outfits of the German Army, was facing the regiment at 
this time and its actions were unpredictable. It appeared that one of their 
intentions was to keep the i6th guessing. 

Towards the end of the month, other divisions cut across the Cher- 
bourg Peninsula and Cherbourg, itself, fell. Officers of the division, who 
saw the port, reported it in fairly good condition. They saw Carentan, 

— 119 — 



Digitized ty 



Cngiral from 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 




also, and referred back to the Sicilian campaign for a comparison of the 
destruction in the city. It was, they said, “beaten up like Troina.” 

It was during this period, too, that it became increasingly apparent 
that the Germans intended doing something about driving the invaders 
back into the sea. SS regiments, crack Panzer Divisions and Parachute 
outfits were showing up all along the line. 

Once set up in the vicinity of Caumont, patrol action continued to 
be the main activity. Only two battalions were kept on line, with one in 
reserve — a reserve that amounted to being in a rest area. It was not all 
a period of waiting. Occasionally there were sharp, if small actions, such 
as the night of June 30, when an enemy patrol of considerable strength 
began closing in on an outpost of “I” Company. Captain Kimball Rich- 
mond requested mortar fire around the position, Lt. McCarthy, whose 
handling of mortars was exceptional, directed fire around the outpost 
with incredible accuracy. He was able to drop 81 mm rounds in as close 
as JO yards to the outpost with safety to the defenders. So intense a fire 
was laid down that the enemy was quickly driven away, leaving behind 
as they retreated, several of their dead. 

Every available means of harassing the enemy was used. Multiple- 
mount JO calibre machine guns were hauled up to front-line positions and 
used to supplement small arms fire; batteries of individual jo’s were 
organized with guns from rifle company jeeps manned by men from the 
heavy weapons companies. To add to their effect and further confuse 
the enemy, these batteries were used for both direct and indirect fire, 
being moved from position to position frequently. Most enemy action was 
confined to weak patrolling and a little fire from SP guns. This latter 
usually came in on schedule, between 1900 and 2100 every day. 

It appeared that an effort was being made to build up for an attack 
straight ahead through the German positions fronting the i6th. However, 
on the 13th of July, the regiment was relieved in this Caumont sector, 
The 2nd Infantry Regiment of the jth Division, took over the i6th’s 
positions without incident. The enemy, either through observation or 
intelligence activity seemed to be aware of the move since their artillery 
was increasingly active as the move was made. 

A motor march of between 2j and 30 miles took the unit badk to 
Colombieres, in Calvados, where a bivouac was established. Showers and 
recreational facilities were available and a rehabilitation process began. 
Five weeks of campaigning were ended by this break in front line activity. 

On July 14th, the i6th lost its commanding officer when Col. George 
A. Taylor was promoted to Assistant Commander of the 4th Infantry 
Division. He remained with the 4th, acquiring the stars of a brigadier 
general, until October when he returned to the First Division as its 
Assistant Commanding General. Lt. Col. Charles T. Horner, Commanding 
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By this time the intentions of the Allied Forces were becoming ap- 
parent. The big plan for this operation COBRA was the break-through 
of German defenses to isolate approximately 40,000 Germans north of the 
Coutance-St. Lo Road. These were the enemy troops who remained on 
the Cherbourg Peninsula to the west of the Allied divisions which had 
driven them out of Carentan at the base of the peninsula and Cherbourg, 
at the tip. 

Preceding the attack there would be an intense air saturation by as 
many as 4500 fighters, medium and heavy bombers of the 9th Air Force, 
to be followed by a rolling barrage of 200 155’s and 220 105’s. Im- 
mediately after this terrific barrage, the Third Armored Division would 
make a break-through drive from St. Lo to the vicinity of Coutances. 
Until a breach was effected there would be no movement by the First 
Division. 

In the division plan, once the break was effected, CT 16, in a 
motorized column, would move out, screened by Companies “B” and "C” 
of the 745th Tank Battalion and Company “A” of the 634th Tank 
Destroyer Battalion. CT 16 would pass through the Ninth Division, whidi 
had been on line in the area, and relieve elements of CT 18 on Objective 
number i, which was in the vicinity of Camprond, about 10 miles west 
of St. Lo. It was to destroy or capture the enemy north of the St. Lo- 
Coutances road; organize objective Number i for all-around defense; be 
prepared to repel enemy counterattacks or attempts to break out of the 
pocket; gain and maintain contact with the 4th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron on the east and the i8th Combat team on the west (on Objec- 
tive 3) and to gain and maintain contact with CT 26 when that unit 
reached Objective 2. 

In this attadi, the Third Battalion of the i6th, was to be prepared 
to be employed with the 745 th Tank Battalion to break through enemy 
resistance and secure the uninterrupted advance of the Combat Team. 
The First Battalion was to be prepared to reinforce the Third in breaking 
through enemy resistance. The Second Battalion would, while providing 
the rear guard for the motorized column, be prepared to reinforce advance 
elements of CT 16 in breaking through. All battalions were to patrol to 
adjacent units. 

Patrolling would be active and aggressive with local security main- 
tained by units at all times. The battalions would be responsible for 
security to the flanks for a distance of one mile. All units were to be 
prepared for combat enroute and if forced to stop due to enemy action 
prior to reaching the detrucking point, the main road would be cleared 
and detrucking points would be selected. 

There would be maximum disruption of enemy communications; all 
hostile lines would be cut. All units would be cautioned that enemy mines 
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had been found in the assembly area. As soon as the line held by the 
Ninth Infantry Division was passed, all units were to be prepared to 
fight to their objectives. 

Air saturation would be 8 to 13,000 tons of 100 — 2jo pound bombs. 

There was an optimistic note in the reports of the enemy situation. 
Totalling 40,000 troops (10 divisions), a formidable number, they did not 
appear to be too well organized. However, they numbered some of the best 
organizations of the German Army among their regiments and divisions. 
Several SS Divisions and a good many Parachute Regiments were known 
to be on line. 

Other information concerning the enemy included the fact that Allied 
bombing of Coutances, prior to July 14th, did not seem to have been 
effective since movement through the town apparently was not seriously 
hampered. 

It was believed that there was no major enemy reserve west of the 
Vire River which could be used to strike the southern flank of the break- 
through force. 

As was said before, Coutances was selected as the ultimate objective 
because it was the bottleneck for virtually all roads from the north and 
northwest. Its seizure would automatically result in the paralysis of enemy 
communication from that area to the south and, in depth, would be a 
breakthrough resulting in the isolation of 40,000 German troops. 

The attack to the vicinity of the ocean would be a familiar operation 
to CT 16, used as it had become to fighting over flat terrain covered 
by small fields and ordiards separated by hedgerows. 

The Germans were not unaware that something was brewing, and 
their military geniuses apparently had estimated the intentions of the 
Allies fairly accurately. It was reported that virtually all civilians had 
been evacuated from Coutances. 

The enemy was capable of seizing the high ground prior to arrival of 
the First Division and utilizing elements north of Coutances, especially 
of the Second Panzer Division. The enemy might counterattack the posi- 
tion from the northwest, or they might attack frontally from the north 
with the idea of breaking through the center of the position to reach the 
main St. Lo-Coutance Road. Then again it was possible that the enemy, 
turning the right of the First Division’s positions, might attempt to isolate 
the First, and provide for himself north-south communications along 
the Marigny-Cerisy-La Salle line. 

The First Division would have to command the high ground (western 
portion of the ridge) that ran east from the coast to the Vire River, south 
of St. Lo. 

There was also the possibility that the enemy 84th Corps, immed- 
iately following the air bombardment, might divine the intentions of the 
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First Division and attempt to hold this ridge against their attack. It 
was more likely, however, that the enemy, unable to move adequate 
forces in the area, would counterattack from the northwest at dawn the 
following day. 

In the tedious move to the assembly area on the next day, CT i6’s 
operations were slowed by rain and deep mud. One halftrack overturned 
and one light tank overturned. One man was killed and three injured in 
the tank accident. Jeeps, trucks and half-tracks bogged down on road 
shoulders. So foul was the weather that the entire operation was postponed 
24 hours. 

On July 22, heavy rains again delayed operation. The following 
night, the rains still continuing. Col. Gibb introduced the i6th’s new 
executive officer, Lt. Col. J. K. Woolnough. At this time he also stated 
that Ralph Ingersoll, author of “The Battle is the Pay-Off”, had brought 
confirmed reports that the enemy was aware of Plan COBRA and the 
information necessitated a change in the plan. 

CT 16 now had not only bad weather to contend with but also the 
knowledge that the enemy was fortifying the original objectives of 
Combat Teams 16 , 18 and 26. The enemy was withdrawing from the 
north, and it was evident that the air plan was also suspected because 
units were withdrawing outside the proposed air saturation boundaries. 
This indicated the prospect of intense fighting long the St. Gilles-Marigny 
line for CT 16. 

Though the axis of advance remained the same, after some changes 
in plan had been made, there was a greater possibility of a foot march 
and engagement with the enemy sooner than planned. 

Plan COBRA had depended to a great extent for its success on the 
probability that enemy north of the St. Lo — Coutances Road would be 
surprised and isolated by the attack. 

Col. Gibb stated to an assembly of battalion and attached units com- 
manding officers that the attack, unfortunately, was a week late. “Three 
days ago,” he said, “the enemy had no transportation, no gas for tanks 
and was short of ammunition. Bad weather favored him. Within 72 hours 
his troops were supplied with sufficient gas and ammunition to move 
south, dig in and be prepared for our attack.” 

Shortly before midnight of the 23rd, to confirm reports still further, 
the 130th Panzer Division (4000 troops) was pulled out of line and out 
of the vicinity of the planned air concentration. 

The following morning, July 24th, planes approached their targets 
but low clouds and poor visibility, generally, forced postponement of the 
attack. 

The lull caused by unfavorable weather for air, armor and infantry 
permitted the enemy the chance to draw other units farther to the south 
and dig in. 
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These three days of drenching rain slowed up operations not only 
in this sector but all along the Normandy front. The American sector, 
bogged down by heavy rain and thick mud, remained generally static. It 
was reported that the enemy, removed from the pressure of American 
attacks, were beginning a “scorched earth” policy, breaking up agri- 
cultural machinery to use as barriers. 

On July 2jth, the weather cleared up. Ten prisoners taken in the 
morning reported they were from a Marsch Battalion which had arrived 
the day before. They were ordered to attack the afternoon before, they 
said, but they refused. “We wanted nothing to do with this goddam war,” 
the prisoners stated. 

At 0045 ^he first formation of bombers to go over the lines west of 
St. Lo shook the entire sector with their bombs, joo Normandy based 
P-4/’s followed by 1500 bombers, escorted by 500 fighters and joo light 
and medium bombers participated in the massive aerial assault. Not a 
single enemy interceptor rose to engage the 8th and 9th Air Force armada, 
as they dropped thousands of fragmentation bombs on machine gun nests, 
pillboxes, gun emplacements and troop concentrations to pave the way 
for the American drive. 

Because the weather hadn’t improved, the attack was postponed again. 
Lt. Ramirez, liaison officer with the Ninth Division, brought back news 
that the morning’s aerial assault shook up the Ninth, Fourth and Thirtieth 
Divisions and had also caused casualties among other elements of the First. 

A 902nd Panzer Grenadier captured that night reported the demor.i- 
lizing effect of the bombing. He said the only way to get out of it was lo 
run toward our lines. He also reported the line only lightly held, adding 
that once the Americans broke through the shell there would be nothing 
to stop them. Their morale was low, he said, but their spirit was not yet 
broken. 

Other information indicated that the basis of German defense was 
dug-in tanks. Because enemy artillery was still reported in considerable 
strength, i6th personnel was cautioned to dig-in in the assembly area. 

On the morning of the 26th, between 1900 and 2000 heavy and 
medium bombers of the 8th Air Force once again bombed the enemy held 
high ground to further soften him before the ground troops advanced. 

However, because of the steady rain, Colonel Gibb again called off 
the attack with the statement, “Rain. No Game. Double header tomorrow.” 

The 1 8th CT pushed off that day and by noon were progressing 
slowly southwards towards Marigny. In the middle of the afternoon, 
they reported very heavy mortar and artillery fire on them as they ap- 
proached their first phase line. Most of their trouble appeared to be 
coming from one particular grid square on which they called for an air 
mission. An interesting note was added when they reported the area over 
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By iioo, the battalion was only 2000 yards north of Marigny. 

Riding tanks and TD’s from this point, the force branched off the 
maim road onto a dirt road to bypass Marigny to the west. Just west of 
the town an enemy counterattack hit the head of the column. One Mark 
IV tank and an anti-tank gun took a toll of one tank and wounded 
several men in “I” Company. At 1930 hours, “I” Company was forced 
to dismount from its tanks because of the heavy machine gun fire coming 
in from the flank. An hour later 100 troops, one Mark IV and another 
anti-tank gun counterattacked. As this attack came along the approadi 
march route, whidi was supposed to have been cleared by the i8th. Regi- 
ment requested of Division that the i8th send a company to take care 
of the enemy. 

Two platoons from “I” Company, led by Capt. Ridimond dropped 
off to deal with this force, while the remainder of the column continued 
on its way, swinging west as it reached the Marigny-Coutances road- 

At 2151 hours, the First Battalion was given the green light and 
moved out on the attack. The Second Battalion continued to wait for 
orders. 

While the BBC radio announced the death of Gen. Leslie McNair, 
killed in the St. Lo area, the day before, intense shelling of American 
troops in the vicinity of Marigny continued. Out in front, the armored 
column screening the Third Battalion encountered enemy burp guns. 

At 2213 hours, the Second Battalion moved into the attack. All three 
battalions were now on the road. Since it was narrow, it was jammed 
with vehicles and personnel. Enemy artillery continued to fall to the 
west and southwest, but consistently missed the road. Several times the 
near vicinity of a crossroads would come under fire, but never the road 
itself. 

Only scattered resistance met the i6th during this part of the night. 
Earlier in the evening, at 1830, a minor tank engagement took place near 
La Chapelle, but the accompanying tank force of the i6th, CCB of the 
Third Armored Division experienced no major tank battle. This was not, 
however, to be taken as an indication that the Germans had no armor. 
During the afternoon, 100 enemy tanks had been seen between La Chapelle 
and Coutances. Late in the afternoon they had been heavily attacked by 
the Air Force. 

By this time it was apparent to Col. Gibb that the enemy might 
attempt to withdraw the maximum number of troops possible from the 
pocket area north of Coutances, down through that town and also 
infiltration might be tried through American-held portions of the road. 
The enemy might, also, attempt to hold open the Coutances escape route 
by throwing all available forces against the i6th’s westward penetration, 
supported by the remaining tank units from the Second SS. There was, 

— 128 — 



Gouglc 



Origiral ‘^om 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





PATH OF SIXTEESTH 



in addition, the diance that German plans might include a night attack 
with the objective of retaking Marigny, thereby keeping open the escape 
route through the Coutance-Marigny line. 

All indications, however, pointed to a complete state of disorganizat- 
ion among the partially encircled troops. It was quite evident that there 
was a definite lack of communications and a very poor knowledge of the 
American situation. 

The i6th’s operations were not going with complete smoothness and 
dispatch. Early in the morning of the 28th, Col. Gibb reported, “Situation 
confused. Traffic rotten. Movement to La Chappelle impossible at this 
time. Tanks double-banked on road. Receiving enemy artillery fire. Request 
notification of CCB intentions. Enemy confused, but present! Casualties 
Company “I”, 7, Company “L”, i.“ 

At 0814 hours, leading elements of the First Battalion were held up 
by enemy anti-tank fire about 1200 yards northwest of La Chappelle. One 
tank was lost. The First Battalion maneuvered to get the enemy gun as 
the Third continued to push slowly forward. Division inquired of Col. 
Gibb if he needed the assistance of the 26th Infantry. He replied that he 
did not. 

“L” Company was stopped by madiine gun fire, the source of which 
was quickly eliminated. At this point, the supposed anti-tank gun which 
had been holding up the First Battalion turned into a tank. In a short 
sharp engagement, it knocked out two American light tanks. Enemy anti- 
aircraft brought down an American plane only a short distance from the 
battalion’s positions. 

When the attack had jumped off at 0600 there had been no resistance 
— no firing. Yet, within a few hours, the enemy had suddenly appeared 
in various places with sufficient force in isolated pockets to delay the 
advance of the entire combat team, to inflict casualties, knock out three 
tanks, and bring down a plane. 

Congestion was adding to the effect of enemy pockets to slow down 
the advance. Col. Gibb informed the First and Third Battalions he wanted 
them to increase their speed in order to prevent piling up on the roads. 

At 1000 hours, S-3 reported to Division G-2 that “resistance appears 
to be folding.” Yet, by the end of that day, the i6th had run into the 
bitterest resistance and suffered the most casualties since D-Day. 

Because the First Battalion was forced to move so slowly, the Second 
was committed on their left. The First, using light tanks to knock out 
madiine gun nests, pushed companies “A” and “B” forward only to have 
them held up by more strong points. The delay prevented the Third 
Battalion’s advance since the two units had to push forward together. 
Since the armor could go almost anywhere (the greatest threat at this 
time was small arms fire to which the tanks and TD’s were immune) Col. 
Gibb withdrew the tanks as a screening force and ordered CCB to push 
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on to Coutances. By this time the enemy had decided to use ijo mm guns 
and these weapons joined the mortars and machine guns to slow the i6th’s 
advance. The enemy was cleverly organized in hedgerows, where groups 
of 15 — 21. expertly camouflaged, fought fanatically to hold up the in- 
fantry. 

Advancing along the road from Marigny toward Coutances, with 
intense enemy resistance in the area surrounding La Chapelle, CT 16 had 
to contend with rain, mud and enemy artillery, in addition to these 
pockets of German foot troops. The high hills around La Chapelle and 
to its rear were full of mortars and artillery. Despite these weapons and 
the fury with which they were used, the three battalions pushed forward 
very slowly, with the Third Battalion taking the worst beating of the 
three. 

Traffic jams also slowed up operations considerably. CT 16 passed 
hundreds of wrecked and abandoned vehicles and other equipment clut- 
tering the road. Enemy dead were everywhere. 

Repeating the successful tactics used by the Germans and Russians in 
armored breakthroughs, followed by infantry, the Third Battalion was 
held up one field away from La Groudiere west of La Chapelle. Tanks 
and artillery were then brought to bear at this point with effective 
results, after which the foot troops moved up to clean out the remaining 
resistance. 

Preceding CT 16 due west, speeding tank columns were aided by 
9th Air Force fighter-bombers, acting as escorts in relays, and strafing 
enemy armor as they went. 

By 1440 hours, after the First Battalion had had another furious 
encounter with enemy tanks and infantry and the Third had come under 
another intense artillery barrage, CT 16 had lost 2 medium tanks, 2 light 
tanks and had had more than 100 casualties. 

A couple of thousand yards north and west of La Chapelle, the Third 
Battalion was confronted with more machine gun, mortar and artillery 
fire. At that time an intercepted message sent by one German unit to 
another, revealed that our tanks were in their rear. This prompted the 
Third to attack in the face of a heavy concentration of fire. 

At the same time, the First Battalion which had been well to the 
left rear of the Third, swept its “C” Company down toward La Groud- 
iere under cover of fire from 105’s which destroyed enemy anti-tank guns 
and permitted the company to enter the village’s buildings and close the 
gap between the two battalions. The battalion suffered severe casualties 
in this maneuver but the result seemed to justify the cost. 

At about the same time, the Third Battalion, losing 5 medium tanks 
and I TD, was compelled to pull the armor back a thousand yards to 
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an assembly area and leave it there. They had received intense fire 
from the slope of a hill east of Courcy, which lay southwest of the i6th’s 
forward elements. 

In the vicinity of the road, and to the south of the Third Battalion 
the First encountered more strong resistance from enemy tanks and 
perhaps as many as 24c concealed infantrymen. The enemy controlled 
all favorable terrain and the battalion had to push up the road in view 
of the Germans. In a fierce engagement with tanks, the First lost 29 
wounded and 3 or 4 killed. Although 6 or 7 machine gun units were wiped 
out, enemy mortars continued to give violent support to their tanks. By 
1830 hours, CT 16 had lost 5 medium tanks, 2 lights, one M-io TD, 
10 men killed and 115 wounded. 

A half dozen buildings in the vicinity of the tiny village of La Chev- 
alerie had been converted into an enemy strong point with 3 Mark VI 
tanks and 40-50 dug-in infantry. The First Battalion was too close to 
permit a fire mission to be used. Therefore, at the request of the 7th 
Field Artillery, the battalion was requested to pull back in order to permit 
them to lay fire on the objective while maintaining troop safety. How- 
ever, Major Driscoll, unwilling to give up the ground so dearly gained, 
refused to withdraw his companies. It was his plan to stay fairly close to 
the position and risk the danger of short rounds while the artillery worked 
over the area. 

It was finally found to be necessary to withdraw the forward forces. 
It was a slow dangerous move since it meant pulling back in the face ot 
the enemy who had good observation on any movement. The situation 
reached suck a precarious point that General Huebner, First Division 
Commanding General, was prepared to commit the i8th Infantry (divis- 
ion reserve) down CT i6’s flank. Col. Gibb assured the general he didn’t 
believe it necessary. 

Northwest of La Groudiere the hedgerows were thick with enemy 
machine guns and mortars. Along the edge of these hedgerows, nose to 
nose with the enemy, was the Third Battalion. 

Lt. Col. Homer could have by-passed these enemy but that, ultimately, 
would have resulted merely in disengaging the enemy and not pinning, 
him down, a job which then would have to be taken over by some other 
unit. 'When the engagement was joined with the enemy, an enlisted man 
knocked out two enemy tanks with a bazooka. One enemy self-propelled 
gun also was destroyed, but the battalion lost 10 tanks, 2 tankdozers and 
had 3 officers wounded, 7 enlisted men killed and one missing in action. 
During the course of this part of the operation, only the First and Third 
Battalions were engaged. The Second was maintained in reserve. 

Both battalions in action suffered severely here because the terrain 
favored the dug-in well-concealed enemy. It had been a hard costly day. 
The attack had carried only about 2500 yards since early morning. The 
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The movement of the three battalions encountered no enemy action, 
until at 1426 the Second Battalion reported itself under friendly fire 
which afterwards proved to be German. Near the objective, this battalion 
also met a little small arms fire, which was quiddy eliminated. 

To the left rear of the regiment, about 4000 yards, a concentration 
of 500 more enemy tanks as well as other vehicles was reported. The Air 
Force was flying many missions against this array of armor, and by late 
evening were able to report 50 tanks destroyed, 55 probables, 100 other 
vehicles knocked out and 3 or 4 road junctions shot up. 

Throughout the early morning hours, the i6th had only negative 
reports. At 0948, it was put on a six hour alert. Additional reports of the 
enemy’s continued disorderly withdrawal came in and were confirmed by 
prisoners taken by the corps on the preceding day. 

Enemy forces to the front remained inactive, although reports of 
intense action, including several counterattacks came in from units several 
miles to the south and east. One of these by the Second SS Panzer Div- 
ision resulted in the breakthrough of 12 tanks and 200-300 infantrymen. 
These, and one other group, were soon pocketed but at the cost of rather 
heavy casualties. The air force continued active and reported hundreds 
of vehicles — tanks, SP guns and trucks — destroyed. 

Trucks were supplied the i6th and at 1800 hours, orders came for an 
administrative move through La Chapelle to Cerisy La Salle, Notre Dame 
Le Cenilly, then to St. Martin de Cenilly. From there, a foot movement 
would be made to an assembly area north of St. Denis le Cast. There, 
the commanding officer would receive sealed orders from the division. 

At 0118 hours, the Third Battalion was ordered to the IP. Personnel 
were warned to be on the lookout for enemy stragglers in the assembly 
area. The First Battalion followed the Third with the Second last in line. 
Heavy fog slowed progress. 

By 0944, the battalions were in their assembly areas north of St. 
Denis le Cast, awaiting orders. To the south, the Sienne River was being 
crossed by one of the armored units. Gen. Huebner ordered the i6th to 
patrol down to the river to see if any crossing, other than the bridge 
used by the armor, was available. 

An indication of the confused state of the Germans at this time was 
the fact that a German colonel and his Chief of Staff were taken in a 
house several thousand yards in the rear by the Fifth Field Artillery. For 
two days they had not known where the lines were. 

At noon, reports showed the i8th and 26th CT’s already across the 
Sienne and the British five miles to the south of Caumont. Prisoners 
admitted that resistance was isolated and that it had become a case of 
every man for himself. 
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Col. Gibb decided to use the unimproved road through St. Denis le 
Cast in the coming move. At 1725 hours, Division informed the 16th 
that it appeared more likely that the regiment would move in the morning 
because armor would operate in front of the combat team and it would 
have to go into a tank harbor for the night, thus holding up any possible 
night advance the foot troops might expect to make. 

However, at 1745, both Corps and Division contacted Col. Gibb 
with the following order- “Progress with all possible speed to first objec- 
tive. Air reports nothing in front of us. Forced march, or shuttling, whidi 
ever you have to use.” 

CT 16 began to move. Progress continued without incident until, at 
Gavray, the mardi was held up by a bridge which was being repaired. 
By 2 1 JO, units were on the road again and were more than 2000 yards 
south of Gavray, Shortly afterwards, the column was again held up. 
Men were notified to bed down, but to be prepared to move on an hour’s 
notice. 

At 001 j, on August ist, the enemy air force, long inactive, struck 
back with a vengeance. A sizeable group hit the regiment’s forward CP. 
Vehicles, jammed along the road, offered an inviting target. For twenty 
minutes there was the whistle of falling bombs. When short lulls came, 
men would try to find better cover, only to be hit by the fragments of 
delayed action anti-personnel bombs. Anti-Tank Company was hardest 
hit, losing i man killed, i officer and 16 EM wounded. “I” Company 
had 2 men killed, 13 wounded and there were as many more wounded 
from other units of the regiment. Attached organizations suffered heavily, 
also. 7th Field Artillery had 10 casualties. Its Major Marklis, just one 
week out of the hospital, was killed. 

The following day, the regiment moved southward again. By mid- 
afternoon, it was at a point about jooo yards to the south and slightly 
to the east of Gavray. There, in the vicinity of la Quesniere and le Mesnil- 
Rouges, it held up, awaiting new orders. These came at 0300 the following 
morning. It was evident that a broken German army, fleeing southward 
toward Mortain and heavily attacked from the air in its flight, could 
soon be entrapped. The First Division was ordered to continue the attack 
on southeast with CT 18 on the right, CT 26 on the left, and the i6th 
in reserve. The division advance was to be spearheaded by CCA of the 
Third Armored Division. 

CT 16 would cover the right flank of the division and be prepared 
to advance to support the i8th or 26th on orders from the commanding 
general. 

On August the 2nd, the regiment moved. Mid-moming, found them 
across the See River without incident. The uninterrupted move confirmed 
the supposition that there would be no serious enemy obstruction of the 
river crossing. 

— 136 — 



Digitizea b> Gou 



Origiral ‘^om 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 





CopK ktfrilbpl^ Richmond, GO Ccmv- 



pWy '*l*j idjier:.o: Mcj}or ood Exe- 
euHve Of%fer' ^ th* Third Baf- 
fbllbrt, CdRh Morehouse, $-1 , 
Thsifd RdttqUort^' oi lihoiv Cheney, 
Bhglohd, V spring of ' l?44v Coph 
Morehouse was killed in achoo on 
■ D-Dqy. 



Oiigmjilyv ttJ: ;>top and organize def Hill 

to/ the’ rtdrth.^^d^ Ch£ipi<j : -things, had gon< io- that th^; Third' ; 

. I^tfaliort to <:otitiijue lo' the; taw.r) and maintAih' dbsct^^^^ 

from thd;hi^h 

' Tn-.posirjoh .fdst,. on ' the,;ie Baitdiion . wa's ordered, ro be 

prepared -10 the/; eherpy if; a eduntk-rattack- /theft 

hours) .Sa0deede4 ^i» '&t'^a.kiag' Through the Third Vl^rmofcd' DiViSidh 

ryc/op-^P^iSpo yards - to .the- east, little ~ 

battalion d)0fdyr' ahrerWardsy-^ B apparently was dPt i^aafdimte^{ with 
■ahy .;coi.?£erted; eheiriy effart' fo rscop -dte^ 

- IkcaaVe of the difficulty of’ traosportihg sUpplici 'oyef 
roads l,e3vl|% tii ■ the reaCj •arttllery' amrnuhitJoft//w^^ .4ia>:dy.aU.y' rdtiphed 
’■ / ; : at «^s -Ja be fired cwly pte- ppSetyh^ytarg 

-•io c‘jise of ektretne ernergenc-y; 'lletwecn l yDd aftd/ihdd/hpd^^^^^^ 
bceante -aeiive in the eicintty of Le :Gr0«a.y5ysou>e- rZapo;’ vards^'. t 
.Bhcmy. tanks, were ffidh.^- / Other •engage-meri^. bet ween grpiip 
■ irt the sainc neighbothdod./ W'eceB’fufB^ keep /the Titst and ThM 

B.attali.oni- contirtuoUsIy 00' ^Ibrt. The phly/aptiyity^ 
was a bombing of the First ‘ BattaliOfr\ and; th'd / re giMCTik^ CP ' ; by 

; Atncritan planes ~ io, .whith pne, EM, 

On Augus.r : yrd, two hattaKon.Sv; the Fi'«^ 3jn.1. ■ Third, were ordered 
tp rdk?ee elements: of /the jkfh/ 'Tfi'ere^;^ the enerny 

. wAs, in. . duyi^hV*- Carer ■ theee'rtpo,^^^ dfie wliidt iadiented the 

,',Gefinatt.sdiad'd0^1 thar ww-nr^ldow^everf change- w-hA made, in the- face 
- pf epUdd.erahlCihTfjt'16 EM wounded. “I” Company 
had 2 men killed, 13 wounded and there were as many more wounded 
from other units of the regiment. Attached organizations suffered heavily, 
also. 7th Field Artillery had 10 casualties. Its Major Marklis, just one 
week out of the hospital, was killed. 

The following day, the regiment moved southward again. By mid- 
afternoon, it was at a point about 5000 yards to the south and slightly 
to the east of Gavray. There, in the vicinity of la Quesniere and le Mesnil- 
Rouges, it held up, awaiting new orders. These came at 0300 the following 
morning. It was evident that a broken German army, fleeing southward 
toward Mortain and heavily attacked from the air in its flight, could 
soon be entrapped. The First Division was ordered to continue the attack 
on southeast with CT 18 on the right, CT 26 on the left, and the i6th 
in reserve. The division advance was to be spearheaded by CCA of the 
Third Armored Division. 

CT 16 would cover the right flank of the division and be prepared 
to advance to support the i8th or 26th on orders from the commanding 
general. 

On August the 2nd, the regiment moved. Mid-moming, found them 
across the See River without incident. The uninterrupted move confirmed 
the supposition that there would be no serious enemy obstruction of the 
river crossing. 
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the I & R platoon was outposted around the CP area Before midnight 
an enemy burp gun opened up on one of the I & R posts. Other isolated 
fire from the enemy indicated a small unit either bent on harassing the 
1 6th or escaping from encirclement. Plaving moved south about 40CC 
yards and east another j 0,000, the Second Battalion was busy cleaning 
out woods just north of Juvigny le Tertre. Just before midnight, there 
was machine gun and small arms fire from the vicinity of the town, but 
it was quickly silenced. 

Prisoners picked up in the early morning hours of August 4th in- 
dicatecT that the enemy’s arms situation was deplorable. 

These men said they were part of a group of 100 who had among 
all of them only 2 machine guns and some mortars. 

An “F” Company patrol, 3000 yards north of Juvigny le Tertre 
encountered a German outpost which refused to surrender and was wiped 
out. However, south of Juvigny, another patrol from the same company 
had one man killed by a combination of mortar and small arms fire. Both 
these actions occurred after daylight. 

The remainder of the morning and the early part of the afternoon 
found the regiment encountering no more than a scattering of small arms 
fire. This situation continued until 1350 when a tank appeared and fired 
several rapid rounds at the First Battalion before being driven off by 
fire from that unit. The remainder of the day passed with no particularly 
disturbing incident except the bombing of the same battalion by friendly 
planes. The Third lost three men and a jeep to tank fire. 

Shortly after midnight on August 5th, enemy planes in force bombed 
south and southwest of the CT 16 area. Within an hour artillery fire fell 
in the vicinity of the regimental CP and the Second Battalion. Extensive 
patrolling encountered a scattering of small arms resistance all of which 
was quiddy eliminated. Aside from these details, trivial as compared with 
some of the fighting in the previous two months, the night was quiet. 

In the morning a 14 mile move was begun to the neighborhood of 
Buais 8-10 miles south of Mortain. The position was to have been 
defensive but since the enemy had fled, it became an assembly area. 

Followiing what had become a regular nightly schedule, German 
planes came over shortly after midnight, August 6th, and bombed near 
the 1 6th area. 

A proposed move to Mayenne the following morning faced the 
prospect of some difficulty when it was reported that anti-tank weapons,, 
tanks and infantry were located somewhere along the route to be taken. 
The I & R platoon, dispatched to check this report, returned with the 
information that the enemy had departed. The reconnaissance had taken 
the platoon all the way into Mayenne whidi had been secured by other 
American troops. 
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One M-io TD, protected by a platoon from “B” Company was 
captured by the enemy at oioo hours. The tank had a radio and secret 
documents aboard. Col. Gibb ordered Col. Horner to do his best to re- 
capture it. 

The First Battalion received a constant stream of small arms and 
mortar fire. Facing Aron, it was in the center of a semi-circle formed by 
the three battalions around Mayenne. In this fire fight, which later 
brought artillery and direct fire in on the battalion, three TD’s were lost 
and 5 men from “B” Company were killed. 

Throughout the early morning hours, before daylight, tanks were 
moving around in the battalion area. Most of these were assumed to be 
enemy, although occassionally one, or a group, would be recognized as 
friendly. In most instances the foot troops were forced to fight armor 
unassisted. Once when TD’s were available, three of them were knocked 
out and the fourth was forced to withdraw, leaving a platoon to bear the 
brunt of the enemy’s vehicular attack. However, at no time did the 
Germans effect a breakthrough. When daylight came, a general feeling of 
relief pervaded the regiment since it was felt that if the enemy had been 
unable to break out of the trap at night when darkness favored him, 
any counterattack in daylight could be handled with comparative ease. 

While CT i6 surrounded Mayenne, the thrusts of the enemy, from 
virtually all directions at one time or another during the night indicated 
that CT 1 6 might be surrounded by the enemy. New reports came in that 
the Germans were being reinforced. 

However, patrol action during the morning encountered no enemy 
to the east of the First Battalion which continued to be the center of the 
regimental line, facing Aron. 

Late in the afternoon the First and Third Battalions came under 
madiine gun fire, to which a little later was added heavy concentrations of 
mortar fire. lo enlisted men from the First Battalion were killed during 
the day. 

The Second Battalion used volunter Free French young men and 
boys to filter through enemy lines to check the effect of artillery fire and 
to bring back information on enemy artillery positions. These natives 
could enter German lines if they had nothing on their persons to indicate 
that they had been in contact with American troops. One tragic incident 
occurred when the affiliations of one of the youngsters was discovered 
from the fact that he was chewing gum. It cost him his life. 

During this period, these French youths were used with notable 
success by the i6th. Their courageous ferreting out of information 
regarding enemy strength and movements undoubtedly saved many Amer- 
ican lives. 

Throughout the morning of the 8th, the i6th continued to probe 
the enemy’s strength around Aron, and always these patrols were met 
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with shell, mortar and ismall arms fire. In the Second Battalion area, 
German patrols constantly attempted to penetrate American lines. Most 
of these were either killed or driven off. 

One fact became apparent from our patrols — a large number of 
machine guns had been concentrated forward of Aron. Whether these 
were to be used to support a counter-attack or set up to provide delaying 
action while the main body retreated could not be determined. 

Light enemy aircraft activity was more of a nuisance than a danger. 
During the preceding night, there had been a little bombing which had 
been ineffective. In the late afternoon five planes strafed the Third 
Battalion, also without producing casualties. 

For the next two days, all units were constantly alert to the threat 
of the expected counterattack. All signs pointed toward an enemy drive. 
Yet, the only encounters (aside from the fairly constant exchange of 
artillery and mortar fire) were patrol actions. In one of these, the I & R 
Platoon, feeling out the defenses, 5000 yards south of Aron, had one man, 
Sgt. Leyton, killed by an enemy machine gunner. 

The situation continued very nearly the same until August 12th — 
the 1 6th patrolled, the enemy shelled and neither side knew a great deal 
about the plans of the other. 

On the 1 2th it became apparent that the biggest Allied drive since 
the original landing was in progress. It was developing with such astonish- 
ing speed that all the original thousands of Germans who, it had been 
hoped would be trapped by the St. Lo-Marigny breakthrough, plus a 
great many more, might be encircled. Armored spearheads had advanced 
to within 70 miles of Paris. With American forces swinging back to the 
northeast, and the Canadians continuing to press down from the north, 
all Germans to the west could be cut off, encircled and chopped to pieces 
in one large or many small podcets. 

CT i6’s mission in the new plan was to drive northeast toward La 
Ferte Mace. Armor had already preceded the planned push, by-passing 
groups of the enemy which it would be the regiment’s responsibility to 
mop up. 

The original objective of the i8th, the high ground around La 
Sauvagere, northeast of La Ferte Mace, was given to the i6th. The Third 
Battalion was to drive for this objective, the First was to go after Les 
Roussiers a few thousand yards north of the Third’s objective, and the 
Second was to be on the right flank, attacking toward the small town of 
Le Mesnil de Briouze. 

The big obstacle in the path of an advance towards La Ferte Mace 
was the Andaine Forest and the Forest de la Ferte, both parts of the same, 
large wooded area. Reports had it that these woods were thick with 
enemy. 
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Approaching La Sauvagere, the objective, early on August 14th, the 
Third Battalion had ‘T” Company leading, on tanks, “L” following, also 
on tanks as well as TD’s and trucks and “K” company on foot, 

‘T” Company was given the mission of clearing out the town. 
Following stubborn resistance, the town was occupied. The brief but bitter 
fight cost the enemy 2 scout cars, 3 trucks, several dead and a number 
of prisoners. 

“L” Company working northwest, established a roadblock 1200 yards 
out of La Ferte Mace. Their advance netted a bag of 21 German prisoners, 
one female collaborator and two enemy killed. 

“K’’ Company pushed out of town to the northeast, engaging in several 
brisk fire fights in which they knocked out several enemy vehicles and 
took 4 prisoners. Before the day was over, the Third Battalion had added 
two perfectly good German tanks to its captured equipment. 

Total casualties for the action were three officers and 19 enlisted 
men wounded. All officers and 17 of the enlisted men were from “F" 
Company. 

The Second Battalion attacked to the north out of La Sauvagere on 
August 1 6th. “G” Company was fired on by two tanks and held up for a 
time until the tanks attadied to “E” knocked out one of the enemy 
vehicles “E’’ Company, with its armor, attacked and occupied the high 
ground 1000 yards northwest of La Sauvagere. The little resistance they 
met was unorganized. Most of the enemy had fled, limiting their prisoner 
bag to 12. The remainder of the Second Battalion took Le Mesnil de 
Briouze against little show of resistance. 

The First Battalion made the most spectacular attack in this action. 
Striking at night with amazing swiftness, the battalion took Les Roussieres 
in a sweeping assault that proceeded with sudi speed the enemy was 
unable to withdraw a sizeable portion of his forces. Profits from the 
quick seizure of the town were 100 prisoners, 13 half-tracks, one mortar, 
two 75’s, 25 to 30 machine guns, and more surprising still, one Mark V 
tank complete with crew. In addition, *‘C” Company accounted for ii 
half-tracks destroyed by riflemen armed with bazookas. 

The next day, the 17th, the Second Battalion ran patrols to contact 
the British who were driving across the i6th’s front. Artillery and mortar 
fire killed one enlisted mam on one of these missions. 

By the i8th of August, the British were in Briouze, the enemy was 
withdrawing from the entire sector and the regiment’s mission was finished. 
The Caan-Falaise gap had been closed, great numbers of enemy captured 
and a race across France was about to begin. 
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Friendly civilians continued to pour information of all kinds into the 
ears of the advancing troops. Most of their talk was concerned with 
enemy forces which were withdrawing well in advance of the arrival of 
the Americans. The I & R Platoon, out in front of the regiment could 
not maintain contact with the fleeing foe. 

Early the next morning the movement started again. Demolition of 
bridges by the enemy was the only deterrent to an uninterrupted advance, 
although the I & R Platoon finally caught up to a very small element of 
the routed Germans. In a brief fire fight, one doughboy was wounded. 

Nightfall found the combat team a few thousand yard northwest of 
Meaux. 

The next morning, August 29th, a repetition of the previous two 
days’ movement began again. Groups of the Maquis, Frendi guerrillas, 
begged for arms, gave information, and occasionally proudly exhibited 
their recent bags of Germans — a few prisoners, many more dead. 

Civilians and reconnaissance reported small groups of enemy and an 
occasional tank out ahead of the column, and one vicious fight occurred 
between a Free French contingent and the enemy at a railroad station 
in a small town on the right flank. However, the 16th. continued to 
proceed unopposed, to its objective, near Acy en Multien. 

Plans for the next day called for even more speed. Trucks were to 
be obtained from a trucking company. The 7th Field Artillery Battalion, 
accompanying the regiment, was to be so close that it was to haul infan- 
trymen on its vehicles. An unhampered advance was expected. The Second 
Battalion was ordered to hurry to its objective and send its trucks back 
for another element as soon as it arrived. 

The movement was accomplished without opposition, as intelligence 
indicated it should have been, and all positions were occupied by 1400. 
Indeed, ‘T” Company, leading the Third Battalion was in position shortly 
after 1100 hours. 

This move took the 16th to the vicinity of Soissons, a town where 
the regiment had fought bittery in the last war. Part of the Regiment, at 
St. Pierre- Aigle, overlooked a diurdi, which in 1918 had been one of the 
i6th’s CP’s. The movement for two or three days past had Been generally 
northerly. This jump moved the combat team well to the northeast of 
Paris and heading straight for the Belgian border. 

The following day, the 30th, moving in division reserve, the regiment 
started later and didn’t go into position for the night until 2140. A further 
northward movement had taken it to Laon. 
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CHAPTER XIV 



_ The m0ntK of SepRTrikj^r, rnoroentibui ih 

, i.6th hisio the< clwufe t|f 

a hordr Qf ^ It saV? the ctOss-- 

iflg of the, 'adgian ■ bo^d^' ,i^ apid the : long 

ivait^ first vStriidc Qhl*;^^^^ rh« i^th efadted^^, 

!3ijfhty^Si^frie4.i bne^'Andv battie*: 

tested regirnent fought tltev cttgAgemcnis that cv€j>wja% 

resulifed: in the. fall of fanatioalty'deftnided A ' ' \ : 

;; ; Xhe^ race after the swiftlt fetfeadtig Gettnahs^^^^^s^ 
aii<i e^t. tacm was (eft behind: Through the , tst %nd itid, the 
mov;dd oh, nevejr qMite batching the rri_^n body: but 'bbbis- 
sjonalty rrtc^tiug ffeering fire fights. ^ First BattAliott 

had - ahe tbissitw typical; of the 'action in those 

Belgian border- it vas reported that Gerttsanii tbCife killing civilians in- a 
town on the f loatk of the oadv^ The battalion A^aif ordcrett bo digsaidi 
a plarbon aivd .tanks, to drive out the the Village,^ Dii 

arrival, the Chtfnvans wbr.c found to have; fVdi S^he.TO 
after sonte questioning. The Gbrmiuts, had firCd 00 , thhlciyiliansv 
.fcnjfj-ibht only after the townspeople f be b pass- 

ing through an retreary 

J.f. wasn't until the 3rd of September Biat. the (tying Awerttbns fow 
the/^Giermajis in force. And what a force! ,Tbb/d%hl befotc, the;^ 
ele'njents of the divisw^ i8th atul GTh^’^iebe. SpBlh of M 
The i»Sth was :still in reserve at th¥ point. 

A Division G-a report fallbwaag -the battle whidi occurred Sep*, 
tembert 4 an;d j;;haS ,his .,w . ■,. : , 

T1<c ^^as ; : w'tnplex| alrhotigh hfr hid plenty of 

troops ayadablej :h V# 9 m1 | uhaK to disengage^ h from the AipcG 
jeans long' etioagh -to- set up any kind of ccs-ordihated defense. The. 
idenneies and intehtiops of the smali^ enemy units wetd baffling, , but 
there was one overall purpose, evident : 

every available map, in tlw, direbtioa gf the Siegfried line to the east: The. 
plan was .aJfisady well underway ?when the enetpy column ■Streaming ■ east- 





Yewitg, but with 
the" <iarmg of 
YOufh thU sofdiei: 

, adti«d io the 
ppoud itery, of the 
T^th :w . hfe. sp"'w 
Doy bravery whldji t* 
^ eo fried- , o; vDiSi'j'V.ly 
l.tngubhed ..Servi^ 
Oos?i ■ 
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coliided/vjokotif the ^Araericaos driving north.. The result, of, this 

collision ,w:as one of ,t|je meet .costl5' ^single defeats the .suf- 



^^Iw.^'opehihg move in the piece was a !oag thrust tsortost-ards m the 
’^^bscr-ion of by cht. Third .^mored Djvisioas 

first Civjfef and on the Bivisib 0 *« ftjghr.- T^ dfive< starting on the 
mofiung vdjT- 3eptemhef indj'dveT~rAhjaicrfiy' 'te?iscancc at scattered Tfoifits 
enroutc, but it was. soon apparati ihac-the dbief enemy effort - was directed 
at cutting ihrough''"^c xSoluina -rather than h^ 

off from the nOrthi^'tfhese. attaefe were successful ih some casesj and by 
nightfall tha'anriored divisioh commaffd ebsKwas cut off from its combat 
■commajia V;. ^ 





:Th0 begarr a that SvemuaUv cost 

tboi^rtd wore to the" Thl^ : . :' , 

The .iSilv and i-6th fought' ;nje<-ting s^ and 

^latight&rOd diordei /dn'^?' had ' 
and the dS'ecmapVi adwihlstfawveLyi Tboasa^ . 

Bv the tUTne, thh/ifithKteached the 2^'tli' wlwdi. 

\vas lairD'ut.e ; to ,h{0ii3'>- ‘ d hwaa a’ss.iitiicd that; the ' tftaift body of the enejfnjf' 
had feca^^ ktlldd: dr captured. Keadiirt^ Madbeuge 4 the Third. 

l|attalidtt Conipaay up he' tahiri^tioad td 

Mdns. ,Repdrcs .caniie from the the- 

Foret dfe -ia^ Tadtcrfe pottheast of ,'htaq cdm,e id by 

the^ .doy«rd: all. aldn|.: the route -from.., Pd^Mythd ,^ to, 'be' 

without fouhtlMiioh dt enemy, 

Ideations but who. fled before arriy at of 



They wore it short In Normandy , 
One soldtef. ttims obother’i hpir 
in' <j ipdre mdihe^^ dhrihg: 'the 



boMfe for Noftnondy; 



•How.eVeti, atsihg ptopet military caution, the regitwental cotn^ 
nTandkt: ordered the renvateder., of the $ecdnd Battaiion to move- Hlotig a 
net.wdrk of rdpds ■ leading nLOfthwest out :of MApbeuf e towntdj fofesy, 
ciiedt. for enssrny was to be 'madp along' these roads af the 

battakon was to work hadv c^st to the Mons--‘Maubceuge, road 
parch acrosa che .Belgian bordeji' to Mons- ' ■ 

The- bAtoaht»i» ; told^ Wojzbn:skij .s'lnc? Tt.; ^l. 

Hicks, had folidwddf the main road,- y^orked .i 
in eohvdy^toW^‘ld[i seejiled likufy that there were at least a 

.few''..frt«my-, id fhe- i.vloinity'- betouto if -'or 'jto'Ftoyh ’^‘dre 

Bavto-Ci.vry ftcad, iytodi tan across- the .batralidny line of march. 
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. .Thli.-.=!SPifiag coiitiinucd utttU: tlte- was withiw fiy« hundred 

yarily q£ the foad^ then ^ if by ischedided, arrangemeiiff /tbe^ d^^a 

Until the^ head, ol the American coIutrA had « 'point. np 

mere than four hundred yards from the roaefi that th^ enemy dis- 
covered. Then* it seemed every weapon in the battalion and its attasbec} 
units Djpened. fire dmidtaneoiwly on a surpri«Ki 'aQd:.d?l?K?r^J2ed enemyV 
Tatiks moved otit into^f^elds and btasted a solid tolhrtni .pP j^ yelHoliK 
and pcfsotniil. German, trucks.^, half -trades and t^ks Were ImedA-f^^ 
abreast, .stalled bn. the Bavai-Gtyr.y fda.di' Other p'or^i^.s of this ;^ady' .df 
“ehemy haying fled diat road .e^tiier, due., to the Aje Porce^ stt^ifing ha.d 
caken a secondary f-irrher, «buch, .This group j?ncbU,nter«sd the tail' efj 
tile American column wliMi wus compo.sed of a cori^ahy from cherg>jh 
Chemieal $att-^lioh thdt; pmoheik, ! 

The dtalatib^^ already ;cBnfj&e 4 i .ay far, 4s the' 
ccfned, .became, absolutely... AapCic^^;^^ .wetrt ibn In thy balf'^dark 

ctf the thidt wm>dv. Mdrtarmtm fro chemical bsttalion. and from 

Company’s .mortat platoon went into action . ay The battaltph 

expended jls 'fuU basic load.Qt .ay calibre, amimutuwbn. Eyjety man in the. 
battalicm was romnutrod. The fight ^conrimicA ad 'n%ht. long., , . , . . . .; 

• Atvoa'oQ ea'metp the Battalion C? atsked 

Mafpr^^ozniski to agree, fd ati- arniStfco so tiiaf Gwntjt 'wdm^diid mighr 
be gyacoafed ty ^ The nequest was refused -aiidi bftly' unconditional 
surrohder offered as an - altentlitive. The' GermaUt .who: spoke ynd 

had no ,ad^ that only: thnee companies canfriaoied hia .large forcTi even* 
tiwily agreed, .and sunendes' terms we^ drawh, up- 0630' hout^ . 

-the Gefitiatis in the .{press would, surroitdct pi groups of jo ac .ty jttmure 
meet, yals. They . were to martii into' tiie , battalic«n area with an .offig^ 

witii .paibygro^^py ’• • .. ' ' ' V''- ' ' , . 



Frecisfcfy' at hours' th« fa'xst group 'appeared. The prdc<»smg: wiS j. 
sirriple; /shouMcr ^pTiKapOfis wtre tlirown ih a 
:,the Mti/By 'npOrti^ d^ prasoners had eoine in, Ar^ 

aid jiien ^vere sent, after inoti dbah German wounded seattei^ thfo^ 
the woods. The strain on .medic^t^ajcilitres was so great that 'German aid 
moit,„werc .detailed to help oat and the battalion, Jkitdieit trudes were, 
unloaded and turned iato amprompiu ambulatiecs. .'" ' 

The FW cagfc an open .field surrounded hy barbed wur'e and' g 
by Onii platoon became ^ crowded: that- jiaoo. prisoners. to the' 

hig^'Thttd Armpmd THwieion ragplat, Maubeuge. They were token ih . fey 0 
ttyp j'riflcmcn wfeo-^led the cdmTnh -and.";A. which rode her^. bn- 









:\'vV/Vy;i 



Tbc battaihin stayed: in the wbods^^^^t^^ tak&g priso.ners and 

eyacuating enemy woundwl to the. reAf..': The totalyiw dte'pcriGd was- 
prisoners^ casualties "^iri the Second .BattaHoA j^rC^ man shot ini the leg' 
and tWtr others woumied so ^l%hdy- they were nos jeVacuAted. On the 6*rb 
‘of -S^wmber^ . the -bottaliiD/i cut baik ' tp. Road andi; 

'tQok-'<o%cr the mission of yk^si^pbig- the .road -cleari’-i=# , 0-h 




Two infahfrymen from' .iheij l«<.R plafPorf, wait for 
'Oetrirton- :trboperi' fo;iip :«iir.i^^ 

♦he "Bahte of Stilge.*'^ "(f. J6 

Reagan, Cool GiJy, Indiana; and Pvt. Elliott G. Brood- 

weilj Hillsboro, Notrh Carolina, December, 19, 1944 
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exp, lacier A Gisrmw^ 
5Q0 |opprox(oiately T TOO’ 

^pi/p3f. 'fc«t5fe”^^wppMed In Normandy 
«sorly 3pys of the titvosjon. 



Gabg -bads to die, tooming. p'f Scpt^nhor ‘along 

the MOtt$“Maul}eHg«- road towards hJonsv-lhe Thi^4,^i*tta|idp cnoouaferod 
fesi^itaaer n.otidi cd Maubrnge.- Jhfc have 

delayed the advahce-a idng; .thne and to have inflict-ed setiopg>i:asijaltfei 
b«t for the fact that he had' boas siitprised and 'was- in’ a-.ctmsider'Abie 
state of.iiemoialiaation. ‘ • ' ’ 

. - ’ A slioft fight -deTelop.ed ,qw the rforthfi3;nr edge of - Manhhtigc. 

■h-ead, of the cohimn then ptocheded northward toward Monsi' while ‘‘IC-*' 
Gothpany, with Cannon Company jpadfe-a sweep along; rpdds tp the left' 
and then -baclt on to the itiaio rbad~ In this |wgspv. lasting over a period,, of 
.several hours, almost. a. Thonsand prisoner’s were tapsured, . ' ' 

OopdiTuirtg oh' .clie foad.'’rp,^MofiSi the hattaUoo, moved on into Mons. 
Defenses werb set cuy's hprthevDi and wpstern limics and 

sweeps wer®. njode into dt® sarropn'di'ng copotry where, in; thy next votiple 
of days -several hnndryd tpopc prisoners W'ere taken, a- great ma«y .of them 
from st.-smali patch of w'ooiis a f^w ihonsand yatds east of ih« eiry, , 

, The l^irst Battaiioo was ^nc oht of Maubeuge to the nortfieastltp pass 
throogh Gtyfy^ ' sasrt pf,rh<;-.MQas-'Maubeug‘e Road. Some resistapbe^ was 
eiieotmteted idong the tonce, Wt in geherat its passage was unhampered. 
-A ft^ pwsooet^, boif, by"hQ,»idans -3S many ;%« .had been tak^hi on the west 
side of the toad wcr«= gathered, in by ths hattdbn.^ • - , 

.-Oil -the. 4th of September ■ Third Batyalipn operaAng to thc hoab 
of Monf.'was aided by Ff€Jid> Forces of the Interior' !artd' the -Belgian, .jFr 
I, who continued to report gtoup.^ of 'dared: Cymihnf\ These/ 
whidi were ca.k;e'jni. during .the nest. cb'Bply'df •daysT';yy;.)i^ .I'l ' 




Ll_ Joseph’s <;lose.ly 
croppea head do- 
ta?nQtes this shot 
of JhTrd Bn. Hqv 
Co. officers. Also 
shown are Its; 
^Qehrigi tehntng- 
tan, Wolf ond Ra- 
rnlrer,- and Copts, 
DaWen or^d Clatk. 



Figures; Ofl prfeofiftrs uk.cn were ■ not , .muA tetter than So 

manj' , ihemsclves: in to small units and ejch 

indiyidoals^ and the' disUinels vf^tc ao clogged that it wa^ 

impossible to HwndredJ pf ,pr»$on^^ were 

taken (mptide of iTnortrtal li^son of f icer.s M betwee-n units 

iodk' pTcificmerej cooks took pri. 50 iKP»i.: : ^ 

8o Gethian apeiraiircfaft men;, led by a Oiaj^ .their' c 
tried to mardi through the diy^ion: CP oaf cd the tUp. 

Wtpr Infikted <srr the enemy 



A tnje ;assfessrAent of the encmv r-^ ih; psfsoft-*' 

oel and material — b diffiotth- It was pi^n After iatetfc^ 
hpk'tvyjf, that a total of five diAsions had been tfetimyed hi 
mb^eing engangement bepyectt Maubeuge and^^^^;M It wis equally plain 
that with the loss of tb<»e troops, the .(^rmah pQw*f to hold the Sjcgfried 
bne around Aadsen bad been ulfiiutely lessened, ' 

On i^ie Ab, the Rdgtthehiv haVihg cleaned out t groups 

of chc enemy around Mph.Sj started moving to the cast. In one day, a 76 
mile jump was made through CbatleiAi and Naffiur to Huy, Belgium} a 
few miles south wesr of liegifev , . - 

y The sWift-niOving tide, of Allied trught had by this tiihe h berated most 
of ;Frahqe and a good pan of B?!g:i>4in. The ;Na2i hordes had been driven 

corn- 



back within the Reidt — ’ badi to the protection of the vast am. 
plicated syfeehi of fpfty and the famed Siegfried 



.tlowever, there were ominous mtimatioos of trouble to come. The: 
$vj ' periodit* .?cptctnber €^y phdfer the hfcadmg 

fiqienc.y'’ saidi '^O^cdihe supply low; .needs repleto 
rnovciuent ca»i be e.tpected. Tanks can go only ten more operatinnal miles 
on present \ supply, pf- gas., Ses'^era! .tank tracks sorely .in . ; need of r'l" 
placement.'' . ; ; . L J. ■ 



I 



The following day, an all-round defense was instituted around Huy. 
The combat efficiency report read, “Gasoline ■supply^Qfa.rly g^h^iij^ re 

On the 9th and loth of September another lengthy move was made 
through Liege to an assembly area near Herve. Only the First Battalion 
made contact with the enemy and that only fleetingly. 

The following morning an intelligence report said, “Civilians report 
enemy using women and children to build AT defenses around Aadien. 
Two Polish civilians just in from Aachen say great many people think 
the war is over with.” 

At about this time the division was ordered to send reconnaissance 
in force to the Siegfried line to determine how strongly it was held. What 
was to have been a tentative action — a feeler, as it were — later devel- 
oped into the attack that breadied the vaunted barrier. 

The 1 8th combat team, on the left, was ordered to send one battalion, 
reinforced, forward toward the Siegfried line in conjunction wkh the 
same sized force from CT 16 operating on the right. 

This attack jumped off at 0800, 12 Sepember, 1944. The i6th used 
the First Battalion. By noon, both regimenal commanding officers asked 
to be permitted to reinforce their leading battalions with another bat- 
talion. 

This was made necessary by the nature of the defenses and the quality 
of the defending troops. While they were by no means the elite of the 
Wehrmacht, in the positions they occupied their defense was stubborn. 
The fact chat there were so few manning the line (the result of the 
disastrous losses between Mons and Maubeuge) made it possible for 
prospective operations against the line to be successful. 

The 1 6th moved rapidly and by nightfall, the First Battalion of 
the 1 6th had breadied the initial Siegfried Line, capturing many pillboxes, 
some of which were inadequately manned. 

The Third Battalion of the i6th, attadcing to the right of the First, 
ran into more stubborn resistance. “L” Company was held up at a small 
village on the road between Eupen anT Aachen and several hundred yards 
south of the Siegfried Line. 

Lt. Col. Horner moved his “I” Company down south to “L’s” right 
flank from where it continued an eastward push. By nightfall it was in 
the woods just outside the outer defenses of the Siegfried line in position 
for the attadc the next morning. During the night it was reinforced by a 
light tank platoon, a medium tank platoon and a platoon of TD’s. 

During the night, the First Battalion was hit heavily by enemy 
artillery. There were several casualties but none killed. The Third Bat- 
talion was not so fortunate. Two men were killed, one officer and seven 
men wounded. 
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fff$t 8hv Hq. do/ h the boun<lqiry frorn Belgium into Ger-’ 

many^ breokis $^ift ■ lb# Stbrs Sfirlp^s tty comrnemc^t^ th# . 



, . ; I’ushini rjtb;^ 

tHri/e trod;sv two piUbos^s^in p 

of tH^ Sfegfiricd LiiH, How^vbr cffVcu^^^^ dobe by *^ 1 ’* 

Gornpany^ by .mg.htfa.lb^ b readied the mighty line. y . 

\V"ith their great concentradorr pf fireposycr from' 
tank gum arid small arms, they had overwhelmed a settion of the line/ 
cleaned ont the pillboxes that confronted them arid had reached anforrified 
areas back of the line, I>uraiig the day they had knocked out: pillb^^ 
they had rushed a tank with i pole charge amd kn 6 <^ed it 6 mv >and they 
had Wfered some casualties from mortar atril; art^^ 
any at all from phe defen derj^ oh the liri^ itself/ AppVoa^ 
woodSi it bad been possible to conie very d the foytiffca^ 

the def endei*^ could place ef feetiye; fife on Amerinaxis^ After getting 
$o close, w^hen all the weapons In the up, 

the Germans W'cre unable to withstand the interisir> o^^ the aisault and 
the defeases and fortifications fell. / 

/ Mean First Battalion had: been pulled back '3000 i^ards 

ffdm its sector of the line m order to me ‘another road in cemtiauin^ che; 




On t}?K . cpneinned. More qF 1^0? | 

' BAitaliojt "s^ent' a gocidl, |^art £)f :t|\e '3^'y bhy^nst^j 
; {^ to pfiainit vdiicular passage/ Pans. 0^^ batcaUon|i 
c«oin'uhijr'i<V Lmc on the fla|^n% of t|ie.,prev^c»os ,bre?.fe'|j 

■jb rough, of chg: ^pillboxes encoordj ;rgd ^ ,| 

bogged do'tvn', jeeps carrying adtjraunm'oti v?ere uoaible to get throiigh', BpiL'F 
despite, jth'esfe bapdieaps, troops eotvnnued to pour -through the ,b«eak and .| 
into dje'^'cpitutry .bey the tanks were held up fof^ilcmg pcdobV| 

bj^r^felW bad .left "ih‘ .gire3t^*4^aplify.,'^^ 



■' ., , .vv Another* prohlem which l>ad Been causing cdncfeVh .fq'r., several days 
was/ ^radtialiy^. beconiing more acute. ^a?gjt}J3e, |pr Vehicles waa- ar a. 
'prawfum» XB''£ry.yjhov had to be planned with the Tdel dvcnft^tlbn^'Th 
; , ixuttX, ''^ThS haudieap was becoming sp great rliaC - thic " probability of- 
V continuing tnudf farther on the present drive didffh^?«:m .goojd- • i 

‘ ■ ■ , The -day’^ -work was not unopposed- In addition to.se.vCful casuafii’es,! 
6 jeeps "were' desboyed b"y -arrillery ffre ' and ?be anfl-tank gun was 
.3 feiiodeed odt. Howp.yet, all dbiecw'^ had been, rejjdied by a jop, 

‘ ■ ^: .:;Tlie. apyadee -V|ow hsd' ^w rawatd the- south of .Aidien .and v/as, 
Wmed afbbn'd tliaVphyVf^^ a View tdeutthygat off from'rhe 



81 mfh mortormen 
.from Cp. 

await fite; orders 
-jft the shelter of a 
shattered ’ pillbox 
' outside Stolbergi 
fwc b^tle-weor^^ 
soldiers dtternpt to 
relax !n th« lee pf 
a German :;p,iH-b.bk 
dw'mp a 'shottysur- 
oeasei; fwtn.' •fiabt'^ 
■.'■ '4‘y,';>ing. 



TIte Third 'BactaUon was. mor«' cry Its? stationary, ckabltsluhg toad 
hiock% to cover the .left' flan^^ frlote detnolmoijs •work’ 

was done on the dragtwj^ ygetjj by the FirsiJ; .baitallorr, . Leading contp'aojcs 
in 'the See.ortd llafTCalioa, reodved faMy heavy, small mortar and 
arcillery f ire-;-. piIlb)c*Ke^ were, cleared and the nia'm'fortificaUo 

the. S?egfrij?d ipne Wefs r^rbpd. ..V%or&us assaults^.b^ reinforced oootpaniefe 
pradeed a pdnnoh pf thii' • -^ breadting. the wall whidi had been 
designed . to withstand ■tb^- srro'h.gext attacks the iriyadlkig forces. i;By. 




fciisrie,. nat on|y;h2^^ 

and a wav 

fetet^Ofl- . , ■ ' • ' . ' ' ' ' 

this time it is •• passible, that fh,e';*ai' .might have; tnddif’ nwnfe.’ eatliet^ 
However,' thG;.sypp1y problem ttbkh- had becpm© 'mereasafigiy gfWt- had 
:tieai3ied ’k. .ppxpt: a general, at'|a<dt‘ all . 'along. tVe bne w-as iUL'. impost 

^biljty, Xt is a tragic fact thar .from this point ort .fbr several wodts^ the 
•Americans turned frofm .attackers ao bjktcrly besieged defender^.- , 

Duriiig .the i fth^ •5^*^ Gpmpahy' .bfid^ the 

first of many counter at^ife’ ^b.ixh vvpF^.;. rfe regiment during the 

period which foilowcd^v'^a'nKfc;"^^ in to 

overwheim the cornpany^. Figfetthgllh^ rifle 

company btohe the nttade, took soro? prisorters- but, vu. so-; doip-g, -suffered 
faidy heayy casua^k^^ . "■ -■ • ;■ • .; ■ ■•:. ■ 
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shells, % cphstatit, pressure th^ic’ was we^Jttg' inch’s nerves lo the breaking 
point, Higher aofhoiTxy .4.id‘'h.ot~ sem td !he- cognizant of the strain to 
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.-tWrgaiifepd,. re.-eqnippod and ;seftt. w chcT^c-stcm front to .help stop 
dfiv|v ^ 6no trf fhe best the Jnvadmg ..forces 

had faced, ‘'rfhee^rtradpng;-diOv^^ ' ' 
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hqmpahy’ antithe^^ Other small, p.rohl'ng attacks, W^odn-ued tq 
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stubborn. Moreover, the terrain was well-suited to delaying action. Every 
house and, at times, every room in Munstcrbusdi, was contested. Enemy 
artillery was more in evidence and patrols were blocked off soon after 
they had crossed the lines. In spite of the tenacity of the defense, how- 
ever, enemy prisoners picked up indicated that the morale of the 
defending forces was not good. 

The battalion was in difficulty all afternoon. Heavy artillery fire 
was followed by counterattacks on “A*’ and “B’* Companies. The situation 
was so bad that the battalion commander was asking for help. Tanks 
were requested, but there was a delay in getting them up. 

To make the regimental picture blacker, there was a stoppage on 
orders for 8i and 6 o mm mortar ammuniton. A small reserve was on 
hand, but there was no immediate prospect of replenishment if this 
should have to be used. Also, the Third Battalion was catdiing a great 
deal of artillery fire. 

The 19th of September found the First Battalion still heavily engaged 
with the enemy. Attempting to attack, it was attacked by the enemy. 
However, by 1300, to the quesion from division, “What’s going on,” 
regiment reported, “Red (First) Battalion getting things more under 
control. Pushed out a little, got pushed back and pushed forward again. 
They are in a pretty hot spot. They knocked out three tanks, i SP and 
I AT gun. They’ve had quite a few casualties.” (A casualty report later 
showed I officer and 23 men wounded and evacuated from the battalion 
itself, during the morning, and i officer and 5 men wounded and eva- 
cuated from attached units. Number of dead was not given in this report, 
altho there were several.) 

By nightfall, the battalion was in position to hold for the night. 
The other battalions had established themselves defensively, also, and 
starting early in the evening, began a night of active patrolling. “L” 
Company’s patrol was shelled as it returned. One man was killed. The 
next morning, September 20th, the First Battalion was ordered to continue 
the attack towards Stolberg. Its seizure of Munsterbusch had been a 
preliminary to an advance on Stolberg and, despite the pounding the 
unit had taken in the preceding several days, it was again ordered to 
push off. 

Division was concerned over the possibility of losing control of this 
battalion. The commanding general told the regimental commander to 
give the Armored Division for whom the battalion had been working 
every possible cooperation lest corps order the i6th to release the battalion 
to armored control. 

At 0850, S“2 reported to Division G-2: “There is a tank at 872446 
shooting at us, and there were three tanks observed on a hill to the 
northeast. Otherwise it is quiet but for some counter battery on our 
4.2’s. Also, they laid in 15 to 20 rounds in a barrage and worked from 
company to company, but everyone is well dug in.” 
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After a day of intense activity, Stolberg was mainly in enemy hands 
when defensive positions had to be established for the night. 

The next day, the 21st of September, the fight went on for Stolberg. 
Every house was contested. Holes had to be blasted, and passageways 
sealed to prevent the enemy from appearing in the rear of the advancing 
Americans. The Germans had thinned out considerably but those remain- 
ing were well located and had been ordered to fight until killed. Fighting 
continued most of the day with the First Battalion slowly advancing, 
slowly clearing Stolberg. 

During the day, the rest of the regiment improved its positions and 
tried as well as it could to protect itself from artillery fire which persisted 
throughout the day, inflicting casualties on both the Second and Third 
Battalions, 

For the next two days, activity was confined mainly to patrolling. 
The positions in Stolberg were consolidated and the regiment dug deeper 
to avoid the constant artillery fire which continued to come in with 
frightful accuracy due to the enemy’s observation from Crucifix Hill and 
the Verlautenheide Ridge. ' 

Determination of the enemy to resist was evinced in the afternoon 
of the 23rd when the Third Battalion used a loud speaker to demand 
surrender. The reply was a heavy artillery barrage whidi hit ‘‘K” 
Company. — 

There was little offensive activity for the next six days. On the 24th, 
the Third Battalion of he i8th, attached to the i6th, had an attach which 
drove part of its ‘T” Company out of position. When a counterattach 
was planned to regain the lost ground, the i6th povided tanks to support 
the foot troops. The counterattack was successful and the First Division 
settled down to protecting the territory it had taken although suffering 
casualties from artillery fire every day. 

On the 30th an enemy patrol of 10 men tried to break through “K” 
Company’s lines. The attempt- cost them five men killed or wounded. 
The remainder fled. The Third Battalion established several listening 
posts well in advance of the lines. The entire regiment continued its 
active patrolling. 

Plans for the attack on Aachen, itself, which by now had been almost 
completely surrounded for more than 10 days, went on — a thorough 
preparation preceding any attempt at an assault on the city proper. 

On the night of the 3rd of October, at 2335, the enemy made a large 
scale attempt to retake the pill box line occupied by the Third Battalion. 
The main attack hit “K” Company. 

Prisoners taken during the attack reported that the signal for the 
opening barrage was to be the detonation of a ‘‘Goliath”, a small, radio- 
controlled, explosive-laden tank. This terrific explosion was heard and 
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immediately an extremely heavy concentration of artillery hit the bat- 
talion. Between 3,000 and 4,000 rounds came in on “K” Company in 
half an hour. 

Following the shelling came an assault by enemy engineers and 
infantry carrying flame throwers, blinders and demolitions. Supporting 
them were four assault guns, two of which were carrying part of the 
assault force. As these self propelled guns reached a crossroads in front 
of “K”, one was disabled by mines which the company had laid a few 
nights before. Another which had accompanied it to this point, withdrew 
to where the remaining two had stayed to deliver support fires. All three 
of these were eventually destroyed on other mines. 

The attadc persisted for three hours, penetrating part of “K’' Com- 
pany’s line before it was repulsed with the help of fourteen battalions of 
artillery and fiercely counterattacking American infantrymen. 

Battalion losses were light compared to those of the enemy. Not 
only were several prisoners taken, many wounded and dead found, but 
the next day, enemy vehicles were observed picking up many more 
wounded who had been caught in the area shelled by friendly artillery 
some distance to the front of the meeting place of the two forces. 

The following day, three of the self-propelled guns which had been 
immobilized by mines were destroyed with demolitions charges. The 
regiment kept up vigorous patrolling throughout this day and also on the 
5th and 6th. 

At 0400, October 8th, the i8th Infantry pushed for Verlautenheide 
and Crucifix Hill, the possession of which by the enemy had cost the i6th 
so heavily in casualties. A demonstration by the i6th’s Cannon Company 
and all the mortars in the regiment created a diversion while the i8th 
set out in a night attadt. By daylight, the i8th was on the hill and in 
the town of Verlautenheide. It took the remainder of the day to mop up 
pillboxes and woods. 

During the next several days, with the stage finally set for the 
assault on Aachen, the 26th Infantry which had kept up a continual 
pressure on the outskirts of the town, finally started a concentrated drive 
westward to take the city. Meanwhile, enemy strength was building up 
in front of the i8th and i6th along the Verlautenheide Ridge. This 
culminated, on the 15th, in a heavy attadc on “G” and “I” Companies. 

The first intimations of trouble came about noon when an enemy 
force came up a railroad draw and engaged in a small arms fight with 
the two companies. The Regimental Journal gives a good picture of activ- 
ities during the next couple of hours. 

1210: S-3 to i8th Infantry-3 — The right of Company and on 
‘T” Company, an enemy attack. Wozenski says they have been using 
railroad draw as an approach 
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M^b<e) C. : D/Cofto, Com- 
pany Second Banoliort, 

UjliRz^ to , trans- 
port, 8! tnortor cr/nipimiHorl 
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iZT’y.i.S-'S to Thii'd firi.-3 -trx.J.<?ft’y, dias come, UR; ihc.^;£^drpad . dtAW 
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too,. If poKslide,- . ' : ;-vV. ' ' ■ ' '' ' 

; ' ia 4 j.i a report fj^nt'rhV',ghd' Bay/ 
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Whitf js'.g^ip^ air ,noV ,■ jilkidg- yir- 15 mrr&n.. Bn .-*0 0 ,i,^They are 

Hufing-me hard! Get , a, Divar/y -shw}! ;.■: t - ’..v-t- '. 
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1242: (S“3 to Division G-3) — Infiltration around the right flank 
of “G” Company. Engaged in small arms fight. “T’ Company is being hit 
from the north in considerable strength. Small arms. We want air out 
there immediately. Tanks are moving in on ‘T” and “G” Companies, 
going over toward “E” Company, too. We are getting artillery on it but 
we want air. 

1244: Maj. Rawie (Artillery Liaison officer) to F. A. Bn. -3) Priority 
mission for Divarty. “G” and ‘T*' Companies are being overrun with 
tanks and infantry. Place concentrations immediately on Point 61 and 
894452 (map coordinates). 

1246: S“3 to Third Bn. C. O.) — 2nd Battalion reports 7 tanks 
coming up at ‘"G” Company, and ‘T*’ Company is being hit by infantry. 
3 tanks hitting “E” Company. We are getting artillery on them. Also 
trying to get air. 

1250: S“3 to C. O. 634th TD Bn. — Have the two TD’s you have 
up there ready to move down with Third Battalion and operate with 
your TD"s down there. How many TD’s are down there? (634th TD 
Bn.) Four. (S-3) Have those two go with the others, immediately. Get 
your Recon Platoon ready in case we need them. 

1254: Lt. Kestlinger to I & R — Get the platoon alerted ready 
to go. If Lt. Stockwell is around, ask him to drop into the CP. 

1255: S-3 to Third Bn. C. O. — No further information on 2nd Bat- 
talion. We are having two TD’s join your four. They are over behind 
Brand, firing indirect fire. 

1258: Regt. C. O. to 2nd BN. C. O. — What is the situation? (2nd 
Bn. C. O.) We are out of commumication with Richmond and Dawson. 
(Company commanders, “I” and ‘‘G”.) A message came that ‘‘G’’ and 
‘T” Companies were being overrun. Situation critical. Wanted artillery 
on Point 61 and woods in vicinity. A message just came from Dawson. 
Situation very critical. People on the left must act. (Regt. C. O.) Do you 
need tanks? (2nd Bn. C. O.) Not just now. I will yell when I need them. 
Get the people on the left working. 

1310: S-3 to 2nd Bn. Executive Officer — What is the latest? (2nd 
Bn. Exec.) Karas reports enemy half-tracks moving out on road from 300 
yards northwest of woods heading for ‘T” Company. Three Mark VTs 
heading for “E” Company and probably for “T” Company. Small arms 
fire diminished somewhat. (S-3) Perhaps due to artillery. We threw in 
a division shoot, (2nd Bn. Exec.) Get one battery to place constant ar- 
tillery fire on road to cut off the axis of their advance. (S-3) We are 
sending tank and TD platoon leaders down to your CP from the 3rd 
Battalion. 6 TD’s, also one TD for maintenance, going down to ‘‘I” 
Company in case you need them. What is the latest? (2nd Bn. Exec.) The 
situation on the left of “G” Company is vey critical. 2nd Battalion, i8th, 
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is firing some mortars in support. You know that it is very difficult to 
move on the ground. If “G” and “I” Companies are knocked off, it will 
be difficult to regain it. There are some very good positions there. The 
only good possible passage is through “E” Company. (S-3) I am having 
the I & R and Recon Platoon of the TD’s alerted in case we need to 
throw something in. 

1317: Regt. C. O. to Division G-3 — There are 7 tanks in “I” Com- 
pany area. (G-3) We have alerted 3rd Armored. (Regt. C. O.) I think 
there has been a penetration, not a great run-over. I can’t tell you yet 
what the situation is. There are 3 tanks in “E” Company area. We 
haven’t heard from “F” Company yet. 

1336: G to S-3 — “B” Company of i8th ordered to Eilendorf to 
be in support of you. The idea is to throw them in any gap that occurs. 
No air yet. Artillery all firing now. ist Battalion, 26th, less one company 
has been alerted, and have one company of tanks with them. Keep us 
posted. 

1345: S-3 to 2nd Bn.-3 — Any more information? (2nd Bn. 3) 2nd 
Battalion, TSth, said they were receiving attacks by tanks and infantry. 
Artillery observer with i8th said he thought tanks were withdrawing 
from in front of their 2nd battalion. (S-3) We have some planes over 
now. No bombs, but they can strafe. (2nd Bn.-3) Any place in triangle 
73, 62, 74 is a good target, particularly between 61 and 69. That is the 
assembly area from where they have been coming. (S-3) Maj. Lord is on 
here. How about getting smoke out there so we can put air on these 
tanks. (2nd Bn-3) 903447 — four tanks left of there, tanks and half trades 
also milling around here. (S-3) Maj. Lord, that woods in there is the 
assembly area for those tanks. (G-3) Planes are diving on military smoke 
out there now. (2nd Bn. 3) I hope it is not our people. (S-3) Find out 
where it is. (2nd Bn, 3) Was it red smoke? (G-3) I don’t know, (S-3) Our 
artillery is landing close to our own troops. It is in a good spot, though. 
(G-3) Keep posted with Hall and keep watdiing location of tanks. Have 
7th Field take care of smoke when you are ready. (2nd Bn. 3) Planes 
came down and strafed close in. We are trying to get a report on it. 
(S-3) OK. Watch the tanks. Get a good target and have Stabler lay on 
red smoke. 

1346: G-3 to Lt. Kestlinger: Planes coming from 30th Division. No 
bombs but plenty of ammunition. Here is something that just came in, 
apparently from Forward Observer, 7th field. Reports attack beaten off. 

1414: G-3 to S-3: What is your situation now? (S-3) Considerable 
enemy tanks and half tracks assembled at (gives coordinates) We put on 
artillery in that area. The attack started about ten this morning. Tanks 
and infantry started near Quinx, but our artillery scattered them some. 
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The attadc was repulsed after about two hours. A few prisoners 
were taken. They reported that 4.2 chemical mortar fire the night before 
had caused about 40 casualties in one company. Also, it developed that 
among the tanks facing the i6th were three Shermans (American). 

One pillbox taken before daylight, by the enemy, remained in his 
hands. And the same time this attack had come in on the regiment, the 
1 8th had been hit, also. They had repulsed the enemy but throughout 
the day the Germans kept a continual pressure on the line. 

In the city of Aachen where the 26th had been able to make a juncture 
between their two attadving battalions, a counterattack developed. The 
enemy was driven off and the slow, bloody work of clearing the city 
continued. 

Throughout the day there was trouble all along the line but no 
concentrated threat. At 1140, Second Battalion S-3 reported to Lt. Kest- 
linger: I just returned from “G” and “I” Companies. Things are a little 
rough — in fact very rough. Here is the story. In front of “F’ Com- 
pany Jerries are in woods at 894446, then go down a little trail to 
junction, then go southwest to to next trail junction down to 895444, 
Jerries lined up there. The pill box lost by ‘T” Company is occupied by 
8 officers and their bodvguards, according to a PW. Company ‘T” had 
8 men in that pill box, fought out infantry, and then tanks returned with 
infantry firing directly at pill box. Richmond’s men abandoned the pill 
box and went into position on the right hand side of pill box. Richmond 
is not in contact with them but figures they are OK. No casualties. The 
grouping up indicates another attack. Dawson ('‘G” Company) doesn’t 
know if he can hold another attadt through there. The men are worn out. 

That night “G” Company attacked to attempt to straighten out its 
line and ‘T” Company went to try to regain its lost pill box. The results 
of those actions are carried in a report from the Second Battalion S-3 
to Regimental S-3. 

I just talked to Dawson and he says that he has position restored 
where gun was. (An anti-tank gun had been overrun in the German 
counterattack.) The gun was definitely knocked out. He was not able to 
take the house. Said he would get it tomorrow if necessary. Now Dawson 
is trying to effect relief. Hais one squad relieved. Dawson is consolidating 
his men on the right of this group who are going into position as relief. 
Dawson’s men killed 17 Jerries including five from the tank crew of the 
tank which was back of the house. The attack to capture the positions 
killed 8 enemy and captured i. Total enemy killed — 25. Richmond is 
trving to get the pill box back. He is not pulling his men back for relief 
but putting extra men in the gap. Both companies will try and put wire 
and mines out later when things quiet down. The men have had no food 
for 24 hours. Their last hot meal was the night before last. Possibly we 
can get them a hot meat tomorrow. I feel that Jerry will be back 
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tomorrow. Up to now he hasn’t used a heavy concentration of artillery, 

I am afraid a heavy artillery preparation will be used the next time. I 
don’t know just how well these men who have been up there all this 
time will be able to take a heavy preparation of artillery. Time will tell.” 

For the next several days the 26th continued its clean up of Aachen. 
No more sustained efforts were made against the i8th and i6th, holding 
the ridges to the south and east of the city, although the enemy never 
for a minute let the two regiments forget that he was capable of causing 
serious trouble at any time. 

On the 19th, Capt. O’Brien of Cannon Company sent the following 
interesting report to S-2: “This may sound funny, but it is serious. We 
just got 4 children. The oldest one isn’t over 7 years old. They were 
firing into one of my gun sections. One was using an M-i, used the wrong 
ammunition and blew the end off the gun. These kids probably have been 
influenced by the talk of the folks at home. Something has to be done 
about this isort of thing. 

At every opportunity, the i6th laid more mines and strung more 
wire, attempting to supplement their manpower with these devices designed 
to further hamper any German attempt to breakthrough the dearly held 
line. 

By comparison with the two previous weeks’ activity, the regiment 
entered on a period of quiet. Actually there was still a good bit of shelling, 
patrol actions and attempts at enemy infiltration. On the 24th of October, 
an enemy platoon worked into “C” Company and dislodged a squad. 
Reinforced, this same squad retook its area. 

A report early in the morning of the same day from the First Bat- 
talion S-3 to Regiment said: “The two man OP in the factory had the 
enemy work up on them. They were firing in bursts and throwing hand 
grenades. One of our men was wounded in the calf, ^iggs fired 60 .mm 
mortar in the direction they came from. In return he got 10 rounds of 
150, and 15 rounds of 81. The only casualty is one latrine.” 

The artillery fire which kept things uncomfortable nearly all the 
time was tied in with mortar and indirect machine gun fire from time to 
time. The enemy appeared to be digging and wiring himself in in much 
the manner that the i6th had. On the 28th a heavy concentration of 
fire hit Third Battalion areas, destroying two jeeps and a half trade 
loaded with 57 mm ammunition. 

The next day, a few guns continued to shell this battalion. Several 
more vehicles were destroyed and an MP killed. Later, a TD was destroyed 
and the TD fuel dump hit. The fire was so good that it seemed more 
than likely that the enemy had an observer right in the town of Brand, 
in whidi and near which most of the fire was coming. 

Another evidence of enemy intelligence activity was indicated by 
the report of a man in American officer’s uniform, wearing a First Div- 
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CITATION OF UNITS 

Under the provisions of Section IV, War Department Circular 333, 
22 December, 1944, Companies “G” and “I”, i6th Infantry, are cited 
for outstanding performance of duty in action. The citation is as follows: 

“During the period 15 — 17 October 1944, Companies “G’' and “I”, 
1 6th Infantry, lodged in captured fortifications along the outskirts of 
Eilendorf, Germany, were charged with defending a ridge overlooking 
and commanding approaches to Aachen. Loss of the ridge would mean 
elimination of ability to exert pressure against Aachen by American ar- 
tillery and would constitute a blow to Allied strategy. Further it would 
result in isolation and almost certain annihilation of a friendly infantry 
regiment occupying an adjacent hill. Early in the morning of 15 October, 
1944, the enemy, taking full advantage of the rugged terrain, infiltrated 
the Company “G” sector and suurounded the mortar platoon positions. 
Coincidentally, three enemy infantry companies, augmented by tanks 
and supported by artillery and mortar concentrations, in an initial frontal 
assault on Company “G” and “I” positions, threatened to overrun and 
eliminate the comparatively small defending body. Disregarding its losses 
in human life, the enemy pushed to the top of the ridge and after bitter 
hand-to-hand fighting occupied some of the American dug-in positions. 
German tanks penetrated the outer belt defenses and edged forward to 
clear a path for infantry and demolition squads. Employing grenades 
and bayonets and engaging in close combat. Company “G” and “T’ per- 
sonnel fought valiantly to regain lost emplacements and to repel German 
armor. The enemy waged a spirited battle in his attempt to capture this 
strategic terrain feature, but these two companies refused to yield ground 
in the face of overwhelming odds. Rather than surrender the ridge. Com- 
panies “G” and “I” called for American artillery to saturate the sector 
with a sustained barrage. Then, grasping the offensive. Companies “G” 
and “I” moved forward, carried the battle to the enemy and drove the 
German forces from the ridge. Although defeated in the first attempt to 
recapture the ridge, the enemy granted defending companies little time to 
consolidate and prepare for the next attack. Quickly marshalling his still 
powerful infantry and armor the reinforced enemy struck with renewed 
effort only to receive another major setback. Three times the enemy made 
desperate attempts to retake the vital ridge and each time preceded his 
drive with intense artillery and mortar bombardment. But again, despite 
cold, hunger and fatigue and a numerically superior enemy, the gallant 
defenders held their ground, engaging in close-in fighting. The final 
assault was crushed decisively with heavy losses of men, weapons and 
tanks, irreparably impairing the enemyls striking power and firmly 
securing the ridge. For three days the strength, courage and determination 
of two infantry companies stood between elements of the German Army 
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The first objective assigned the i6th in the new drive was the village 
of Hamfidi, some 7000 yards east of Stolberg. In the plans for the attack, 
the First Battalion was designated as the one which would take the 
hamlet. 

Heavy pressure continued along the entire front. Other divisions 
were meeting counterattacks and in some instances withdrawing somewhat. 

The shortage of ammunition that had been felt all through the 
fighting from the end of September until the time the i6th had been 
pulled out of line, complicated pl^^^^^^ the renewed attadi. Early orders 
had indicated the regiment would have 41,400 rounds of mortar am- 
munition, an amount whidi would permit a heavy preparatory fire before 
the jump-off. However, it turned out that this figure was a mistake and 
that only 10% of this amount was to be permitted. The regimental com- 
mander speaking to Divisional G-4 asked if it weren’t possible to use 
some of the regiment’s basic load of ammunition. The G-4 replied that 
if it were used, it couldn’t be replaced since Army had said there just 
wasn’t any more to be had. 

Having moved up into an assembly area near Sdievenhutte a few 
thousand yards east of Stolberg, the regiment underwent more artillery 
fire, although in lesser quantity than had been the case around Stolberg. 
The weather was terrible. Cold and rain made life out of doors so 
miserable that as far back as division concern was felt for the troops. 
Trench foot was becoming a serious problem. An effort was made to 
supply men with several pairs of socks and soldiers were ordered to rub 
each others’ feet to maintain circulation and prevent trench foot’s setting in. 

Conditions were so bad that division gave permission for fires to be 
built, subject to regimental discretion. Shelter back in the town of Sche- 
venhutte was found for three platoons at a time from the First Battalion. 

On the 1 6th of November, the attack began. Moving out to the north, 
the First Battalion progressed fairly steadily. At one time during the 
afternoon, “C” Company received a counterattack. Late in the afternoon, 
the 47th Infantry of the Ninth Division which had been assigned the 
territory on the left of the 16th had been forced to hold up. As a result, 
the i6th’s Third Battalion had been ordered out of reserve to press 
forward on the First Battalion’s left to attack and hold key ground on 
the flank. 

By nightfall, initial objectiveis had been taken, but the town of 
Hamich had not been entered. Instead of pushing the attack, companies 
were ordered to dig in for the night. 

During the day, Capt. O’Brien of Cannon Company was killed. 

That night, the enemy counterattacked, most of their effort hitting 
the First Battalion. “C” Company was hit from the rear, the attack 
coming from the east. Previously prepared artillery fires were extremely 
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useful in beating off the enemy. Early in the evening it had appeared that 
there were no enemy in Hamich, but during the night, tanks and troops 
had b e g un to move in. 

A reconnaissance indicated the possibility of getting into the town 
despite the fact that it would now be defended. The plan now was to 
attack at about 0800 on the following morning, the 17th of November. 

The Third Battalion was to remain in position on the left flank 
until the 47th Infantry had taken Gressenich whidi was to the left rear of 
the i6th*s forward elements. That town would have to fall before it 
would be safe to withdraw this flank battalion. 

At 0420 in the morning, Lt. Col. Driscoll reported to Regimental S-3: 
“After checking “C” and “B’’ Companies, the situation doesn’t look too 
good. Very doubtful if we can push in there in the morning. They have 
over-run a machine gun position where “C” Company is now. The enemy 
are within 20 feet of him. The enemy has just stopped and has not been 
driven off. I was up there myself so I know what the situation is. Tm 
afraid that we will get pushed out of there in the morning unless I can 
get some help. “B” Company had practically a platoon wiped out there. 
I would like to push “I” Company up there now to help in the morning 
for the thrust which is almost certain to come. It doesn’t look as though I 
can go into the town right away. The matter of the town can be taken 
care of any time. We practically control it by fire and it is pretty well 

destroyed anyway As near as I can tell “C” Company has 20 litter 

cases and plenty of walking wounded. 

Despite the pressure from the enemy, plans went ahead for the 
seizure of Hamich during the day. By 1350 in the afternoon, Col. Gibb 
was able to report to Division: “Trcx)ps just took off for Hamich, but 
they are taking a terrific pounding. Our artillery support has been good, 
I couldn’t ask for any better. We got 5 mediums, 2 lights and 2 TD’s 
up to Driscoll. Half-tracks are doing the ammunitions work.” (General 
Huebner) Keep shoving and wiggling. Either we are going to break or 
the Boche is going to break. I am not going to bother you. Go whenever 
you can. You may get a counter attack down the road from Heistern. 
(Col. Gibb) Yes, sir, I expect that. (General Huebner) Artillery should 
be able to take care of that. 

At 1405 — Col. Driscoll to Col. Gibb — The companies are all 
receiving heavy mortar and artillery fire. Enemy has about 5 tanks in 
Hamich. Our tanks have been unable to work towards town due to mu 3 
in fields and direct fire from Point 48. (NW of Hamich) “A” Company 
has a few men on the outskirts of Hamich. We are having trouble 
evacuating wounded. The approximate strength of the companies — “A” 
— 115, “B” — 70 and “C” — 60. 
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At 1530: Capt. Clark reported: “Capt. Briggs was killed and Lt: 
Lycas in command of “C” Company. Company and a platoon of 
mediums are tied in to take town on the left of woods. They have been 
hit by artillery, mortar and small arms fire. . . . They have been under 
continuous mortar and artillery fire since going into positions yesterday. 

No let up. They need extra medical supplies. Even with extra litter 
bearers they can’t keep up with casualties. Company “C” has to have 
replacements tonight or they can’t hold the ground. There are enemy 
fortifications in and around buildings in Hamich. The town is on high 
ground overlooking exit from woods. They can’t take the town, someone 
else will have to go there as they are very badly shot up. Third Bat- 
talion is getting in bad shape. Recommend using all of Third, if at all. 

At 1731: General Huebner to Col. Gibb. — How are things now? 

(Col. Gibb) We are in the process of repelling a counter-attadc with our 
First Battalion now. They are coming down from the north from the tip 
of the woods. I committed “I” Company to help out. We are firing one 
round every two minutes of 155 mm concrete-busting shells. We have to 
move out of the edge of the town because of the shelling. Starting to 
lay new wire by a different route this afternoon. They are laying plenty of 
artillery in. I don’t know where they get it all. (General Huebner) We 
will put the whole division artillery in front of you in the morning, and 
lay a concentration for you. I will use Corps Artillery, too, if necessary 
We are losing, good men, and we don’t want to lose them in vain. 

At 0800 the following morning the Third Battalion pushed out for 
Hamich. Shortly after 1000 “K” and “L” Companies were in the town. 
Sharing it with them were an undetermined number of enemy infantry 
and 3 Tiger tanks. Six more Mark Vi’s were observed coming down thel 
ridge from the northeast accompanied l>y infantfy 'Apparently to efTect/ ’ 
a relief of the town. 

The Third Battalion, 8th Infantry wajs attached to CT 16 during 
the morning to protect the regiment’s rear. Initially it was moved into an 
assembly area south of Schevenhutte. Divisional orders provided for its 
use as a rear protective element to prevent the necessity of dropping off 
any of the regiment’s attadcing companies. Every man of the regular 
Combat Team was needed for offensive, rather than defensive, action. 

The Germans were putting up a furious defense throughout the area 
being attadced by the i6th and adjacent units. Not only was their ground 
defense stubborn, but their action against our planes exacted its price. 

The I & R OP, reporting at 1350, said: “Our planes were dive bombing 
in the vicinity of 51 (a point of woods 1000 yards northeast of Hamidi) 
on enemy tanks. One tank was set on fire, also did some close-in dive 
bombing on slope northeast of Gressenidi. Two bombs were very close 
and they set something on fire. Two of our planes were shot down. One 
pilot bailed out in enemy territory. Planes fell near Wurselen. The other 
pilot is believed to have failed to bail out.” 
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During the afternoon, the Second Battalion, starting from the south- 
western edge of Hamich attached northwest towards the wooded hill 232 
in the face of small arms and artillery fire. ' — — - - 

Reporting at 1513, the Third Battalion had a TD and two tanks 
knocked out, had accounted for three enemy tanks and three 88’s, and 
said that casualties had run considerably higher than should have been 
I the case. 

I 

The Second Battalion had taken Hill 232 within an hour and a half. 
Artillery fire had landed to its rear and the small arms fire from the 
enemy had not delayed the battalion. One tank was knocked out and the 
tanks withdrew temporarily, re-formed and continued with the attacking 
troops. Shortly after going into position, according to the I & R OP, the 
battalion became engaged in a machine gun duel with troops in the NW 
edge of Hamich. It appeared that the Second and Third Battalions were 
fighting each otheS^'^^^'^'*^^ — > - * - . . . _ 

‘‘C” Company continued to be pounded again on this day, the 18th. 
Late in the afternoon a counterattack consisting of foot troops and 
tanks pounded down towards the heavily depleted company. At 1840, 
the First Battalion sent word to the Regimental Commander that ‘‘C” 
had had to fall back. One platoon of “A’" Company had been sent up 
to help. TD’s were also sent forward. 

As late as 1840 Hamich, itself, had not been completely cleared. The 
enemy remaining in the town were putting up the most stubborn fight. 

In a little over an hour, the pressure had lessened on “C” Company 
and had been transferred to a point between and ‘T” Companies. 
At 2030, Lt. Col. Horner said, “The situation is not so good. Enemy 
has more infantry from point 38 (to the rear of Hamich) swinging down 
between “K” and “L” Companies now. 5 tanks and TD’s knocked out. 
We are firing time fire over point 38. Some of our fire is falling on “C’’ 
Company.” 

At 2112: “The enemy tanks evidently came down on “K” Company 
from the northeast. We only have two TD’s and one tank left.” 

The artillery ammunition situation was bad. Fire was needed in the 
worst way on the counterattack, yet the supply was so low that it was 
used with extreme reluctance. 5 tanks and 200 infantry got into the town. 
After three hours, the infantry had been driven out, but the tanks 
remained. At 0415 Lt. Col. Homer, talking to Col. Gibb, said, “The 
situation up in Hamich is not too good. We’ve got “K” Company up 
forward in the town, nearly 75 yards north of point 38. Company “L’s” 
left flank was overrun, they can account for only fifty men. AT guns 
are up there now and are going into position on the south of the town. 

I plan on using four tanks from the First Battalion. People are screaming 
for bazooka ammunition and bazookas. We are getting it up to them. 
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One man (Pfc. Carmen Turchiarelli, “K” Company) fired a bazooka from 
a second story window and put the round through the turret of a Mark VI. 
Second Battalion's situation as far as communication is concerned, is a 
little worse. If anything develops in the morning I can’t guarantee any- 
thing. Have som^ody ready in case.” 

An hour later, another counter-attack was coming in on ‘‘C”, “K” 
an_d_^T’’ CQtnpanies. The attadc was handled with considerable loss to 
the enemy and some more casualties among the defenders. 

At 0800 on the 19th, “B” and "‘C” Companies were down to 30 men 
each. “I” and "‘A” had about 90 each. The Second Battalion had also lost 
rather heavily during the preceding 24 hours, having had 40 to 60 
casualties. 

During the day plans were put into effect to renew the attack toward 
the northwest. The Second Battalion, working with a battalion of the 
47th Infantry set out in the afternoon after the Third had fought all 
morning to finish clearing Hamidi. 

An idea of the ferocity of the fighting during the preceding few 
days may be had from Col. Gibb’s conversation with the Divisional Com- 
mander, "T will need about 500 more replacements. We had 491 evacuated, 
between 120 and 125 killed. I am hurt for leaders. In “B” Company we 
have only two officers and 32 men left, “C” Company has 3 officers and 
35 men.” 

The Second Battalion reached its objectives for the day, suffering 
some casualties but not as many as in the few days just past. 

On the 20th of November, the Second and Third started pushing 
forward again. The attack was going almost due north with the right 
flank of the third, which was on the right of the regimental front, just to 
the west of Heistern. 

The resistance continued fierce with many more casualties the cost of 
an advance which saw both battalions reaching points only 200 or 300 
yards short of objectives. Late at night heavy artillery started dropping 
about a round a minute on the Second Battalion. More casualties resulted. 
It was difficult to remove the wounded, a litter carry of 800 — 1000 yards 
being necessary. 

Continuing the attach on the 21st, the Second and Third Battalions 
moved into position to be ready for a concerted attack with the i8th 
on the following day. 

The next morning, the 23 rd, the Third Battalion attached initially 
with two companies abreast in conjunction with the attach of CT 18 on 
the right. The attach was halted 400 yards short of the high ground 
which was the objective. The Second Battalion moved into a forward 
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assembly area preparatory to attacking in the morning. The First Bat- 
talion whidi had been reorganizing and recuperating from its heavy losses 
around Hamich, moved to an assembly area west of Heistern to act as 
regimental reserve. 

During the attack, “L’’ Company was hit very hard by artillery. It’s 
commanding officer Capt. Cutler was wounded and the company^in 
geheraTso badly cut up as to render it ineffective. 

‘T” Company was moved in to help out the hard-hit attacking 
companies. A concerted attack on Hill 204 was repulsed with heavy 
losses to the battalion when the Germans called their artillery in on their 
own positions. 

During this time, the Second Battalion was maneuvering to hit the 
hill from the left. However, no advance was possible and the Battalion 
went into position defensively for the night. During the night a counter- 
attack hit the Third Battalion on the hill, but was repulsed with a heavy 
artillery concentration. Late in the afternoon the remnants of “K” and 
“L” Companies had fought their way into a castle near the hilltop which 
the enemy had been using for an observation post. For the next three 
days, this small force held out against repeated, determined efforts to 
retake the building. One counterattack was beaten off that night when 
fire was called in on the building itself. Three enemy tanks were burned. 
The attackers were in so close that the commander of the lead tank w^as 
killed by a rifleman at point-blank range. 

On the 24th, the Second Battalion moved up on the left, suffering 
fairly heavy losses but reaching the assigned objectives. 

The plan for the 25th was to send “E” Company through the castle 
position whick was . held by remnants of “K”, “L”, and ‘‘M’’ Companies 
in an attack to the north. 

The attack went off as sdieduled, meeting heavy artillery fire all 
morning and into the afternoon when it had progressed well into the 
woods beyond the castle. The enemy had been using a great deal of ar- 
tillery and mortars for days past and when infantry didn’t confront the 
Americans, casualties still mounted from the terrific amount of shellfire. 
The Second Battalion was hit heavily during the day. ‘T” Company from 
the Third had 20 wounded, which further depleted the already seriously 
reduced unit. 

Further woods clearing went on on the 26th. The Seconi Battalion 
was doing the work here. “E” Company was ordered to the east in the 
afternoon to secure the right flank of the 47th Infantry. 

The' First Battalion relieved the Second on the following day. Contact 
with the enemy was maintained. Late at night “A” Company was on one 
side of a hill with the Germans just over the crest. The two forces were 
so close together that they lobbed hand grenades at eadi other. 
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On the 28th, the situation remained much the sanie with only patrol 
actions occurring. Late in the day, a message came down to the i6th 
from the commanding officer of DivSonal Artillery; ‘'This last couple 
of "weeks has been the toughest war that I have ever seen. I am especially 
proudT of that outfit of yours. It takes real he men to crawl into their 
holes and call their own artillery down on top of their heads. You have 
done a grand job and I am proud as hell of all of you.” 

On the 29th, “A” Company went after two bunkers in its area. A 
stubbornly resisting enemy held out for a considerable period until almost 
everyone was killed or wounded before surrendering. 

A First Battalion patrol got into Luchem at night. The town did 
not appear to be held in force although a party of Germans was en- 
countered which forced the patrol’s withdrawal. 

While the regiment had suffered heavily during the preceding couple 
of weeks, the enemy had paid even more dearly for his attempt to hold 
off the attacking Americans. In addition to his dead and wounded, who 
were considerably in excess of those of the i6th, if indications were 
correct, he had lost 810 prisoners to CT 16. 

For the first two days of December there was no change in the 
positions of the regiment. There was no rest for the reserve battalion, the 
Second. It immediately plunged into training — squad and platoon pro- 
blems with some extended order drill. Casualties during the latter part 
of October and November had been so great that replacements out- 
numbered the experienced men and vigorous training was a necessity to 
bring the recruits up to fighting pitch. 

On the 3rd, the First Battalion jumped off for Luchem. By 0810, 
“A” and “B” Companies were in town. They had managed to get 4 
medium tanks and 4 TD’s in with them which were helping in the task 
of clearing the town. Once again as had happened so many times recently, 
the companies were encountering paratroopers — hard, arrogant fighters 
who resisted with exxtreme courage and fanaticism. At 1000 “B” Com- 
pany had cleared its area and was in position, although “A” was still 
fighting. Over a hundred prisoners were taken during the morning. 

At 1105, “A” Company was still fighting with five houses still 
remaining to be cleared and casualties were mounting. 12 or 13 men had 
been hit and the company was running into trenches and covered shelters 
from which the Germans kept up a heavy fire. Tanks were moved in on 
these positions but it was more than another hour before they were 
cleared and 30 more prisoners taken. 

The 4th of December was fairly quiet except for a small counter- 
attack which hit the First Battalion late in the afternoon. This was handled 
with competence and dispatch. Heavy casualties were inflicted and a few 
prisoners taken. 
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That night, the process of relieving the CT began. The First Bat- 
talion was out before midnight. The next morning, December 5 th, the 
entire CT was in the process of being relieved and pulled out, heading 
through Stolberg, Korneilmunster and down the road to Rotgen. The 
relief took the greater part of the day. The regiment was to operate 
under V Corps, although still under Divisional adminisrative control, in 
VII Corps. 

The regiment went into position, relieving the 60th Infantry in the 
vicinity of Lammersdorf. The outfit which had been holding the positionr 
reported that early in the evening the enemy had played music, followed 
by propaganda on a large speaker. The i6th got no music, the Germans 
switdiing tactics from soft persuasion to the more convincing tune of 
artillery and mortar fire. 

December 7th was spent getting into positions more completely. It 
was a quiet day with not much artillery or mortar fire falling on the 
organization — a change frorn_the terrible shelling which had hit the i6th 
so consistently in the area around Hamich. 

Snow started to fall the next day. Enemy activity was limited to a 
little artillery fire as the ground and trees turned white. Rumors of a 
relief began on the 8th. By the nth, it was apparent that the regiment 
was to be pulled out of line, and moved bade to Herve for an extended 
rest. It would be the first complete surcease from fighting for almost two 
months. During that time, CT 16 had been engaged in some of the 
bitterest campaigning of the war. Casualties had been very high, shell fire 
had decimated companies; counterattacks had taken heavy tolls; it had 
been a time of terrible battle a time to try the soul of a great combat unit. 
Through the days and nights of fierce battle to the south and east of 
Aachen: through the costly, unrelenting fight for the Hamich area; through 
the frightful shelling with the terrific losses from tree bursts in the Hurt- 
gen forests around Hamidi, the i6th had continued to press forward, or 
if unable to advance, to hold its dearly purchased ground. 

If ever a regiment deserved a rest, it was this prime fighting outfit. 

Once again housed in buddings, the process of rehabilitation and 
recuperation began. Passes were given to the Divisional Rest Area, new 
clothing issued and general relaxation began. While in this area, the first 
men from the regiment were sent back to the United States on rotation. 
These were all survivors of the African and Sicilian campaigns — men 
with fine combat records and a long time in the lines. It seemed that the 
rest period was to be fairly lengthy. However, the plans for recuperation 
did not reckon with the capabilities of the Germans. 
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The enemy had overrun so many positions that it was impossible to 
determine jwhether localities were held by friendly or enemy troops 
except through patrols. The result was that extensive patrolling was 
initiated. 

One patrol went into Walk, across a lake from the Third Battalion, 
the Second Battalion patrolled into Malmedy, several thousand yards to 
the Southwest. (This was the site of the ghastly massacre of American 
prisoners by SS troops.) 

In the face of the desperate situation, a note of humor is detected in 
a conversation between Divisional G-3 and the Regimental Executivn 
officer. The G-3 asked; “What is in Weywertz? The Executive replied, 
“We have a patrol going there. (G-3) What ever is there is attadied 
to you — excluding Jerries.” 

The First Battalion contacted the Belgians at Lonfaye, and Xhoffraix. 
No enemy were found in any of the towns around the area, except in 
Waimes where Lt. Col. Horner encountered a pair of paratroopers who 
had captured the staff — doctors and nurses of the 47th Field Hospital. 
The Colonel and his driver took the hard-bitten pair prisoner and freed 
their American captives. Later in the day when tanks and TD’s were 
sent into the town, a few members of the First SS Panzer Division were 
found there. They were killed or captured. 

Probing and feeling for the enemy, the i6th met none in any force 
until late in the afternoon of the 19th when “E” Company ran into 
resistance between Faymonville, towards which the company was moving, 
and Waimes. 

Ambushes were posted along the roads at night to intercept and 
destroy any attempted German push up through the i6th’s territory. 

During the evening, a force of about twenty Germans tried to pen- 
etrate the line held by “I” Company. They were driven off and swung 
towards “K” which met and also repelled them. 

The town of Faymonville, patrols had found, was swarming with 
enemy, equipped with many tanks. Another hazard which had cost other 
organizations many men and ground and which had disrupted the 
entire American defense in the path of the German thrust was the fact 
that Germans were wearing American uniforms and using American 
equipment. The knowledge that everyone, not personally known to an 
individual, must be considered suspect had a demoralizing effect. The 
1 6th was careful to warn its me"“ of the possibilities of German decep- 
tion. Forewarned, they were in better condition to stop any possible 
depredations of this sort than were those units which were caught un- 
awares. 

While by comparison with the activity around Flamich, the night of 
the 19th was fairly quiet, men were kept tense by a succession of minor 
incidents. An idea of the night’s activities can be gained from a report 
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That iGermans were ;still wandering around to the rear of the 
established lines, was a virtual certainty. An anti-aircraft battery reported 
that two men, one wearing the uniform of a lieutenant the other a T/ 5 *s 
stripes, and both wearing First Division patches, had stopped to question 
civilians in their area. When troops from the anti-aircraft unit approached, 
they departed hastily. Civilians insisted they were Germans. 



The news of the massacre of American captives at Malmedy had 
come down to the regiment. Other atrocity stories indicated that the 
Germans would stop at nothing to make this final great effort succeed. 
Orders, came from corps that all troops forward of Division Rear wouTT 
carry gas masks at all times. Since the enemy had gone so far in violating 
the rules of warfare^ ft did not seem improbable that he would stop at 
the use of gas. 




For the next couple of weeks the i6th played an unfamiliar role. 
Its action was almost entirely defensive. From a relentless offensive 
machine the i^th had switched to a holding force. It had been put on line 
to keep the Germans from expanding their salient to the north. It 
succeeded. 



Night after night, the regiment wired and mined itself in. It patrolled, 
maintaining contact with the enemy. It suffered some casualties from 
mortar and artillery fire. It lost men in its patrol actions and it exacted 
toll from the enemy who from time to time attempted infiltrations in 
patrol strength sometimes, and sometimes in greater numbers. 

At night it kept artillery fire on enemy outposts and strongpoints. 
In the daytime it directed artillery and mortar fires on enemy convoys, 
on tanks and on personnel who incautiously exposed themselves. 

Early in this period, an attach in great strength was anticipated from 
the dreacled SS units which had forced the initial breakthrough. The first 
night in position, as has been noted previously, “F’ Company was hit by a 
strong enemy force, possibly consisting of two companies, only twenty 
minutes after going into position. Had the attach come in a few minutes 
earlier it would have caught the company on the road and possibly ef- 
fected a breakthrough of the regimental front. 

As it was, the fighting was at very close range and extremely furious 
for about three hours. ‘T’" Company was on one side of the road, the 
enemy was in the ditch on the other side. Small groups of Germans 
worked their way across the road and into houses held by the First 
Platoon of the company. It was ‘‘touch and go” until tanks could be 
brought up the road, flanked by infantry, and sprayed the ditch with 
machine gun and HE fire. 

This was the only sizeable encounter in the two weeks in the position. 

Most of the enemy strength seemed to be concentrated in the town 
of Faymonville. Although the American artillery pounded the town 
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frequently it continued to be an assembly point for many Germans, pos- 
sibly because it was a center for roads leading from the east, west and 
south. 

Enemy use of Allied equipment — trucks, planes and tanks and 
their wearing of Allied uniforms continued to be a source of danger. An 
enemy-flown American artillery liaison plane directed fire successfully 
on the Second Battalion for several consecutive nights. 

Another source of trouble, probably brought about by the general 
confusion that pervaded the area was the frequent bombings and strafings 
by Allied planes, both American and British. Air Support Party seemed 
unable to do anything about this for several days. It reached the point 
where the ground troops would willingly, in fact had to be restrained 
from, firing on their own planes. Their feeling in the matter was, of 
course, easily understandable. 

It was uncomfortable warfare. Snow had started to fall a few days 
after the regiment had gone into position. Soon it was deep enough to 
hamper foot movement. Americans and Germans alike blossomed out in 
snow capes, in white blankets, in bed sheets — anything to help them 
blend in with the white background. 

Christmas came and went — a day like all the others — one of 
patrol actions, of defense against enemy patrols, of enduring artillery 
and mortar fires from the enemy. 

On into January the same conditions existed. In other parts of the 
bulge American infantrymen, American armor and American airpower 
were smashing away at the German salient, hacking their way through it 
from the sides to the relief of besieged units within its borders, blunting 
its head, slowly but inexorably breaking the back of the Germans’ last 
great offensive operation. 

On the night of January 4 — 5, the First Battalion moved a strong 
patrol out to a point about 400 yards due north of Faymonville. It came 
in on the rear of a German outpost, went in with knives and captured the 
entire force of six men. After sending them back to the battalion, it 
remained in the position to take the relief when it came out. 

However, on the following night, virtually the same thing seems to 
have happened to an outpost from the i6th’s Second Battalion. Three 
men, who had been warned that the enemy would attempt to take their 
position were missing when daylight came. The only trace of them was 
one of their helmets which was in the hole when a search party went out 
to investigate. 

A platoon outpost, north of Faymonville, operated by the First Bat- 
talion was attacked by twenty enemy on the morning of the 5th. One 
American was killed, and one wounded, but the position was held, the 
attack costing the Germans five killed and several wounded as well as 
two prisoners. 
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of the Bulge'*, Th« is a roodsfde scene neor Faymonvlllet SefgiMm, A First 
Sattalipn nioft lies dead -Jrt the dhch. A GermQh'pfHSs^/rtde in the jeep. 

■ January" 16, 1945. - - -- ; _ 



The Situation reitjaincd mii<h ihr samr onfil the fv 4 tli !>f Januarv 
whC 5 J .,tbe peridd "of defensive ivaiTiri-g;, wss;/sxbe4«led ■ «q £^4 

>jE6th . "swas to attack,- oaf£ HoiiveVer^ On - the-’ i4'di. 

Germah, aciyVity caused a postponcmcn-l of the atcaiJs.. ■ 

FuniUy oa' che njofaihg of the 15 th. the- long-awjlitcd . «iita A |ythpVd 
off. Th^ Third and Tirsf KattaMoni were commicted #ith *the' Titst" 
Hrivfpg, fpr The. lot^ti of^Fityroohviile and the Third, gowtg after the ground 
Tightly -to the northea^^^^ of the' town. ^Tthih an ho«t),-Qne platoon erf 
‘’■T’ Company ' -was in 'position but. the retoamxlet of die eptopany was- 
having a fight getting into some building;? near, the objettiydi/Td, - their 
right,- "L"’ Company wai? progressing roore do;wiy akhdugh with every 
'app£a.raitce , of ultimate success., ' ■ ■ ■ ■ • ' 

, Tn Tirst -ftakalionv dtihgk ■wed. - Gompaoy 

worked into the north edge. ^ Ta>miony'ni£‘,wher«Tt-. prpeeedM fp fight 
ffpitt housh to honiie. ld4wb>kT.f way pfpn^d down outside: 
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df- {6wa so completelj' even raisie tlieir heaHs* so fe , 

was tbfe f i,cc T wo boucs* later the sa^e situation existed with ”A” Coni* 
-p^.^'^hecQinitng. dhorgi^acd. had bj: this time cdmtnittcd : : 

their fanks. Bath had lost otjt^ tank m. tniiie|ields.. ;■' ■ ' ,; . - 

^-j&'^ComisatTy gor one tank ihtoijPayTnony iUe and. proceeded to w'qrk , . , -'• 
into "the town-. ’ ' . C.';' ^ ^ ’ 
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Meh the IjSth being 

driven out of woods in ^dbrly stoi^^ of the, Bulge . 

. '■Dec . 

■ - ' -• ■ ■ •■ - - • /a ' • . ' 'i r ' ' •• 



to the nieantime,, .the Third Battaffon Had committed Gompany 
in an.'i^ttadi- pin which FMjt “K'* on the extreme 

lyft of ■the''tegjhient' 1«rtweeh ‘T^ahB the tflth jhfamrya 

'.i ' and the -attached platoon 

qf TD’s ^ks it in a 'Commoafion of the attache 

By noon, the TK^d Batcabon teporicd iz — 15 wounded^ a. killed. 
Bta^-df;'rhq Fifst Battealipn’s assault; ^companies, and .had. 

cas«alfti^.;'."rhe homes in .FayhiOfiyillc. were , ralhct- widdy and 

the>,iittaikmg force suffered/, fossev ey^^ time -it advanced froth'" one to 





another. When night came, the battalion had lost 70 men and the town 
was not yet completely cleared. On their left, the Third Battalion had 
continued its advance until it was on a line running east from Faymon- 
ville. However, its casualties, too, were comparable to those of the First. 
Many of these losses were attributable to the fact that the regiment to 
the east had not followed the original plan of moving up at the same time 
as the 1 6th. This left the i6th to bear all the pressure of enemy resistance. 

When morning came. Companies “B” and “C” moved on through 
Faymonville, seardiing houses, meeting little resistance — a change from 
the day before. At 0900 the town was reported cleared. 

As soon as Faymonville was cleared, the Second Battalion moved 
through the town with orders to take Schoppen to the southeast, or if that 
were impossible, to seize the high ground west of the town. 

Progress was made until about half the distance between Faymon- 
ville and Schoppen had been covered. At this point the battalion was in 
some woods. Fire came in on them from three sides and by-passed enemy 
caused further trouble from the rear. Fire increased to the point where it 
was eventually necessary to withdraw to the rear of the woods and hold 
up for the night. 

The regiment in general continued to hold up on the 17th. 

On the 1 8th the Second Battalion continued to hold. The Third 
remained in reserve and the First pushed on to the south. “B” Com- 
pany ran into particularly heavy resistance. When night came, the 
First was on an east-west line some 1000 yards to the west of Schoppen. 
On the following day, the 19th, the Third Battalion set out for the town 
of Schoppen. 

With “F’ and “K’" Companies proceeding abreast the battalion set 
out in the worst weather encountered by the i6th during all its campaign- 
ing in World War II. Snow was knee deep on the level and drifted to 
two and three times that depth where the wind could get at it. To make 
matters worse, it continued to snow so hard that it assumed the proportions 
of a blizzard. Clouds of snow made observation impossible. The only 
vehicles that could attempt to travel were the small tracked ‘‘weasels”, 
horsendrawn sleds borrowed from the Belgian natives, and tanks. 

Walking through the drifts was exhausting in the extreme and the 
troops halted frequently to rest. Heavily laden weapons company men 
with their burdens of mortars and madiine guns were hard put to make 
any progress through the deep snow. 

While it was wearing on the troops, the snow did give the attackers 
the advantage of surprise. So bad were conditions that the Germans were 
not only unable to observe the advance but it was unlikely that they even 
suspected an attack was being made. 
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Outposts were surprised »nd quttkly eliminated;; Some resistance was 
^cotjnlcred in the -enemy ^ere hoj^d op in houses 

and Long before toWii' had, bc.cn, .. 

cleared aHd ‘’*R” 06m yoo- yards to, the high grOan.d- 

south' of Schoppen. ,7_*';;ii*-'’, s 

/Lhe 'eo^^ terrible^ "W^herever possible 

in housesy but hundreds had to remain in the open. Wet clothes ffOze 
bit, th^; there was a shortage of. ,blat!kefs and it was' ‘impewsib^ keep 
'spies '. ,w^& ^coming' ddw-jt with bad cold^i were - deyefoph^g' 
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Bed she^ets ohd anow suits ©f tHe- 1dlh 

infabtty ds a norrow. rood' near Faymonvilte, 

f ' Belgium. Jam/ory ld,, 1945;. ' * . 
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Cotopo-ory, captured Gerntvan holl-tra«^| fpanspprls 
to:mefl pn Itne, near SchoppetV^ Belgium. January 22, 



twa iltess^, pccpfred they were^sp, 
jj(ii^bk ia gehetattfeit rfrgar continued derertftitiation to fight, of 



’^hilc the Third B^tafion. was taking Sdboppen, th« 'Tim- BattaiioA 
WAS pressing u5' atcAdc to jcKe’ sootbf ^iz;iflg the, high ’’gfoand north of 



SimnftAQeoii'dv ' fehe Second Battalion, pushed to the south and readied 
the river line running. southWfesr out ’of Sdioppeh, • ; .• - • 

Bdrihg the night the Second Battalion ealled for a ■snow plow to- 
open roads so that diow deop.s could get- thcougit 

troops. iW'eafiier .condmom were intolerable, i-^nhe'^ngince^^^ working witk 
bulldozers and' mhkdoiers- worked all night to. open ;the roitfa.; '^''hen 
moi Aing camc --vrebicks’ -were stuck, -evetywhere and hlnibst 
blocked*; NeVerihelc&^ the. Second Battalion .pushed^ due .to .the south; and” 
the -Third! went -after a g^Up >of housed. south- of Schoppen. 

- .yRepiapementi c|iu£ii 'io this t-WQ''pr three .day .pi^riod*. They 

‘w.ere,:Tqr;, tHk ptost. part, t,rai\.ifets. .from. afttiKaifcraft and .other.., uni^^^^ 
with little ’■injau background., Aipoog. them were. .few’;.;if any bo.n- 
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officers to replace the large niimfet iliat'had^ heen lo the 
recent (Sa^paigw^^ despite their lade Pf experience, they began 

to ’fir into their companies. Frostbitg h^es;.;'ih9i‘eased with the Second 
,®attal)on, alone lo.sing, se men from this 

For several datSj^ the regjtneni conceuttated on improving its ppsJ- 
j{pns and fflamtaiofflg::chntact enemy- Outposts were push^-,to 

,the south 3 ud ^mall groups of enemy cleared from area« to the front of 
the^/hajtfliomV' . '■ 



■ ''•rDUrmg ,^ the ■i3tdr:'ja4t}T, the Third Battalion mdve'd 

out to -the 40 ujlt .;Befdt'^ daylight, Cornpany was in position, oii 3; 
line running -^cs| • from Modersih^th. Later in the morning, the Second 
Battalion podiedTorWard left fjatjk, ' contacted the right of 

the Thirdj . ■ '-■ ; ' ''■ 
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SgK Uoi?e} ^Pender 
and, 

Dickfeh> ''P ; ; ■''Cow*' 

German "bazoo- 
ka" left behind 
by enemy , when 
Belgidn , fawn of 
Schoppen fe({ ^ fo; 



P.^nj wert begun during the d^y for the taking . of Amel which 
Uy the -fers^. The, mcsye oE the .qthsti 

two tog®fch^er.,.yf>th; ..the/ southward .mnyem^t of the’ tSth 

Infantry had pinched.’ ofT Thii lelfe. the' wky open for. ao 

advance\tdwdfd5 as ,Xyel|. it ; . plant put • . the 

SeCDud Battalion ‘in fegfmcnta! reserwe. . with the Third, scheduled ra go 
mto MirfVrd and the Rrst into Aroeh A diviskm^l. -plan had 
a cotnbined infantfyvRrmor' assault on AiJiel, wiclv the 7th Ariwred 
Diyisioni cooperating with the iSthV CoV G^b. rejw:;f«d;ifeif p^^^ 
that the experienced. rnfantry-; troops i^oiald^do a better and fesy ph 
d)*n ady cnrnb’uvatio'n with tW.dphiofe^^ ' ■ 





First Lfs. Witliom Jackson and LBewartf W^. StddtweW dxamibe riftes and 
panierf ousts jeft tiebind enernv When tHeyv of 

,-;v!f 5chopp«n Beigium., Both cjfficers wore' the USCe - 



Although the prjgihal plan did not call foi;;' ih^'. Th^d Battahon tp 
attack vUntil the- a 6th-^ late in the .afternoon t»f January \it^th/^ patro). 
reported '^ to be either gnOe or only. iighcK* heldv^ A quick 

4^i«on waV made :td.go into, th.e town that day, .Gompanie?^ 

were loaded- dc^^t^^ Vent through Mc>defs'cheidy';:out>Efe rogd 
northeast, a, ^ JWwfiild thwi ttirdcd r^h^ to ‘ thiS 

opposition... '’ . . r' ■ 

. Thecsame a platoon ' wasivdfepatchcd frO'rn !;*B‘^. Company 

lo JoVestigarife Atheli; was Opp<^itiohj. J? wait light and early 

ip the cvenmg it was in the hands of tbfe HiHV Baftalioti. ' ' ." 

I^riVonefs ^k*ft durpig. the^'4wo'or^^ three Ipwct in mor^ljs': 

tlua any" that ' had .JbyiEfi. encoimtered fbc ’a JongT time. Many of .thpm 
jetre of thbi%fhldh;ithat the vgr wbol.d .erid ih A vety fyv' weck^ i 
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iEnttriy to tfje hortK^sr of Mirieid constituted 

a threat to fhe :tJl« fdglit ofT jartUary' 

i’/th the battalidh ;wcnt out %e ^ripans. Since 

yhey were not there^’M/^ chetny, was du the point of 

sairenderiug soon afef ihe baytalifto- ewreted ihe wood?. However, friendly 
ax^Hery 6taftedi failing' dn" the i.^mer!6atis and the rittaci and seiaure of 
the. e,ftctny;.had to be ,btld op more than two hours. .Ev'entoallys howeyer, 
the fire, stopped, the Woods w#fe cleared and Germans captured. 

\ ‘ -7 The "uej^V day, the Thiii^"^ found ;the to of Vafender o^ly 

lightly 'h^isld'.an^t aldldugH.ihe 8ihd, Air Borne Bivisiofi bad planned yo 
raid ihe town, the Th)fd Weired 3t with the loSSt oE otily one man -wounded. 



Wji Rotph Berry, "M" 
Cpmpphyjt piles coses of 
ammuhRidn vfHof will be 
ofod byy m ptotbon. 
lot Tfo into ^dioppenj' 
Belgium, prior to infantry 
attoek. fo'ntaqry 22, 1945. 



! •. days. die regTmCTt Vemamed- in ppsipioh.^ Them aS other 

'uruts fofWaTd,.,|eay.mg -the tfith' ju a tear afea^' traimng,w«ia 

taheo. Sijuad p'tohleinV- were ordered, fot .all Hfle companies fli ondcy to 
tram the.new'';mfo To. uited and , going 'into positioft 

on ^..ohjettive ‘ ' '■ 









Oernibn soldier^ Wounded 
as ti&h moved in Jo hold 
nOTthern ' corner .■ of-, ^he 



Mean-whrk, rhc jiad, K!€g}£ncuts, Were Woi'kiijg on 

the Sfegfn'ed Line trylrf^ to' jborejicti thf the lyecond time: for the First 

:piVjsi^ Oh' Febrtiary:'. 2 '^ ^hird 03ttdlion -Was 'placed oh 2 ^ hchif 
alert for 'possible -commtthYent in' .fche a€^thV zone of acwotf. . . 

; Ko-wev^efi T and thc ^r^th did. not move 

iintil Colv Woolnoa^ was transferred to 

fommand. a fogilafoij Td Regimerital 

..Exectiti-ye -Officer wig fo. Col, Morher. Major i^ofonskit "5410 had been 
executive officer of the Second EattalfoS: . the jjcw 

offitCh of Col, Horner's Third ■. 

Cdyeriog- territory -dver ' whlch^'ichey had moved . ia November and 
D.^ei^ber* the tncii of the i^th were; transport^ np thfough ..Biobertville,^ 
'm;Ejjpiki,..KotneiimDnstet/Qre^t^^^ ttnd Sef^venho-tte -an^ then on to 
tJie ea^, wWc'. the Combat.- :Team folieycd, GT . 1 ?; .of the ?tb. Pivisioh. 

/ The, /new positions oVerfoofeSd thc Bioet .$Uver^ The reglmcittal CP 
was in. 'the almost complemP dempfehed-foWh of Kbrnhatf. The regimental 
diiie Was centered n'ear; the .town of: W'ittdeo,..- .Sotne- Trouble 





jony men ride the back at a kmk pi H^y approotiH the town of 
loppen, Belgium,. doWng "Battle of fhe .Bofge. Jari. 21, 1945, 



■TR-aj rac^.uobrfed '1^ The, umt; whkb, had .pcGupied the gfbunJ ,■ ' 

e^i;heF fropr of thi'th ^ the tivet e^tmftdy : 

heatvSy. and- h*4 ‘pf^pared dy^rl'^ys djf rije.. Ktiaefleliiu hhphispei'lyi. The - ‘ 
. result was, that 'ykafyoh;;f‘iequeotly stumbled mto mioes, Jesuhah5 ; 

<3o ih< 8th, Keavj txaffic caus^ When the 'joSih ParachutWl^ghh'e-nf^ 
;!^p^i'atfnW»-t4jr9Uf]fh the First.BattaKbn area failed to- follow ^»OP rok^' ". 

y traffic re^ulWtibHSi ,.hfought -dowh .heavy rojelSt-and artilkry 

■ produced c4sualti|!a' ihd distup^^ commumcattohs-. ■ , “*, . ‘^V.,';,!!,*' ‘v’ 

.. ■ Thb'Ro'ef . kiVef fed risen -feeweia two add three -fm dhtjfe 
preceding jW hfetW This w 4 « atti^uted to the heavy rainf of the two ■; 
Or thre^ dayy past 'plus' ppening of ^sluice gates .by the eneniy Msb,' ' 
eoui'idejfabl? W-as .felt" that the Germans 'wpuld blow' fehts .upriver . 

. which '.would flood Sfffi positions held. by. the. tiSth pea.t, the. river,. 

Precipcions. were taken; to iniurt . ah adetjuate 'warning, system should 
^■^''the■dams 'go-/, , ■; ■-' •’• , ,-j.- ,v'-S V's./- -'. ' •-■ •->> 

Itoad conditions- were' .terrible.,' INp vs^cles cocld get through and 
engiat^ers, estimated diitijt, ac W«t three' feys yoih’ to mafe.,' 

,' ■ then! .'passable evep jfir . ’.'y-/'-/ "i 



rr.r-.v-**-. 



•-'K-v.;;-''-. . ‘ •• 

'■ '■ '• 
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the "feodfes’ irf ^wtt 
tbotryinen Vho;dJed »ri the 
qilaot; -oui Faymohvih^v Be*' 
gium, £Ke. wat«ii!ed over fcty 
a tomro«Je. This, wbs durJog 
. ''Bqttle' .'}he .BulgW^ 

. ’jah. W45-. • 



> A very detailcd^:w^^ its, banks, itsj' deptlj, cufrfcTi^ -^ Mi 

ioforTnaMbn needed effect a crossing — . was rrtade, through intensive 
patTplling by; the three 

■ The dangerous work of clearing iginefM 
xontlniictL It was partlcMarly be, . endangered =by deices 

placed by friendly' troops.. , ‘ 

pUhs‘. r.iver and ibandoned two dr three , 

.times when the 

.one end of the idam' which if blpwn would flood the entire v'alley while. 

. ihe.(5erfna,Ti> hdd the otber end. As Gerinans weiie ih possession. . 

)?nd ;,there\ !was always thp po.ssibUit.y that it' "y'buld bp blown; : - . 
.“‘.•';;a|thduMi indict tcV. their being saciMi with the effect treated, 

by the sluice 'gaces-which they Had blown open.^ 

^vdal •;diBeyeH5: plans fot; bridging the stream^ 'W • . 

Grant- strong sWinitpefs from hiv b-attWlldH who’ Wtrt to 
;s,wfnrt the' river at • night and help to pull pontoon boMs fierb'ss-' MajoV' . ’ 
Wozenski suggested a> U^.t bridge wthich could.be budt iAa/r‘eAl'"i.tea and.- 

the-i?''''broughf -up and ■••■floated into, positidh. ^..V' 

■ '■■' ■■■'•• ■--•-'- ■: 

r~ - -. ■•■.■■■ 4 , '• ’ ■ 

.-■;'■■ ■ ■• '• .4. .■- . 
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lapsteaU of -bfK%Wg for d).e the engineers propos^ the 

of 28 maujt hoa^ for the tw& kschng ijompanics after whidi a^ B 
would ibe thro'ivnft>aof0sf for, the third ^ompan^y of th/?' .assaolc barta]jdii.' 
The dra'sHback to' this tbe- f for the- safe use of boats^ 

a ewren't hf rtiih?» per'.ihotir ^■$ts the XDaxi'inUtrsi, "while the Roe? ,waf 
.sweeping'aloitg at 'lii; ' , '•-'^ 

^ Putai%- tHtt£ ‘ifier£ was houtt«»ai iTfopfinaissanfo' -at tnght for 
possible: sftls> ,.The’S^^^ Battahon launched , a traibijrtg- program 

•JIT. preparaiioti for .t^e 'river Ail ,|ilaiiSj howey^J held in. 

abcya^e-tmdl the .river devd should stat.y fo dsaTreasr, v‘‘ , 

■ ^,, On the jjih and, 24th iher^ %ak, mereajied enemv lire with a few 
casijaTtJes resultwgv/Mndi . of .this fjtr«,.-waA’ hfougjit fo iiricontrolled 
.movement .of vehiel® cjf 'supptM'Cihg Uftiik iehginecK other .organj!- 
l^don&f ihrohgh the area daring daylight hours, . . : , 

It finally deyeloped that a battalion of the a«5tk Infantry was to 
,n)ahe‘ crossing in tjie .area defended by jh^^iThfod Battalion- 

fpf. the. iSth, Q« 'February: jyth, this battalion moved id-.:; 
iyd- the .Thifd, yfhieb -had been holding the line moved b*tch\tft w ya^septbly 
;%'ea jn\the;.'V«®h|iy of Ktifferath. • -ri'; 
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The fistd* before Honwch 'bfe tleared of fhe dead 



The mght of February. t7— tS, .ehe. Pipit .Battalion ifent two piitrols 
acfcbs thit.:,r{vg^r Tiiis 4,oti|E conduct, ^ 

tpt^ortnajssancc th<i eastern b^njc and to testable of sroismg' 

^afdy.v TPe otfief^ 
i ; floedcd 
Oitt ^rian. was^^ s 



byf boat^ .One^ boat got iCfoS- 
sbiitiii hvni/^p in‘sora^ on 
attd; drew f)re f 
hurt, and three men' did nbi rewrite. .• ' 

A^jam on the night ef ' February- iig(— '"io, the Fitsf BittaKon sent 
patrols''. across* _ _ - _ ■ ^ 

0530 ..ori tlie ^n!prp'mg■ heavy 

artitltry^ dfintvnttati‘p,ttji were fke^ o^. did G^rwanx.; Tfks' schedule 
W#r^d .each morning, tbg ;da5< ;^bf ,ii1i,e,. s-S^dit^ 

sd idiat’ when the . 4 i; 01 ety-. ptep,3rawott was/fjTed^’’d of the' 

crossing ■ it Vphld obc tend to -Alert the-' enemy too much; ,-i- ‘ ' 

’ Tbens fctiiowed i, ic.w more, days of. watc-MuIncss*. of waiting for 
the fiyef- to f^lJJ and. o coming Assatiltw PihiiUy> on 

the 24th the g.th ;I 3 lvmin, to tke ir.orth of ithe. i ^ih made a 




.Ifite: coflS’j4<;f3b!e . difficulty >. having bddges 

swept by tbe cutri'cnt, boats lost s^nd fairly heavy casualties artcfi' 

the troops were. across. ' ' j - ■ • Hx-"- ' ' • 

•plans called for one battalion pf jhet;id.th fo la its pwa sector 
and rite 'TOthw-' two b.aualions to oie brtdgtfs in the f?th Division scctor,- 

Durtag the day, plans were changed several -times. Some plans had 
pan of. the regiment rnakikg/as.s^^ in .hp^ts, 

crossing on bnidgepa b^Ut eventually the aforemonwoned proposal to 
two battalions use dit' .11^ Division footbridge While fthv," remaming 
battalion , crossed % ilie'” i^th!^s sector vv4s adhtred to, , X ,f’ - r. ■ ' : y , . 

puruig. the — '2 jth eheift^; - dircr^^^ acd'vfet^ 

straCihg and bothbioi. , 'f-iverfroni. Beesvii^ the .shies.' were, full 
of ' KAK’ bomber-^ dpd, flghti^Si Atncrican td h£>}‘d its 

fire, rfidst pf the d^hfeifie -of knocking 

mistake, /The tesulfc. wais tfet^The 'cneroV flct^ -yittiially . Unhindet^^ and 
rtot only caused casualties, amorig the troops but knocks sjcf- tWiT sectiOUS 
of the' ‘^Treadway-’' bfjdgc;%‘hieb the i6tb. had 'planned to’u^C; 



CO ; 2nd Bn,, ;|pined 
The regifnenf ds a 2nd 
.ifV'fo T94Q. He com- 
manded ""P* 'Cofflpdny 
fn Abica >dftdi sd vet eiy 
wounded oT El Ouet* 
tor, following ,hw ten 
covery he served 
with the. Vi Corpr ip 
Italy, performed - d 
tour of duty in ,fhe 
Stotesp, then retUfded 
to the Tdth in Decern- 





CHAPTER XV 



After ftriaay delays and change in plan, the Second; Sattalift 
start^ across 8 th iJi’miod sector near The. outsfcirts of 
POfcir at i^ahout d 3 y^ moving into a aSstijt^l) area in the vjcjtniiy 

of Ntederaii At a^yo haus-s. Following rheni- across the same hpidg«:ca 4 ic 
fhe .Third, . ■ ;. •. ' 

By "iriocrfv battalions were ready ' to: attack to the southi 

totvjft^-fthe town of Kreuzau wliicK was dmectly acfos^^^ fTOm 

the, pii^ticms which the regiment had occupied during .the period of 
A wooded strongpoint soutHwrit of the iowh Of 
the first objective before Kreuzau ksetf. • 

, ;. ^’hile the SeCon d , and Th ird Battalions were. : driyid$ : hbWard this 
ytrongpoint, cleatiing it ouje dnd prooeedf og on tt3W5Sf% 
was ill resera>'«» inittaUyy pn . the ;.w , ; - ' 

■ The cTOSsmg had. b«eh effected under the cDver of a suioke screen 
lard by andfey and- mOriari ' and 

the: .crossing." At about i?30j ariiflriyv mortars, and machme : of the 

First .Bntmljoov riaritfd pb Kreuxau to aid dte- coming ariach^ O^^ 

the irwo lassauty battaKons,<^^^0 weak artillery firi rispohded Irorsi 
the town..’ ' • - 

At about 1500 hohttj the: bridge m-the Ffrtfe Bdtmlioh 
in and that unit began . to .cross; Mean whilcj the Second and^^^^^ P were 
continuing to work south-. “E” Company^ at about rime, was running 
into considerable difficulty, encoonrirlng stobbofn enerny^^^ w fought 
back from theif cellar few mmdtes latere riK"'* and ’T,’’ 

companies W'ere held up by small arms and' mortar fire as. well as direct 
fsipe^ -f fbpi i A%h^velocj.ty weaponv TB.%: corildnT cope .wkh thr situation 

and .'the Third . Battalibn called^^^^f^^^ released by' the 

$ecdhd BattaUoiu There was a delay in getting 






pany v/eapd.ns"“p 

to move, doWn- tc 'the Rper fttyer/ 

v.Y. , ■jhetot'i'-Kre.ujiotf^'.O'eftnQh^^^^^ 
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loaded down with ,o wuhtlodfe .ot eqoipmejtt, 16 th soldiers just prior' to 
• . ; . ; : frtoViiigi. out for Roer River Crossing, reb, 26/ 1945, . . 



.;HofWe.vf%y tw. Thifd Bailaliop was haying; fougher goitig, Stocitbeinjj' 
wiiich w'as'-supf^!?(j to. have btXJj 'tin thfe . of the 8th Division Wiis 
itof cJe.af Oft th'tr touth-shte aiid. .ato?. fhe/e Were . dqmg .considerahjic 

td the 'Thirds , . ■• - ■ . ^ '• . ' 

' 'P'le ienfetny" planted inthes’^ on. .every likely'' approach, tev-pver^ 
pojiuDU'.tq. which :dte.;atwictda^ were likely to 'adfanye, Cisaabths 

•"^ere.’.^oTfe’rhd' abd vehicles. ’'Oi^hen, coorriiftg xrij.mei' tte 
jPim liartaUoft had lost .abbot. :f6rtv* ijiBnv rnosfely .through- ,min<- e^p.IasibrisJ; 

; '[b"t-hc fborrithg, ch^ Second Bataaiioxi w^$s . obafttef'Jtit^acked..h}h 
Mjikr atiti A company o^ ’iftIawry.'- 05 ee 'AineckatJ TD -'wat deittoyr^l' 
the. CerTpaft>i lost a, Mark IV t-ank by another ooe dabibiM 

by 'a';ha^.abhi.. As. 'the, cootu!eratt.acldtsg totce/with^feWs. hei'.y.y Awepaafl, 
Wtillery ilre 'iticreassd its losses.'.. ' . * .•-■ ■'. ’ ....... 

Dbriftg the mowtihgi .Gerteral Ahdfftirv . First-. Divistp^ CG,’ wld Coh 
Gihb ,thac the, -i^th advance top . ,fat - ftntjl the other ..two, 

fegiiTfcnty. of the, divistoft were a<r^.ss; the rNep.' it whs expe.cted; to be 
48 houm/. khd before the fbrte of -thh hiiftth .Di.yislb^ dte soufchy wP^Mid. 






'' 8 '' Cofnp' 
any .nain 
a oss a fopf 
bridge aver 
tb^ . -Rofe i, 8i'. 

-^euS'Qw.- 

Pebvt/pry.SS, 



be feU;fo >ny great ex^t< yu^jhitjg 't&. 

but too far. ahead , of flank tletnejifef eyed: 'if ’t wm: passibk-to'^'r?^ 
agi^yt yrlut conld be: a t:-oiKeniratldh''^df ail enemy re^cistaflde. -iii ‘,tke 
area, fq ykyy or tbe fact bar defeodiog uriits would be intoecupierJ; ttf 
ykere crrjsi;ihgs in, strength b.ad Vtdi yet been mide . ■ ■■■ ' '--ft ■ ■■' 

Howexecv local Batt^ifon, 
ohoe itsr. £oUnt^--attaek situation was , beared upl'aild. IV appe.Wd to. be: 
well tti band by looo kours^ wcmld pitek east.ta ^Uer» Orders came down 
for tKs ? 5 ecofi,d W jump-off in tte attack it si 400 bdursi.- f' T ” v 

karly i.n the afteriioon, the ' fltirdt BAttalion. had pushed .vouthea-^ 
until they yvere in positiDn on a, :l^hfc^T^^hifrg•:.td t-he\P^^^ ®l%htlj. 

to the front ■ of .Soller, iTheir ‘advance had been >dty- lightly, dppo^ = ■: 
" 'f - ’ A-^difficulr't'rail sy-stein and sonte fakk stiff tesiyta.hce slowed the 
first and Sehond Banalwis during the,.'afternodn'-: came, 

they held/up' some , 8 oh yards shp)Pt.,,df,.SoU,ef, tfurihg/ 
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I^/, G©Jv the Gihh-he planned to 

try Iqt he said, with a- tahks. 

a^hd the attajjted - TD's direcdy into thK'ia^nl foildwed 0p hy a -platoon 
. 0 / Corapahy wndh amched li'gh't 

The attack ppsh&d off aci.ijjo hc*ax& and half an hour ktcy ^'F* 
Cotnparty was in town. Division oi^defedThd i.^ih to he prepared id 
cake; V*^\yeiW dhe .toliowdhg day.' Smcrdhii' .to|5h^ ^tne 40^0 yatds 
ttt- th£ ' eiast:^of Soiler, b^.. cteated . and the 

area around - tcwo .Sdlidlyr-Btiiiliihiid^^W^^^^ so that the 

attack 'of the’ fojlpwhag day. c^otdd;.have x’^hanee^oG w^ 

' Cob Gibb .pianned to push the. Pirn 'add' Second Battafions all night, 
attacjung Prarig^heitn, a thousand yards. SoHe ti a? sohiV 

rtSeirwas> cleared. ' 



. raoves ; O0i -. - 

^IhtpuQh KuBe- 



“ The preceding two daysvhad bee^^^ oav of 

rwelvc TDh; had beeii -lost and the - waj' shojt t-wp^tanks. ' 

. The .^cood B,ar.tahdd houfs on the iiKJtftirtg 

.of the iyth. An hour and ^ hljf' later,, ‘*B’’ Company, of th*^ Fit^st, jumped 
off for Frangetiheitn; A<few bouts later it was cleaned and ■ the First 
Bait aJidrt waja waitiiig. '.tliere for., relief from the ifitli I n f arrtry which w-as 
supposed to. eotiie in to coye^ :tl^r/^ihient'^ kigh.t ;^ank,,,w.hi<h’Upyt^ th.is 
tljne ;had. byeiri' .ppen-i •■ .,• ■'■ ,'V'.\v' '■ - ''/ ''■ 

Up to thisjpoint,; th.P->'«girnetn^^Had .Ivad about t;,to .spilr0altt^^ 
cfossi.ng the Roer, ■ , ' f'- ' ■ " 




' f «Ai 

' "'i 



Georges Cb(», J’riQc Lake, Minnesoto, dnd Pvt.- joffiea ^^brland, Zanes- 
w:ii-cv\>^kiw mert^. pitoy <ards Whife-ti^djiing afders^ to foove 

out on VettweisS.' februgry'ZB. lp4S. 






vl”vGo^p4ny, taking into account tte 'diffic^ties that, might, 
«ja.de-.d}e iction -a failure, constders Vetweis? KSf most Successful. ^attack; ^ 
^eif acknmy of the engagero.enp follows; • • ' 

■•■ - “Xhif attack cm Vertwews may be coosideted' as erne of*. the most’ 
successful made by Company during the war id . EuEopeC Them wen? 
losses, of botfa^ pwsonhel arid latmotv but 'an impoctaat ro^ center wa.s. 
seized and "a determined .enemy was routed^r-fipm'^k y^p-cw^ly fortified 
|>osM6n arnpc too great .u caist.'* ' ■ ; - • . . 

''‘ft was a typicaT -^ttack it? that, die fighting did not go a.s pjanned, 
Quick thltik&ig ib oa*th«’rSp6t' dticuiions niade for success^* Thefe was 
cha.iQ!!$ and- confusion bur ?at, the same time there ^w^s good lea-dtrsBiip add 
aggtessiy^.aetioh^by Vfficerj 3rtd . 
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'‘At ftferuary Oipt* Karl E. Wolf, ‘*r' Conip^y 

wariiiog order .from the Bamliop S--3 . that 
, Earcairpij, assembly- area ,, in. Spller that- 

arid iurop ’ off’ for Vettweiss aboot nDon'" wttli bompany-. 
Oh all the at?ailable ■-ittac^d aitth^ bkyali'opi Other 

of .; the* battalion '>'ould follow iyiih ‘.imtpeJf^tely'ibchtnd 
’’‘t*’ Company, to b^^^hsed; either to help secure theitO'vfjrt or to 
^ smaller village slightly to the left.” < ?’* 

. ; the .pompany ei^manders meeting,, the batfsHoff comraander 

yhld - his ■ CO’s that the ene^ had ; coasiderahlc 'niortar and ifrttilery 
isupporti That, they were, chig m and that, mines protccttsd raosj; of the 
■■appfoaehcs.,^‘Y-. ', .. • 

‘*The;',p^ipaoy :..i^ tvpold, asswlt .the tp^n ^'.itY^one; 

platoon of medium tani:?/ One- piatoon of light tahksj and’- one, platoon 
of TD’si Cpmpaipi se.<?iwe : 



T6th Inlonfry fMjIf-frocjt . and hs crew await ordersjhs jnpyp on 



with the towed 5 ? . mm gun In Vetweissv Infoirttyrh^ 

relax during lylf- No >6 body of dead German soldier in fore- 
i " <' ground. ' r 



town. Following them, “K” Company was to enter the town, pick up 
the TD’s and clear to the north. “L” Company it was finally decided 
would follow ‘‘K” into the town, pidc up the medium tanks and clear to 
the south. However, if resistance in the town was light, then “T’ was to 
clear the whole area and later be relieved by the other two companies. 

“The Third Platoon was to ride the TD’s, Second Platoon on medium 
tanks and the First on the lights. Headquarters personnel and mortar 
squads were to be divided betwicen the two tank platoons. It was SOP 
in “F’ Company that one light machine gun squad was permanently 
attached to each platoon. Because of the wide open area to be covered 
after leaving the protection of woods several hundred yards from Vet- 
weiss, the company was to ride until they reached the edge of town, 
crossing the open area at far greater speed than would be possible on foot. 

If any of the armor bogged down, and this appeared a possibility 
^ince the ground was very soggy, or if it were knocked out, the troops 
aboard were to dismount and continue into town on foot. 

The platoons were to mount the tanks in town (Soller) and then 
proceed out of town in column with the TD"s breaking off the road to 
the left, the mediums straddling the road and the lights going on the 
right. The light tanks were to work over the woods with their machine 
guns as they progressed and the TD’s to fire on a suspected strongpoint 
to the left of Vetweiss. 

For the first few hundred yards, the company would be protected 
from enemy observation by the woods which lay between Soller and 
Vetweiss. As they passed the edge of these woods, the attacking force 
would have to swing to the right. As they rounded this corner, all armor 
was to open fire on the part of town whidi the company was to take. 

Although very little smoke was available from mortars and artillery, 
if the attadeers received anti-tank fire, that smoke was to be laid down 
in front of the column. A lo minute artillery barrage was to precede the 
attack. 

Because of the open ground, the company commander asked that 
the planned lo minute artillery barrage be increased to 20 minutes. Since 
smoke was not available, Lt. Jackson, “I” Company, executive officer, 
took a jeep with a 50 calibre madiine gun mounted on it and fired tracers 
into three haystacks outside of Vetweiss. This set them on fire and the 
resulting smoke partially obscured the attacking force. 

A last minute addition to the plans called for the Second Battalion 
to deliver overhead madiine gun fire for 20 minutes preceding the assault. 

At 1200 hours, after checking and opening all radios, the company 
moved out on its armor. The vehicles deployed, as planned, but before 
they had gone very far it was apparent that sooner or later some of them 
were going to bog down. 
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Out about 300 yar<is, the TD’s started to bog down. They were 
ordered back to the road but it was too late and every one of them stuck 
fast lin the mud. The medium and light tanks continued to the turn at 
the corner of the woods. At this point, one of the mired TD’s was hit 
and destroyed by anti-tank fire. 

With all guns blazing, the fleet of tanks moved towards Vetweiss. 
The light tanks began to bog down. The platoon leader’s tank in the 
medium platoon, was hit and destroyed. A light tank was hit and disabled. 
Captain Wolf, riding the medium tank which had been hit, was stunned 
by the impact and cut about the face as well as burned about the face 
and hands. He continued with the company. Tankers remained in their 
tanks, continuing to fire in support of the troops almost all of which 
were now on foot. Only two medium tanks of all the 14 armored vehicles 
which had left Soller reached Vettweiss. One of these had backed into the 
town when one maneuver had forced him to bade around an obstacle. 
To have turned around would have been to risk the near-certainty of 
miring the tank. 

The first infantrymen to reach the town were the light machine gun 
squad of the Second Platoon, the platoon Leader, Lt. Leeward Stodcwell, 
Captain Wolf and the executive officer, Lt. William Jackson. At the edge 
of town they were almost cut down by machine gun fire from their own 
tanks. This fire was lifted and more men began reaching this point. 

Lt. Stockwell with a mixed group, about two squads in strength, 
moved off with the two tanks to clear his platoon’s objective. 

More men continued to come in in small groups. Capt. Wolf held 
them until another group the size of the first was assembled and under 
Lt. Rudd, Third Platcxjn Leader, they headed for the church, near the 
central part of town with orders not to proceed any farther north after 
cutting the road and securing the position. Since the company had suf- 
fered some casualties coming into the town it seemed well at that time 
not to spread the available force too much. 

First Platoon leader, Lt. Thurman Farlow arrived at this point with 
his entire platoon and, taking a tank from the Second Platoon, his men 
proceeded to clear the southern part of town. 

Up to this time, it had been only about an hour and 45 minutes 
from the time the company had left Soller. 

“K” Comp>any then came into town, following the same route taken 
by “I”. As they came in, artillery dropped to their left. It moved farther 
right as they came across the open, but as it came down farther and 
farther to the right, the company continued to move even more in that 
direction with the result that not a man was injured. 

“L” Company came in about 1500 hours. “I” Company was relieved 
and the other companies went to work clearing the remainder of town. 
However, it was not until morning that the clearing was completed. “K” 
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Company had trouble throughout the night with a couple of Mark VI 
tanks which hung around a factory in the north end of town, preventing 
clearing in their area. 

Although so many tanks had bogged down, the only complete losses 
of armor were one TD, one medium and one light tank knodeed out. “I” 
Company had lost 15 men, mostly through burns from the flaming tanks. 

The attack continued to the north the next day. A patrol readied the 
outskirts of Gladbach where it became engaged in a firefight and with- 
drew. The Third Battalion then advanced on the town, with “L” Com- 
pany leading. The town was taken by noon and then the enemy made life 
miserable and hazardous with direct artillery fire on the town and on 
the road leading up from Vettweiss to Gladbadh during the remaining 
daylight hours. 

The Second Battalion had been scheduled to move through the Third 
Battalion in Gladbach, establish a bridgehead across the stream beyond 
Gladbach and hold while the engineers put in a bridge. After that, the 
26th Infantry was to push through, using the bridge for its vehicles. 
However, the fire on the road was so intense and the country between 
Vettweiss and Gladbadi so flat that it would have been fatal to move the 
battalion up before dark. 

The town itself was full of mines and a couple of roadblocks. These 
had to be cleared before anyone could get through in force. Plans were 
amended during the evening to send the 26th east through town, while 
the Third Battalion of the i6th continued . north through Luxheim to 
Eggersheim. 

So heavy was the enemy fire that between noon and 1900, between 
1500 and 2000 rounds of artillery had hit Gladbach. Work of clearing 
the town had to be postponed all afternoon. 

While the enemy appeared to be determined to hold the streamline 
east of Gladbach, resistance to the north was very slight. “L’’ Company 
pushed out for Luxheim early in the evening and had readied there by 
2030. “K” Company then moved through “L” to Eggersheim whidi was 
taken without resistance. 

It was not a comfortable night for the i6th. The Second Battalion 
was trying to establish a bridgehead across the little Neffel River. '‘G” 
Company got across and in position, but “E” Company had difficulty 
most of the night. Engineers who were to bridge the stream were hampered 
by heavy artillery fire and the bridge which was to be used by the 26th 
Infantry, as soon as it was finished, was not ready until nearly noon on 
Mardi ist. 

A counterattack: by a force of about forty was driven off during the 
night by the Second Battalion. Their casualties for the night were about 
12 wounded and three killed. Down farther south, in the vicinity of 
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crctss the wredted roilrpad trdcks in 
considers its most sMCCessf yl of 



:fnfoB tn/ men from Gompoin y 



VeftWelss, Oh' attack vrhich the cojTijS'O 
the wor; February 



Vetitmss,' a ' ‘‘C*’ Com0‘^n;}5 ''d^^ Ic&rft thc '-rcar .by a, 

Carman;’. patrol whidf liad ‘v/orkecl ih behind the; "^posittorr/'The attack 
was repids<d .hut,.dne, naah ; 

Buying .March snd. the riJtb remained in position whUe the ^d 
i6th Infantry pushed out to the in conjimoiion. with the -eastward 
attadc of the .‘Nhith Arinbred Pirerhion. These tntiis were making good 





'Theiriove ijita the First Uipi5 

ot the 3r4. ^nd 4th. The work .pf demmmg, sVjas ;e^pected 4 :akfc 
■engineers /die better part of the.day. A bridge' hadrtp'bjg.'J^^ 

;tpwm;. This- ■w'as held tip bjf a Tairiy heayy: 4 tid f^ptiivu 

of heavy mortar and artillery fire into the .tavn’f'fafn^ the; front, 

and left/ 

4th, tht' fiipst Baitalion pashed/out: tdvthe Mg h ground 
aboiit jodo" yard!! ease, of -WeUerswisf, The regjtneht was making ex/ 
tensive . plants for a .wstaWd .'push eastward -unti/idifcy had se£t4i \rRe 
ridge overlooking theffhme, hnd a few tjtousand ygrds.,bad£ ftotii the fiv^r. 






Compdoy -K*' bto- 

teon nioves down 

tfind^rsdoffy/^j/' 
ftiqiiy ; , shqftiyicithBr 

ver, February ■ 25^ 

./. ^' 1945 , ' 



, The fi^imeiit was ready to attack at 0400 on the morning ol the 
j|h, TM. •Fir'jy battalion moved forward rapidly, engaging in several 
sharp .ekdiahgek'hdfcbnyihqmgto.i.i^ .^mpainieswen't 

ah#d sr^dify'fbi! Battalion,, but Company ran ih.ra.'^strdng. 

resistaiice that held it u{> for two or three' hours. At 0530/initial p&jeetiyes 
had been, takai by both, battalions, /Mthcmgh ^* 1 '* Compapy ebatmded ip 
be itopd off by the enemy who- #er^e beiHg' fifed bh by 
point, ordy ,200 yards northeast of Welk deduced 'and 

aU cOTOpanieJ were i® position fe^y to fesorae the attack, ^ , .; - • . . 



Go gle 




' At I t ap, the Second jpiishcd thf oogh, on its way id, 

ternj^, Th« Thtj*d' continwed .its attads tast.warsj .td'waitls Mexten; - • 

J was: now ui the irndscvof a marathon that ws,s 

hdt^w? «hdtmtil the RHihe^tid Wn readied. Men were driven uiiceasingly'/ 
<3^ec pme^ four or ,, five snatched iri pentidsi.^df 

^hvate>j not' hours.. Biijhtiffgsi-dt*^ yn^y.’,heyer giving. Kim 

dhatice' id hw relcntlesslr .bade toward .the ^hitjft. the 

regimetit .fought hnA rest until this prime objective, symbol of Germa'h 
misfaocc bad. b.eeh rifcached^ . .. 



Cbrnpqny rnoYos 
down .street of V/ieiV 
ferswbi to take posl- 
fibh at jump-off poinf 
for ohadt oh ftMetter s 
nich. March 5, 1945, 



prom Mcrtehlieid the Thimd 3att<tlidn p-u.shed oti io Rosberg? Me^'A 
artd rhe southeprt halt oP TTrif^isdoff the Second took the wooded higk 
ground sopd yard^ '.ntuthcaj?.,^-- and p^tcdtlcd' abgo yards, 

farrhery the .Pirn looit Kardotf ah.d Waldorf;.' th.is 

accomphsh^^ in the ea^Jy jtioftiing...bours'of hlarih ^tb.* • 

The-infantry, ’^ere .ho^ the oitly troops- who Were- dead -titcd^'A^ 
■consrant '.^ucceiadij of roadddotk^vaiid mines had kept the’ .enginlfetS sD.- 
cxt^scantlyoif the job that they, ^w abie. to dreg bn? fdot iaPtcr 

the othcf^"' - •'.■■r.'' , - ■ "l- . i -: --..-v-'S. -.v .'" -.... 




Members of "G" Gompany's wetipofts_ platoon move out to 
suppprt |\^st eternenfs of the, Se'coiid Battalion in thefr attadi 

1945, 



'It dptihf of the, 6th that the regiment received 
tj»^; 'ftann would he inejuded ift. She;. 

areiv 1U” t 3 ^h.ch,,JLi^ii#n Offtger with division.lcall^ back tlte Inforniation., 
iiay tonsideting s.wiid'ing the :BAfln. ari!?^ 'over into First 
Divwion- teffkoty- i". ‘ ’ ; ' ' ^ 

, , ,,lj[owetf'etj>rd^ papin dqwtn .Qfi t^s,4idnS£ in- i>f*il(ldar5es; 

and the i^ih .coniiniiM driv^ .srrai|;h:£ . east to tire fUiinev 

Xate th;th'e aft^noOh of the' 6th/the,5'econd fi^ttalidft .puijted.io the east- 
-anjd before; tnorhing of the j^th h^ fakeo Uliekdyco,, ^ Dersdoff, Bernig 
•and Bornheifiai, They/ had cajptW;ed,^^ a.ti^antl-ai'rcfaft gtms and 

't)& y.chiq^V^hd.da'ptored fjd pris^ ■ ^ .. .• 
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tar platopn^set 4.2- triortprs in the outsMrH of Weilerswist 

sj^o.rf the, pt^dt on Methariicb. March 5, 1945. ~?)V, 

•• - ; ••■ ■ ," 

At ;u|i€ ■ ^ Battalion attacked southeast frp'tri 

Bpfnkcimi toolt Hobdcj^r^^ to Al/ter. 'TH% was aii^b’j^cti^^ 

^hldi.eniy' a feV .houfic- W^oi'e'Kad, Wen assigned to tW t^tk Infantry^ 

Ir^ak-at'^ frforning .of Mafdi'.^K ,tha?^'vw^ pf the 

BpniT cutnpf ^ .rime, Col.' Qtbk.palkd hts, battakph,; 

manders di;ah§'e-o'f' plans-. :’. ; ' . . 









Rddiesien' Wifh /'wdlkt^faikles** 
loiloW mforttrj^ b*ro» : opefl 
leoditig io Me»Wi:oS<JtJ 

1 ; ,. •/>• '.', ie' I,»'i '■xf. . r* I ♦ .1 . s* < ^ 






Second, Wave of Second &dt^ 
toHon/ 'f roops : pr ^ssm^ V! pftQOf 
.toward Metternidt^ thrpMgh : d 
• ^ , blasted rfiur<;hyjpro, • :, , 



gle 



ni^ifizcaij^ 



U:'girialitD^ri 

V:VJ^m df MECHIGAN 






Progress of the gttgefc. on 'Melternkh » wotche'^ 

on ohservorton ^st: ||ii o. sfiottered foctory bwildfiig trj 

Wsifersy/ist'. Frofti h? reor^^ 

naj Corps .inotibW' picture cdOierom Mttji,.ASlen ; 

Smith, Second $qitalioii Execotive. pfficeti. Lt," CbJ. 

Wolfer Hi Grdnt; GO) Seeded Boltalionf'cind 14.' Jo- 



seph F. Mact^dhus/ observer. 



The fall of- Jthy 'lihineUtid ettjr of Bbitn could hav^' beep^a bldociy.); 
roiig-diawu out affair Tlie ertemy haddatd'platis for it."“defeii3c wfiile the 
iloer River sdj| aj ’defofl^ve .barm^^ livery approach calculatw^fy, 
coviefeid by .adwthir^" w rnoi guns and by ./c'si .and. 

dreaded ;88V.vScoO£.t bf .idti'aircrafy gotd ^hat ,1ja.d made Bonn a eo^xly, 
tarf.id. far our.fcyimfers"^^ arid tt^fited down roads.. Tbxc 
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and speed were so perfectly blended in the attack that the enemy was 
able to take only an infinitesimal percentage of the toll that might have 
been expected. 

So low were the casualties, so swift the capture of this ancient 
university city on the banks of the Rhine, that it ranks as the most 
successful action of the i6th since D-Day. 

The 1 6th Infantry, leading the First Division, had swept eastward 
from the Roer River in the First Army’s drive to readi the Rhine. The 
fall of Cologne had offered the First Army an opportunity to take more 
ground and to wipe out a greater force of the enemy. The First Division, 
originally sdieduled to attack through a series of dreary little towns on 
the Cologne Plain, and close up to the Rhine, found itself wheeling to 
the south and east. In its new path lay Bonn. 

Southward into that city, thousands of Germans had been pouring 
through the narrow corridor between the advancing Americans and the 
Rhine. Many of them crossed the bridge at Bonn — many more were left 
on the west side of the river to man the carefully planned defenses of 
the city. 

With the 26th Infantry on the right and the i8th on the left, the 
1 6th swept through 14 villages and towns among the low hills guarding 
Bonn to the west. In two days’ time the Regiment had cleared out these 
towns, and by evening of March 7 had established a line running from 
Alfter, 4000 yards west of Bonn to Roisdorf which was a little farther 
from the city, to the northwest. This line was held by the Third Bat- 
talion. To the left rear of this Battalion and facing in a northerly direction 
was the Second Battalion, located in the vicinity of Bomheim. Continuing 
the line to the west and also facing north was the First Battalion, holding 
the towns of Kardorf and Waldorf. 

At 0220 on March 7th, Colonel Frederick W. Gibb, Commanding 
Officer of the i6th Infantry, had told the Regiment that Bonn was its big 
objective. Speaking to the Second and Third Battalions, he had said, 
“Our new mission is Roisdorf, Alfter, and straight to Bonn, taking the 
northern part. I want you to keep going tonight, and the Third Battalion 
will pass through the Second. The boundary will be the main east-west 
road out of Bonn. The i8th will be south of us. When the Second gets 
to the town of Bomheim, I will pass the Third Battalion through to go 
after Roisdorf and Alfter. Third Battalion will be on a one hour alert. 
First and Second Battalions will then move through you and go for 
Bonn.” 

The enemy could guess that an attack would come toward the city, 
but an objective of that size could expect to take a terrific pounding 
from artillery and perhaps bombers before an assault would be made. If 
that was the enemy’s guess, and it was perfectly logical that it should be, 
he was completely mistaken. He was fooled, and his miscalculation cost 
him the city in a few hours’ time. 
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The plan of attack that eventually was used called for no artillery 
preparation, no bombing. It depended for its success on a completely 
audacious, one might say impudent, dash into the city by an infantry 
column. Never before in this war had a city of such size and with its 
defenses been considered legitimate prey for a practically unassisted in- 
fantry seizure. 

Even considering the Intelligence report on the city to be accurate, 
it should have been a tough nut to crack for a combination of armor, 
artillery, and foot troops. (This intelligence report, incidentally, with 
characteristic optimism, estimated the city’s population at 20,000 civilians 
and its defenders at 600 soldiers, mostly anti-aircraft personnel.) 

It was known that there was considerable disorganizatfion among the 
enemy, that the roads around the city were full of vehicles which were 
out of gas, but it was also known that there were elements of the First 
SS Division (Lah) and that there were enemy tanks in the city. Anything 
but a promising outlook for an infantry attack. 

Nevertheless, late on the night of Mardi 7th, an attadc order was 
issued to battalion commanders. The order was fragmentary and verbal. 
In essence, it was as follows: 

1. The enemy situation is as explained above. 

2. The 1 8th Infantry is on the right, the 26th on the left. The latter, 
together with Task Force Davison (attached to the i6th as of 
1400) protects the left flank. 

3. The 1 6th Infantry will attack Bonn, and take the northern part 
of the city all the way to the Rhine River. First Battalion will be 
on the right. Third on the left. Second in reserve. Time of attack 
0400; LD — present positions; boundaries between battalions — 
overlay. 

4. The First Battalion will attack down the main road from Rois- 
dorf, seize and secure Dransdorf, aiid go into Bonn. The Second 
Battalion will initially protect the regimental left flank in the 
vicinity of Roisdorf, and after Dransdorf is cleared, will be 
prepared to move. It will also protect the rear of the First Bat- 
talion. 

The Third Battalion will attack down the main road from 
Roisdorf, and go into Bonn, blocking all enemy traffic coming 
in from the north. 

(In the previous day’s order the Second Battalion had been 
told it would pass through the Third in the attack. The final 
order was a ckange from the original plan.) 

These were the essential elements of the order given verbally and 
mainly over the phone. Current SOP’s took care of the remainder. 
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tanks, one platooit of regimental 57 mm AT Guns, 7th Field Artillery 
Forward Observer, and a Cannon Companay Forward Observer. Also, 
three 105 mm assault guns were attaAed. These later proved most 
effective in the heart of the city. The First Battalion was strengthened 
similarly. 

As soon as orders were received from regiment, battalion commanders 
got busy on their plans and orders. Typical is the work of the Third 
Battalion, which considers Bonn the most successful of all attacks made by 
that organization, in Europe. 

After detailing the enemy and friendly situations, giving the regi- 
mental plan and time of attack, companies were given the following 
information by Battalion Commander, Major Edward F. Wozenski: 

This Battalion, with attachments, will attack the city of Bonn with 

the mission of taking the northern part of the city and blocking all 

enemy traffic from the north. Attachments will be made as follows: 

1. Company “K” — one platoon medium tanks, one platoon regi- 
mental AT guns, one assault gun, an 81 mm mortar FO, 7th Field 
Artillery FO, and two mine sweeping teams. 

2. Company “I” — one platoon M-io TD’s, on platoon battalion 
AT guns, one assault gun, Cannon Company FO, 81 mm mortar 
observer, one platoon “M” Company heavy MG’s. 

3. Company “L” — one platoon light tanks, one platoon “M’* 
Company heavy machine guns and one assault gun. 

4. Formation: Column of companies. 

5. Order of March: ‘‘K’’, ‘T”, “L’’, and 81 mm mortars. 

6. Route: as shown on overlay. 

7. Proceed as far as possible without firing. Work through to com- 
pany sectors and set up perimeter defense, main strength facing 
to the north. Clear to the north upon battalion order. 

8. If held up by a fire fight. Company “K” will take the left side 
of the road and Company ‘T’ will deploy to the right of road 
and continue the advance. 

9. There will be no preparatory artillery barrage for fear of alerting 
the enemy. Interdictory fire will be constantly fired on the far 
end of the bridge. (This was the bridge across the Rhine, in 
Bonn.) Such fire would tend to prevent reinforcements being 
rushed back across the river to break up the attack. 

10. Existing SOP will be used. 

11. PW’s will be held in company groups and location reported. 

12. Vehicles are released to companies. Ammunition dump at pre- 
sent CP. 

13. One meal, C ration, will be issued at breakfast. 
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Swift action, coolness, and daring extended from the top right down 
to the riflemen in the attacking platoons. This was remarkable because by 
all standards, the morale of the troops should have been low. They had 
been attacking steadily day and night for four days. Three of those days 
had been rainy. There had been almost no sleep. Men were haggard and 
unshaven. Weary eyes were sunk deep in faces that were masks of fatigue 
and strain. One platoon leader, who joined the Third Battalion at 
midnight before the attack, fresh from a ‘‘Repple Depple”, said his first 
impression was that he had joined a company of walking dead men. But 
despite fatigue and the harrowing prospects that confronted them, sudi 
was the esprit-de-corps of this famous regiment that all resistance was 
taken in stride. There was a plan to follow, a daring piece of work to be 
done, and it was done with all the elan of a rested, fresh, veteran unit. 

The early part of the Third Battalion’s attack was “K” Company’s 
attack. That company led, hence, it logically should have borne the brunt 
of any resistance. That was not the case, however. Evidently the enemy 
was so taken by surprise that “K” walked on past many positions before 
any show of force could be made. 

The company account reports: “The company had passed point 77, 
madiine gun fire came up from Point 94, and flares came up continually 
from Point 78. The machine gun fire was too high and passed over the 
company which maintained its mardi formation even though flares were 
directly overhead. The company crossed the railroad between Points 78 
and 79 and arrived at the traffic circle (a prominent reference point) 
at 0500. 

Sentries along the route — at intersections and billets, principally — 
were disarmed, usually without resistance, and marched right along in 
column. 

At 545386, two groups of German soldiers were encountered. There 
were six in each group. One group stood at “trail arms”, mouths agape 
when it dawned upon them that the Americans were in their midst, un- 
heralded by any fire fight. This group gave up immediately. The other 
failed to halt when challenged. Then occurred one of the strangest 
incidents in military annals. It was typical of this audacious attack. Pos- 
sibly it was stupidity, but more probably it was refusal to accept the 
stupefying fact that the enemy was inside their city. At any rate, the 
Germans continued on their way. Lt. R. H. Smith, platoon leader of the 
First Platoon in column, quickly decided against a fire fight lest more 
enemy be aroused, so the German squad and the American flying column 
marcJied side by side down the streets of Bonn. 

It seems impossible that after a few yards they should not have 
realized they were marching with Americans. However, after a block or 
two, one of the Germans a'sked: “What Panzer Division is this?” 
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Lt. Allen G. Spencer, Company “A*', 745th Tank Battalion, who 
was platoon leader of the medium tanks attached to “K” company believes 
that the Germans may have mistaken his lead tank for a German vehicle. 
He was at the head of the column in a new tank equipped with a 76 mm 
gun which had a muzzle brake. This gave it the appearance of the high 
velocity weapons used on all German tanks. Spencer maintains that this 
one tank got the whole column past several groups of defenders who 
might have delayed the battalion for hours in addition to inflicting severe 
casualties. 

At any rate, the two opposing forces marched side by side down 
Koln Strasse. At Rosental Strasse, the Americans turned left and the Ger- 
mans continued down Koln Strasse. 

By this time it was beginning to grow a little light A few people 
began to appear on the streets to go about their day’s business. Those 
who discovered the identity of the marching troops, became confused, 
but many others went on about their work unaware that it was not 
a friendly column working its way to safety across the Rhine. 

This situation continued into the heart of the city. Things were 
very quiet — almost too quiet, it seemed. However, a change was about 
to take place. 

Just as the Company reached its assigned sector, a short distance 
north of the bridge, Lt. R. H. Smith and Sgt. Jacks went down to the 
river’s edge. Here they could see that the bridge was still intact. This 
was at 0530. Shortly after that the calm was broken by some fast and 
furious fighting. 

Traffic began pouring in from the north — German personnel 
making its way to the bridge. At the same time, “K” Company discovered 
that there was a ring of SP guns and tanks protecting the approaches 
to the bridge. They recognized the fact that the Americans were upon 
them at the same time our infantry discovered them. 

The infantry crowded into doorways, windows, alleys, and any 
other available place that offered some protection while affording a 
field of fire down the streets. Our tanks moved to the intersection of 
Rosental and Romer where one tank faced each street, covering the 
approach of the enemy from all four directions. The assault gun was 
placed at the intersection of Rosental Strasse and Wachsbleicher. 

Within an hour’s time, one Mark VI tank, one 88 mm SP gun, 
two weasels, two trucks, three cars, and one ambulance carrying food and 
ammunition were destroyed. The assault gun proved its worth by knocking 
out the Mark VI tank, and a medium tank took care of the SP. The 
cars and weasels were full of soldiers who fired from the vehicles as 
they tried to race through the streets covered by the company. The 
traffic which had started coming from the north stopped when the 
Germans learned the Americans were in town. 
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During the first lull in the street fighting, the tank positions were 
moved a little and the anti-tank platoon went into position. A German 
tank moved on to the river end of Rosental Strasse bwit could do no 
harm with its own guns without coming into full view of ours. It 
remained there a short time and then withdrew. 

Lt. R. H. Smith led a group of five volunteers to clean out the 
buildings O'n Rosental Strasse all the way to the river. During this 
action, Sgt. Jacks was killed by machine gun fire, the only casualty 
suffered by “K” Company in the attack. 

Other companies of the battalion had more difficulty moving into 
the city. Some of the machine gun fire that had passed over "K” 
Company had been depressed to the extent where casualties could have 
been suffered in “I” Company. Some extra bit of good fortune permitted 
the organization to come through unscathed by this fire. 

However, at a crossroads cemetery, about a mile out of the city 
machine guns emplaced among the gravestones, about 75 yards off the 
road, cut the column. The three rifle platoons of ‘T” Company were 
past the point at the time the Germans opened fire. It was impossible 
to move the remainder of the company, which consisted of the mortar 
section of the weapons platoon, company headquarters, and the attached 
machine gun platoon from “M” Company. A general fire fight was not 
desirable, but at the same time further progress could not be made 
unless the enemy strong point were eliminated. A machine-gunner from 
the attached machine gun platoon solved the problem. The gunner. 
Private W. H. Paajanen, ordered the driver of this machine gun jeep 
to whip the vehicle into a side road which paralleled the cemetery. The 
driver acted as directed, slammed on the brakes, and dove for the ditch. 
The German weapons which had been firing on the main road, switched 
their fire to Paajanen, who had opened fire on them. Paajanen, firing 
what he called a “burst of boxes” continued the fire until his machine 
gun beltful of ammunition was exhausted. When he ceased firing, German 
fire had also ceased. When the company came out of the city two days 
later, six German bodies were found in the cemetery. Paajanen’s jeep 
was riddled with bullet holes, and two tires were flat, but he, himself, 
was uninjured. He calmly repaired the tires, and the jeep caught up 
with this portion of the company which moved on immediately. 

Since the rifle platoons, TD’s and anti-tank guns had continued 
their march uninterrupted, the portion that had been delayed went into 
the city with “L” Company. 

The lead portion of “I” Company made its way into the city, 
unaware for a long time that the remainder of the column was not 
following. It was very dark, and except for the too frequent flares, it 
was difficult following the road. Several times the only way of following 
the “K” Company route was by feeling for tank tracks on the dirt road. 
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About 600 yards after crossing the railroad tracks, the lead platoon 
picked up a German sentry at a gate to a camp. Later, it was learned 
that Company had picked up a German in exactly the same position, 
a few minutes earlier. This one probably was the relief for the one first 
captured. Continuing on its way, 'T” Company entered the autobahn 
traffic circle, and headed for the barracks just east of there. There 
Lt. Stockwell fired on a sedan, knocking it out, and killing its occupants. 
The men started to police prisoners out of the barracks. After collecting 
75 PW’s, Captain Karl Wolf, company commander, ordered one of the 
rear platoons to leave a squad of men to guard the prisoners, and collect 
any more who might straggle by. When the squad rejoined the company 
at 1500 hours that afternoon, they had turned 150 prisoners over to 
battalion. 

Continuing on its planned route, ‘T” Company had its first and 
only casualty of the day. A soldier stepped on a mine and was killed 
intstantly. Incidentally, this was the only mine discovered along the 
entire route. 

Since it was too dark to read a map, the route was followed entirely 
from memory. At one point. Captain Wolf went straight instead of 
following a curve, and came upon a set of trolley tracks which he had 
expected to find. However, they were the wrong tracks, a fact which 
was not discovered until another turn to the right had been made and 
the company started down the main road. When the company reached 
an overpass over the railway tracks. Captain Wolf halted the company. 
By that time it was sufficiently light to read the map. Studying the town 
plan map and aerial photos, they discovered they were in the area assigned 
to the First Battalion, which had not yet come into town. The company 
wasted little time in getting out. In order to avoid turning the column 
around, an about face was ordered, and the rear platoon became the 
lead. More and more Germans were picked up enroute, but rather than 
get into a street fight, delaying progress, riflemen fired only on those 
Germans who first opened fire on them. 

On reaching point 12, the company hurriedly went into position 
with the Second and Third Platoons on line, and the First facing to the 
rear to protect from that direction. Two TD’s were stationed with the 
Second Platoon, blocking the road leading down to point 14, which was 
the intersection of Augustus Ring and Romer Strasse. One TD went 
with the Third Platoon, and the other TD, and the assault gun went 
into position in the corner of the block at Point 12, defending the rear. 
As the TD’s went into position with the Second Platoon, both were 
fired at by a tank — the same one which later was knocked out by 
“K” Company. 

With madiine guns and BAR’s trained down all streets, the company 
began to exact a toll in casualties from the enemy. By midafternoon, one 
half track, one ambulance and two sedans were knocked out by the 
Second Platoon, and the company as a whole had killed thirty Germans. 
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The First Platoon knocked out a German “volkswagon” with two 
German officers at point 12. Both officers were killed by BAR fire. 
A half hour later, a German tank pulled into Koln Strasse, and apparently 
thinking it an American vehicle, hurriedly got off two rounds from 
its 88, decapitating the two bodies. Germans lost their heads both 
literally and figuratively all that day. 

An interesting example of the way messages can become confused 
occurred later in the morning. An ‘T” Company platoon leader lost 
a map of the town marked with reference points which are referred to 
as “measles”. Lt. William Jackson, Company Executive Officer, using 
his “300” radio, called the relay station saying, “A map with measles 
has been lost. Do something about it”. The relay station operator delivered 
the following message to battalion, “A man has the measles. What are 
you going to do about it?” 

Company “L”, the last company in column, had been held up when 
“I” Company was cut in two by the machine guns at the cemetery. From 
there it proceeded into the city to Point 1 1 where a gas station and large 
building sheltered German snipers. A light tank was called up. After 
a few rounds of 37 mm shells, the company moved in and took 29 PW‘s. 

The company then received word that Companies “I” and “K” 
were already in position. “L'* proceeded to point 12. From there, two 
platoons went into position facing north, and the third remained on 
Koln Strasse, protecting to the rear. 

Thus, by 0900 hours, the Third Battalion had reached its objective 
on the banks of the Rhine, and had set up defensive positions, occupying 
an area of a few square blocks in the very heart of the city. 

The First Battalion had a little more difficulty in its advance. To 
begin with, the town of Dransdorf had to be taken enroute to the city. 
“C** and “A** Companies led the attack, advancing along the main road 
into Bonn. Approximately 300 yards outside Dransdorf, the lead platoon 
of “C** Company ran into small arms and machine gun fire. This was 
quickly overcome, and 73 prisoners were taken. From there pn all the 
way into the city, a constant stream of prisoners pushed to the rear. 
Comparatively little artillery or mortars were used by the enemy, although 
some fire from self-propelled weapons hit the advancing troops. House 
to house fighting was necessary to clear this small town. Moving on to 
Bonn, the battalion entered a factory area southwest of the railroad 
tracks. Here, more machine gun and rifle fire held up the attack. The 
enemy, located in bunkers, were hard to dislodge. The Second Platoon 
of “C** Company eventually outflanked the positions, and 16 more 
Germans were captured. From there, the outer edge of Bonn was entered, 
with the First Platoon of “C** Company leading. 
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Travelling fast, the First Platoon of this company almost reached 
the center of town before it was again stopped by machine gun and 
2r; mm fire. Meanwhile, the Second and Third Platoons were being 
delayed further back in the vicinity of the railroad. 

About ten o’clodc the company was regrouped and began advancing 
down the streets of Bonn, guiding on Bornheimer Avenue. In the center 
of town, the enemy resistance stiffened. His defense became so stubborn 
that ‘"C’’ Company was halted for nine hours. During this time, 
however, “A” Company was driving through to the river. By 0830, squads 
were moppmg up the side streets only a couple of blocks from the river. 

“C’ Company came under heavy German artillery, mortar, and 
rocket fire from the other side of the river. Several casualties resulted 
from the barrage. Since the flanks were open, it was suicidal to advance 
down streets as a steady stream of fire came down intersecting streets. 
Some progress was made in clearing out buildings in the immediate 
neighborhood, but it was not until 2300 that night that the company 
was able to move into its objective. 

Opposition to this last advance was not great, and the area was 
secured in good order. The company CP moved into the house said to 
be the birthplace of the great composer, Beethoven. The remainder of 
the night was spent in clearing the buildings in the area. 

During the time the First Battalion was held up, the Third Battalion 
was also under the same intense shelling that caused the casualties in 
"C” Company. Without regard for the fact that the area was filled 
with thousands of German civilians, the troops across the river poured 
unceasing fire into the positions occupied by the fast-moving Americans. 

The largest rockets came in all afternoon and evening. Mortars 
fired continually, and there was considerable artillery, with not a little 
shelling from direct-fire weapons hitting the area on the river bank. 

During this time the Second Battalion had been back in the vicinity 
of Roisdorf, protecting against any threat to the regiment’s left flank. 
By mid-morning, by-passed German elements south of the highway 
traversed by the fast-flying i6th, as well as dual purpose batteries to the 
northeast, across the Bonn — Cologne autobahn, had recovered from their 
surprL*e and manned their guns. Any vehicle that showed on the Roisdorf- 
Bonn road drew everything from small arms and 20 mm f're up to the 
heaviest automatic artillery fire. 

The battalions in the city, literally, were cut off. Then, the Second 
Battalion was put to work. By mid-afternoon, these hold-out elements 
were driven from their positions by artillery fire and assault teams. By 
night, the road into the city was opened, and ammunition and food once 
again flowed in to the men in the assault companies. 
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The 1 8th Infantry, which had been assigned the southern half of 
the city as its mission had had a great deal more difficulty fighting its 
way in, and did not arrive till evening. For almost an entire day, two 
battalions of the i6th had not only penetrated, but held one of Germany’s 
prized cities. 

During that night, plans were made to hurry a force across the 
still intact bridge. Shortly before the push-off, however, the bridge was 
demolished at 2130 by the Germans, who by this act gave tacit admission 
that the city was irretrievably lost. 

The situation developed swiftly the next morning. The whole plan 
for the defense of the city had been punctured by the i6th’s swift stab 
through to the Rhine. All that remained to be done was the cleaning cut 
of scattered, last-ditch resistance. 1,700 German soldiers were taken within 
the city. As many more escaped across the river. (Intelligence, it will 
be recalled, reported 600 troops defending Bonn.) 

By mid-afternoon of March 9th, the city was declared cleared, all 
organized resistance having ceased. At 1900, the entire division was out 
of contact with the enemy: 

The 1 6th bad lost six men killed, ji wounded, and 3 missing. 

Within 72 hours of the time the division was notified of the assignment 
to take Bonn, the battle had been planned, fought, and successfully 
finished. With swift, workmanlike precision, the i6th had dared to ignore 
formidable defenses, had knifed into the city, and broken the defenders’ 
hearts. It was a job typical of the i6th, executed in perfect fashion — the 
regiment’s most successful attack on the continent. 
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CHAPTER XVI 



On the loth of Marche "Bonn securely io American hinds, the ;Fim 
and Third Battalions of the drawn out of the city to rest frotn 

their atdudns work of the jpfast two weeksi starting with the, erossing of 
the Roet fovefc. The Second Battalion moved to the vicinity of ' Waldoirf . 
where Coiiipahies “E” and took over positions of the |and tavalry, 
Sqpa.drpn,, oh .the': river. v: "^ 

The, remaW-er - of. dW regimenc/ ww^ fpc the , usuaT' rest aresi- 
occupations ~ drifkrs^nad ’prbbleihs, .hathv, and care‘ and, draining of 
dothing and equipment.," ' v7J'. 

In. t^. early morning hours of the 1.3th, 'T" and Companies 
relieved a hattklion, of the ? 5 rh Infa-myy In the town or ''ST«selihg and 
its yicinjty,' north of Bonn and on the batiks of the Rhine, 

0urihg this period the progress of the divisions at work enlarging 
the bridgehead at Rifern^cn W^ of {jrinjh: piterest tb every man in the 
rdth- Everyone knew? that sooner or filter the First 0 jvisipn. would be 
thrown, into, the struggle, . ,4>’’ 

On the t4th, the 8th Dtvriiop began to a-C(monotter for queers .and 
for the relief of areas hdd by the i6th, Laiv that afternoon^ and 
‘T’ Corrtpames came .off Jin«.fljtt«r Ju. the day* “E” M.d Comp!^ 
were relieved. The regiment settled down to a ^ipd of tikse ,-watrin‘g 
sinoe b.y thfix^time it was apparent th|tt ft would soon be statt across th* 
Rhine. Ou the ijth* Word cams- down , to the battalions that the movje 
would occur, probably, on the lyth. "Weapon? wcr$ . teH'-fired and, 
.prepamrioas .40 general were made for the crossing- ! ' 77 

On the 17A, the first BattaHob crossed Th^ Rbiftb moying; mio a 
forward assembly area in the vidiuty-" of Tliiohef, The next day, the 
reraaihde* of the combat team moved. ^T^;’ cariy in the mdmihg and 
Went i«to .assembly areas in the viiriftfty- Of' the -?ame ' and' Rhem-* 
.breitbach.’^Tli?it Eirsf and:. Third tnoved Op fi^Virne, relieving, 

elements- of . the 3.10th Infantry, 78th Division. The Third Battalion was 
entered on Itmibarii 7 w?th ’4^’ outppst 3 thousand yards>tp the'mprth.'' 
The First Battalion was east of Ifetenbach.actorii the 'Cologne— Frankfurt 
Autobahn. ',7 ■_7’. ' 
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under Sgt. Maurice Bly worked through heavily wooded terrain up a 
hill to the west of this village, taking its time, parleying with small 
groups of the enemy, fighting others and eventually taking over 40 
without the loss of a single man. 

“L” Company on the right had run into a firefight earlier in the 
morning and had several wounded and two men killed. During the 
afternoon, “I” Company moved towards Stieldorferhohn. They reached 
a ridge commanding the town from the south. One platoon started into 
the town from the west and another was mounted on the five tanks 
attached to the company for a fast dash over the ridge and into the town. 
As the tanks came over the crest of the ridgeline, 88*s opened fire with 
HE evidently designed to strip the infantry from the armor. One man 
was killed and two more wounded by this fire. The platoon leaped from 
the tanks and hurried at top speed over the open ground, reaching the 
outskirts of the town ahead of the tanks and over-running defenders who 
gave up with only a semblance of a fight so swift was the aissault. Clearing 
the town was a matter of only a half hour and ‘T” Company with one 
platoon of ‘T” which had moved in on the right was in position just 
ahead of a short barrage which hit the town. 

On the regimental right, the First Battalion had had trouble most 
of the day with scattered tanks and SP guns but had continued to move 
ahead until they were on line with the Third Battalion, taking the town 
of Oberpleis as their main objective. 

That night, a combat command of the Third Armored Division 
relieved "T” and “L” Companies which moved back to Ittenbach. The 
Second Battalion moved two companies on line between “K” Company 
which had remained in position and the First Battalion. 

On March 21st, the Second and First Battalions carried the attack 
forward as the Third, with the exception of “K’’ Company rested in 
Ittenbach. 

Resistance along the front varied from light to very stubborn with 
the majority being of the latter variety. The Germans had considerable 
artillery, tanks and SP guns which made the going difficult even when 
their infantry was of low calibre. Their foot troops varied from 
experienced soldiers to newly inducted personnel only three to five days 
out of the ranks of civilians. 

The First Battalion attacked at 0200 in the morning, intending before 
the day was over to reach the high ground in the vicinity of Wester- 
hausen, some 2500 yards to the northeast of their positions in and near 
Oberpleis. Five hours later they had cleared Wahlfeld and Pleiserhohn 
and were prepared to continue when their advance was slowed then 
halted by heavy armored concentrations along the Westerhausen-Soven 
Road. Air and artillery support worked over the armor, destroyed some 
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tanks and SP’s and the battalion moved forward again at 1630. An hour 
later the day’s objective had been taken and the attacking companies dug 
in on a line between Westerhausen and Bucholz. 

To the west, the Second Battalion had had equally difficult going. 
Their problems were much the same as the First’s. An early advance 
against moderate resistance bogged down when enemy armor made a 
dogged stand. The battalion lost its tank platoon leader, killed, and 
the platoon sergeant, wounded. The platoon came under command of one 
of the tank-commander sergeants. Three enemy tanks were disposed of 
by this platoon and others were hit or dispersed by artillery fire. 
Continuing the attack in the middle of the afternoon, the Second had 
taken Rott and Seven, which were Northwest of the First Battalion‘s 
positions, at about the same time the First reached Westerhausen and 
Nieder Bucholz. 

That night, the Third Battalion of the 1 8th- Infantry, on the i6th’s 
immediate right, was pulled out of line after a couple of strenuous day’s 
action, and “I” and “L” Companies of the i6th went in to relieve them, 
with “K” in reserve. 

The two companies were in Kurschied and a few hundred yards east 
and west of that village. Kursdiied was burning when ‘T” Company, 
which occupied the town itself, entered. It continued to burn throughout 
the night as more enemy artillery and rockets came into it. 

In the gap between the First and Second Battalions, a patrol from 
“A”* Company ran into a group of thirty or more Germans shortly after 
midnight. Mortars and artillery beat them off. The enemy threw 
considerable quantities of artillery and mortar fire in on the Third 
Battalion, with some also falling on the other two battalions during the 
night hours. 

917 prisoners had been taken by the regiment in the first two days 
of the drive to push out of the bridgehead. 

The general direction of the advance had swung around slightly 
from north to northeast. Now, fronting the regiment, at a distance of 
one to two thousand yards was a small stream. Neither deep nor wide, 
it was fordable by infantry but created enough of an obstacle to make 
a bridge necessary for vehicular crossings. 

During the night of the 2ist-22nd, patrols went down to this stream, 
or attempted to reach it. Most of them were fired upon, one from ‘T” 
Company, on the regimental right, drawing heavy automatic weapons fire, 
while another from the same company working towards the stream only 
three or four hundred yards to the left, reached it and reconnoitered for 
a crossing. 

On the 22nd, the First Battalion which had nearly reached the 
stream at Lanzenbach, cleared a few remaining buildings and set up a 
defensive position, without crossing. 
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The Second Battalion pushed out to the north and cleared the small 
town of Wippenhohn. The Third Battalion took a pounding from artillery 
and rodtet fire all day long. 

That evening, “L” Company attacked towards Kurenblack, while 
“I” Company attacked down both sides of the road leading through its 
sector down to the river. Only one platoon of “I” Company reached its 
objective that night. On the right of the road, the area was so heavily 
mined that the platoon attacking there was withdrawn. The platoon on 
the right engaged in a continuing fire-fight through woods that lasted for 
three hours. Emerging from the woods and attempting to sweep across 
a couple of hundred yards of open ground into a small group of buildings 
on the streamline, this platoon was met by heavy small arms fire 
supplemented by German bazooka fire. Withdrawing into the woods and 
pounding the enemy with the company’s mortars for an hour, the platoon, 
now reinforced by another of the same strength, pushed on into the 
buildings which had been evacuated by this time by all but a few of the 
enemy who put up no more resistance. 

“L” Company had similar difficulty, not entering Kurenblack until 
the following morning. Meanwhile, the force from “I” Company, ordered 
to send a contact patrol half way to Stocken to meet a similar patrol 
from “L”, set out after having been informed that Stocken was taken and 
proceeded all the way into Stocken, travelling parallel with and to the 
rear of what afterwards turned out to be the German defensive line. 
Expecting to find Americans in Stocken, the patrol, an officer and two 
men, hastily withdrew when challenged by German soldiers. 

There was not a great deal of action on the 23rd. All along the line, 
the 1 6th was Building up preparatory to crossing the stream and pushing 
out for the high ground a few thousand yards beyond. The enemy 
appeared to have similar ideas. A few captured Germans indicated that 
they had been reconnoitering for a stream crossing of their own which 
would permit tanks and infantry to attack in force towards the ridge 
line held by the i6th. It was a question of which force would be ready 
to strike first. The isolated portion of “I” Company was in radio contact 
with the balance of the company throughout the day and managed to 
keep the ridge in front of it plastered with cannon, mortar and artillery 
fire until dark. Movement was apparent along this ridge at all times and 
the outpost was subjected to mortar and SP gun fire all day long. Well 
dug-in, the company suffered only one or two casualties. 

Meanwhile, back along the i6th-held ridgeline, the companies in those 
positions were taking a terrific pounding from a mounting crescendo of 
rocket and artillery fire. From daylight till 1630, over 4500 hundred 
rounds fell on the regiment, with two-thirds of these being heavy rockets. 
Between 1630 and 2030 the tempo increased and as many more rounds 
fell during that four hour period as had fallen in the entire day. 
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Shortly after dark, the “F* Company outpost was attacked by a tank 
aj)d a sizeable force pf infantry. The tank crossed the brook and the 
infantry worked in to within a few yards before heavy mortar and cannon 
fire finally broke the assault. Fire was called in so close that a large 
number of mortar rounds fell in on the platoon’s own positions. It was 
more than two hours before the enemy withdrew and during the entire 
time the group defending this advanced position was under heavy small 
arms fire to which was added the hazard of friendly mortar and cannon 
fire when these supporting weapons were called in almost on top of 
the tenaciously held position. 

Towards midnight, the regiment started moving up. The little river 
was crossed in three places, one for each of the battalions. During the early 
part of the attack, gains were made consistently. “B” Company ran into a 
stiff small arms fight near Midielsohn. The company was slowed down 
for a while then continued to progress. This was about 0300 in the 
moming. About the same time, the Second Battalion began to run into 
trouble. They had knocked out one SP gun and at this time “E” company 
encountered another. Also, the town of Geisbadi was held in some strength 
and Company, while it had entered the outskirts, began to have 

difficulty. 

Some of the German liinfantry remained on the west side of the stream 
on ground which the i6th had already by-passed. When one platoon of 
Company passed through the village of Niederkumpel, a thousand 
yards back from the river, it was hit by heavy small arms and tank fire. 

The fighting was beginning to be some of the heaviest the i 6 th had 
had since Hamich. ‘T” Company crossed a bridge to take the town of 
Rottgen. ‘T” Company passed through the town and proceeded along the 
road to Kunzenhohn and Lichtenberg. 500 yards from the town, the com- 
pany was miet by heavy tank and ismall arms fire. The fighting for a few 
minutes was at extremely close range. A platoon leader killed a German, 
with his Tommy gun, so near him that the dying man fell on top of the 
lieutenant who was crouched in a ditch. 

The company was forced to withdraw a couple of hundred yards 
where it was pounded by tank and mortar fire for more than two hours 
before it was reorganized to a point where it could advance again. During 
this time, many men were wounded by tree-bursts. By the time reorgani- 
zation was completed, a platoon of medium tanks had joined the company. 
Daylight had come before the company set out to advance across four 
hundred yards of open ground. Proceeding on a line with the tanks, the 
infantry crossed the ground, suffering casualties as the enemy resisted 
bitterly from woods and a deep gully which paralleled the front. 

More than fifty prisoners were taken before “I” Company reached 
the outskirts of Kunzenhohn which was, itself, strongly held. By this time, 
the company strength was considerably depleted and ammunition almost 
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exhausted. A further advance could not be made until a re-supply of 
small arms ammunition could be effected. Before this could be done, “K” 
and “L” companies had reached the town. “L”, taking the tanks with 
them, pushed on into Lichtenberg in the face of heavy small arms fire. 
The lead American tank destroyed a German tank at close range, the 
two armored vehicles fighting it out at a distance of about a hundred 
yards. 

To the north, the First and Second Battalions were having their 
troubles. A podtet between the First and Third still contained enemy 
infantry and two or three tanks. It was disconcerting, if not demoralizing, 
to have fire come in from the rear as well as the front. The right flank 
company of the First Battalion had to work on this podcet before a 
further advance could be made. No help could come from the Third since 
it had more than its hands full with the engagement around Lichtenberg. 

In the Second Battalion area, “G” Company was facing more than it 
could handle. Advancing into the outskirts of a village, it was beaten back 
by a strong German counterattack. Losses were severe. It was more than 
two hours before an organization was made and “G’’ again pushed into 
the bitterly contested beaten little town. 

During the day, while armor and infantry counterattacks were 
forming, P-47’s, working dangerously close to the i6th’s front, hit the 
enemy before they could launch their assaults. The infantry was usually 
dispersed by these bombings and several tanks were destroyed and others 
disabled. 

Close teamwork between the First and Third Battalions saved the 
Tbird from a severe counterattack. “B” Company of the First was in 
position to see a large group of tanks and troops forming in Lirfitenberg 
preparatory to moving down on Kunzenhohn where “TV and “K’’ com- 
panies were holding. “B” adjusted heavy fire on the enemy, breaking the 
formations before they could start an attack. 

At 0940, “G” Company in Geisbach was getting another heavy 
counterattadc with armor and infantry pouring in a heavy volume of fire 
as they advanced. The company was calling for medical attention, infantry 
support and bazookas, grenades and small arms ammunition. 

At 1100, 5 tanks came down on “C” company, moving up to within 
one hundred yards before our artillery beat them off. Lt. Col- Driscoll 
was dubious about holding them off if they came in again. 

At 1130, S-3 was calling for three air missions to hit 10 tanks in 
one place, 6 in another, and two dozen armored vehicles, mostly tanks, 
in another. 

10 tanks remained in the town of Geisbach, for which “G” Company 
had been grimly fighting from before daylight until early afternoon. The 
Field Artillery Observer with the company called artillery fire in on his 
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It was two and a half hours later before the advance could start. 
Half way to Bierth, at a road junction, small arms and tank fire tempo- 
rarily halted the attackers. Clearing the area they moved ahead to within 
300 yards of another road junction where their tanks blazed away for 
several minutes at several machine guns forming a last line of protection 
around the small town. The tiny village was entered eventually and a 
defense was begun. Before any degree of organization could be effected, 
an enemy armored column, apparently believing the place still in their 
hands, paraded through the town so fast that no fire was brought on it. 
This force set up on the west side of the village in some woods, where 
an hour later, as ‘T” Company came up the road to assist “L” in a 
further advance on Bierth, the armor surprised them and cut down a 
considerable number, killing two and wounding a dozen more before the 
company withdrew to Lichtenberg, near whose outskirts they were when 
the tank fire, supplemented by machine gun and 20 mm fire from half- 
tracks hit the Americans. 

Some time later, the column, apparently suspecting that it was in 
American-held territory withdrew through the village where “L” Com- 
pany and attadied tanks and TD’s were waiting for it. A short, fierce 
battle at incredibly close ranges ensued. Lt. Spencer, tank platoon leader, 
held his fire until the lead tank, a Mark VI was 20 yards away. His first 
round went through the enemy’s turret. At that point, all the other tanks, 
TD’s, anti-tank guns and bazookas in the village opened up on the 
marauders. Three enemy tanks, an SP and a half-track were destroyed 
and most of their personnel killed. One of the defenders’ TD’s was 
destroyed and the other disabled. 

American losses in armor had been heavy during the preceding twenty 
four hours. The Third Battalion had lost all its TD’s and all but two 
tanks for the heaviest losses. The First and Second Battalions had lost 
almost as much. 

However, there were indications that enemy resistance might be 
weakening. The i6th now held the dominating terrain features and attack 
after attack by the Germans was being driven back. Groups of 25 to 
100 Germans hit the First Battalion time and again during the night but 
none of them penetrated the hard-won positions. 

The 25 th was taken up with more thrusts at the Germans by the 
First and Third Battalions. The Second was in the process of holding and 
improving its positions up near the Sieg River until it could be relieved 
by a battalion of the 78th Division and go into reserve to support 
a further advance to the northeast by the Third Battalion. 

The First Battalion worked up to within a few hundred yards of 
the Sieg River while late in the afternoon, the Third finally took Bierth 
against rather light resistance. That night, ‘T” Company, reinforced with 
a platoon of light and a platoon of medium tanks moved 2500 yards 
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northeast to Suchtersdiicd whidi was taken after a short sharp fight with 
infantry and tanks. One enemy tank, damaged, managed to withdraw 
from the town but later burned. 

The nth Panzer Division which had been in the area and which had 
been furnishing much of the armor which had been causing a great deal 
of the trouble had pulled out in advance of the i 6 th’s attack. 

Two days of preparation and two more days of relentless pressure, 
of advancing in the face of the heaviest resistance and holding against the 
fiercest counterattacks had finally broken the German hold and driven 
him north of the Sieg River. It had been a bitter fight. In fact newspaper 
correspondents reported the i 6 th as having experienced the heaviest fight- 
ing on the Western front during the four or five day period. Almost 2000 
prisoners were taken during the same period. 

During the same time, the Third Armored Division was hammering its 
way towards a breakthrough a little farther south. This virtually ended 
the Battle of the Remagen Bridgehead. What was brewing now was 
something bigger. It was no longer a struggle for a foothold but an effort 
for a stranglehold. It was the beginning of the formation of the Ruhr 
pocket. 
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CHAPTER XVII 



Now there began the process of clearing the flanks of the Third 
Armored Division as it pressed to the east. Working on the left of the 
armor, the i6th worked generally north from the path cleared by the 
Third Armored. This movement would continue for a day or two then 
the regiment would jump to the east and again clear to the north. 

On March 27th, the First and Second Battalions moved ten thousand 
yards east and pushed farther east and north through the towns of Maren- 
bach, Rimbadi, Olsen, Werkhausen, Kuchhausen and several other smaller 
villages. Resistance was spotty. Sometimes there was none at all. At others 
there was continuous small arms fire and occasionally mortars would 
slow the advance. 

On the 28th, the Third Battalion carried the ball, allthough the First 
and Second cleared more ground. The Second ascertained through recon- 
naissance that nearly all its area was unoccoupied, while the First had to 
fight for Koppingen. 

Late at night, the Third Battalion moved out northeast towards the 
Sieg river with the town of Flamm as the main objective. Moving in 
column, the battalion proceeded several thousand yards, picking up a few 
prisoners enroute and passing through Pradit before being held up at the 
outskirts of Hamm. Stopped all night long, the battalion did not take 
Hamm until the next morning when “F’ Company went around to the 
south and east and took it from the right rear, with little resistance. 

A powder plant on the outskirts of Hamm contained 70,000 pounds 
of black powder. Mortar fire, thrown by the ‘*'M” Company mortars fell 
near the plant, but fortunately did not hit it. 

Shortly after midnight on the night of March 29 — 30, Company 

entered the town of Dillbredit which was under the fire of artillery from 
the 104th Division. The company had been in the town more than half 
an hour before this fire could be called off. Half the town was clear 
before 20 mm fire from half-tracks whidi had been reported previously 
by a PW slowed the work. One man was killed, but tanks were brought 
up and with the infantry clearing from house to house under cover of 
machine gun fire, the enemy vehicles were slowly driven out of the town. 
The rest of the night was a succession of patrols to the next town on the 
list followed by movement of the company, another patrol and another 
move until by morning, Steinbach had been added by ‘‘K” Company, 
and Fellerdilln and Offdilln had been taken by “F*. 
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In the morning, “I” Company set out for Irmgarteidien and “L’’ 
for Haindiem, the day’s final objectives. “I” Company took its town 
early in the afternoon. Situated on high ground, the company’s madiine 
guns were able to assist “L” Company’s seizure of Haindiem by knocking 
out the crews on a 20 mm gun and some machine guns to the rear of 
Haindiem and about 800 yards to the right of “I”. 

The Second Battalion was also making progress during the night, 
working north through Wilgersdorf under small arms fire and then 
proceeding to Rudersdorf where an enemy strongpoint delayed them for 
several hours before it was reduced and the town taken. 

On the 31st, the entire regimental combat team made a long jump of 
more than 100 miles to Buren where it went into position to seal the Ruhr 
pocket whidi had just been formed by a junction of the First and Ninth 
Armies. The Third Armored had smashed its way through on an extremely 
narrow front and the i6th was rushed up to Buren near the point of the 
two armies’ meeting to prevent a break-out of enemy troops trapped in 
che pocket. This was the great trap whidi early estimates supposed con- 
tained 30 — 50,000 Germans but from whidi more than 300,000 eventually 
were taken. 

On the I St of April, the Second Battalion was rushed to Geseke 
where a breakout threatened. 

Patrols were fanned out to all surrounding towns around Buren. A 
Third Battalion patrol met heavy small arms fire near Hennere. How- 
ever, in general, the sector was quiet. For two or three days, the regiment 
pushed into all the small towns around Buren, none of whidi had been 
entered previously by American troops. Among the material captured 
were 40 — 50 airplanes, an ammunition dump, and several anti-aircraft 
gun,s. A vital aircraft repair parts plant was also added to the prize list. 

About a week in this vicinity gave the regiment some needed rest and 
a period of relaxation from daily combat. Meanwhile, the Third Armored 
Division had been continuing its pile-driving advance to the east and was 
nearing the Weser River, fifty miles beyond Buren. Bridges across the 
river had been demolished. Infantry was needed to make an assault cross- 
ing and secure a bridgehead for the armor. The First Division drew the 
job and on April 6, the regiment moved to a forward assembly area in 
the vicinity of Brakel. 

On the 7th, extensive reconnaissance was carried on along the river 
to locate sites for assault boat crossings. 

What could have been a very bloody and difficult crossing turned out 
to be unexpectedly easy. An easily defended river line, the Weser was 
covered only by light enemy forces. The First and Second Battalions ran 
into light opposition consisting of 16 — 18 year old SS troops and several 
machine gun strongpoints. All of these were liquidated with only a small 
number of Americans wounded as the price of the liquidation. The Third 
Battalion crossed without opposition in its sector. 
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Two enemy half tracks worked around to the rear of “A” Company 
in the early hours of darkness but were soon captured intact. 

Swiftness of the river’s current tore out the footbridge in the Third 
Battalion area time and again. Although most of the battalion had been 
intended to cross on the bridge, most of it crossed by boat. 

A treadway bridge whidi was being installed was not ready by next 
morning, although it had been promised for shortly after midnight. The 
assault companies were on the far shore without armor all night. 

In the morning when the attack was renewed it went ahead still 
without armor. However, the three battalions advanced with practically 
no opposition. The Second Battalion ran into numerous road blocks in 
their area but most of them were completely undefended. 

The Third Battalion had only a minor skirmish in getting on its 
objectives while the First had as easy a time as the other two units. 

Late in the afternoon, plans began to emerge for assignment of the 
Third Battalion to the 4th Cavalry Group for an undisclosed mission 
to the east. 

For several days they operated entirely with the 4th Cavalry hence, 
• heir story differs during that period from that of the riest of the 
regiment. Moving swiftly with the cavalry, the Third, with ‘T” and “L” 
Companies in the lead, “K” Company in reserve, drove through town 
after town straight into the foothills of the Harz Mountains many miles 
east of the Weser River. Resistance was spotty, some road blocks being 
defended vigorously, while at other times no opposition developed. 

A few casualties were incurred, a few men died, but the team drove 
swiftly ahead, through Einbeck, Ondershausen, Osterode and Sulzhausen. 
However, the arrangement was never satisfactory, weakening, as it did, 
the 1 6th by one-third. The Third Battalion also found it difficult to work 
with the cavalry group since the cavalry leaders found it difficult to 
understand the problems and tactics of the infantry. 

The other two battalions remained in division reserve until the 13th, 
following up the First Division advance of the i8th and 26th Infantry. 
These units were spearheading through enemy territory with flanks more 
or less open. The result was that the i6th, in division reserve, occasionally 
found enemy to its rear. However, the casualties during this period were 
confined to two killed and several injured when a Military Government 
truck overturned. 

On the 1 2th, the two battalions passed through elements of the 
104th Division and continued the attack to the east. This was the first 
day in the Harz Mountains themselves for this part of the regiment. 

The Harz Mountain campaign, while short, was a tough grind for 
the infantry. Some days the going was so hard over rough, mountainous 
terrain that 500 yards an hour was the limit for foot troops even when 
unopposed. 
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Meanwhile the Second Battalion was working to the north trying 
for Lonau. Progress was slow. There were many road blocks coverecl by 
infantry with tank support and the automatic small arms fire from these 
forces was at times intense. 

Col. Gibb was asking to have his Third Battalion returned to the 
regiment. This request was refused but the colonel’s recommendation that 
the Third move from Ellrich to Benneckenstein, or its vicinity, was 
followed. 

Late in the afternoon of the 13 th, the Second Battalion reached Lonau 
and set about clearing it. Operating as the battalion did, with numerous 
spearheads having little contact with each other, many times the enemy 
remained behind the advancing troops in small pockets. There was 
considerable confusion and frequently rear echelon troops would take 
wrong roads, in attempting to contact forward elements, with disastrous 
results. Numerous American vehicles were knocked out and personnel 
killed or captured. 

During this campaign Capt. Golden of Cannon Company was killed 
in an ambush while travelling along a road which had previously been 
traversed by a rifle company. 

It was on the 13th that the Third Battalion, with “I” and '‘K” 
companies working abreast along the road, set out from Ellrich for the 
vicinity of Benneckenstein. The actual attadc jumped off from Sulzhayn, 
about three miles north of Ellrich. 500 yards out of Sulzhayn the two 
companies encountered a strong point consisting of numerous automatic 
weapons and an anti-tank gun. They were held up for about two hours 
during which several men were killed and one tank attached from the 
24th Cavalry Squadron was knocked out. Working ahead another thousand 
yards, the force was again held up by machine gun fire and a long road- 
block. The companies dug in for the night with their flanks extending up 
the steep slopes of mountains on either side of the road. 

The First Battalion was pressing towards the town of Siebert. The 
going here was hard, also. Tanks, infantry and road blocks made passage 
along the road network dangerous and slow. Companies on the flanks, in 
the woods away from the road, could travel ais fast as they could walk. 
However, they faced the necessity of maintaining contact with the troops 
clearing along the road which held up the entire battalion. 

At 1830, all companies, in the First, were receiving fire all along the 
line. A bazooka team accounted for one Mark VI tank. Lt. Col. Driscoll 
thought it would be possible to work into the town that night. However, 
Col. Gibb ordered the battalion to ‘'button up” for the night and send out 
patrols with bazookas to work on the remaining tanks. 

All battalions had had between fifteen and twenty casualties each 
during the day. They had taken a total of 190 prisoners. 
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An hour later three SP guns came rolling down the road, apparently 
unaware of the presence of American troops. 

Prior to this, the attached tank platoon had passed the road blodc 
whidi had been holding it up and caught up with the assault companies. 
With infantrymen operating the 50 calibre madiine guns on two tanks, the 
crews of the 20 and 105 mm guns had destroyed their guns and fled. It 
was shortly after this that the enemy infantry appeared, and an hour later 
the three SP guns. One SP was knocked out with a bazooka by Staff 
Sgt. Carmen Turchiarelli, who as a private at Hamich, had accounted for 
two Mark VI tanks with the same weapon. 

A few minutes later, another SP destroyed one of the American tanks. 
A stand-off of several hours ensued and it was not until late afternoon 
that the attack got underway again. “K” Company, on the left of the 
road faced only infantry and one SP. “I” Company on its side of the 
road encountered infantry and more anti-tank weapons. Two of that 
company’s tanks were lost during the afternoon. 

Finally, just before dark, the two companies reached the edge of 
woods about 500 yards from Hohegeiss. With their accompanying tanks 
laying down a heavy volume of madiine gun and HE overhead fire, “K” 
swept into the town from the south and ‘T” from the east. Several 
buildings in the town were burning and most of the enemy had fled, only 
a few remaining to contest possession of the damaged little town. As the 
troops swept into town, enemy light artillery blasted building after 
building as “K” Company men entered them. However, through some 
accident of fate, no casualties were incurred. 

Bade in the area where the First and Second Battalions were fighting, 
the going was equally difficult. The First Battalion ran into enemy fire 
soon after moving out. The Second encountered less resistance. 

Tanks and infantry again consituted the chief defensive forces of the 
enemy. Several Mark VI tanks and a number of heavy calibre SP’s put 
up strong resistance, although it appeared after a while that the German 
tankers were drunk. They fired into the ground, into the air, at a ridge 
line on which there were no Americans and wound up throwing bottles. 

Late in the afternoon, the attadc had carried to within several hundred 
yards of St. Andreasberg. The battalions were on high ground with 
excellent observation into the town which was being hit by artillery fire. 
Roads leading out of the town to the rear were full of the enemy. It 
appeared at 1900 hours that their forces were pulling out leaving only 
a small force to delay the i6th. 

The resistance in front of the First Battalion was decreasing. This 
was in part due to the heavy haul of prisoners during the afternoon, more 
than 150 having been netted. The Second was still facing a stiff fight. 
Several Americans who had been captured in the weird fighting of the 
past few days were being retaken at various points during this period. 
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The First Battalion took over Second Battalion positions in St. An- 
dreasberg while the Second worked down towards Hohegeiss from the 
northwest. The same type of resistance which had been encountured 
throughout this period slowed the battalion’s advance. However, at 1600 
the assault companies had secured two important crossroads and were 
continuing to advance. 

That evening, the Third Battalion ,moved north to Sorg a village 
which was the center of a road net. The move was unopposed, although 
as the head of the battalion column reached the outskirts of Sorg, a large 
enemy armored force rumbled through the town at right angles to the 
path of the i6th unit’s advance. After entering the town, a German SP 
put in an appearance and sat in the middle of three companies, whidi had 
established a perimeter defense until a round from a bazooka damaged it. 
At that time it started to retreat but soon caught fire and burned. 

While the First Battalion was moving into an assembly area in the 
vicinity of Benneckenstein and the Second Battalion remained in position 
to defend to the north, Companies “K” and “L” moved in to take Tanne. 

cleared the southwest portion of town in short order, killing a few 
Germans and driving an SP out of town. ‘T” company met stiffer resis- 
tance, suffering a few casualties. Late in the afternoon, an AT platoon 
jeep, on reconnaissance, was madiine-gunned by SS troops who killed 
two men and wounded the platoon leader and two others severely. 

On the 1 8th, all battalions resumed their push. Again the fighting 
was varied, ranging from weak resistance to fanatical defense of favorable 
positions. 

“B” Company of the First Battalion ran into resistance early. Its 
commanding officer, Lt. Lawrence Strickland was killed. Under its exe- 
cutive officer, Lt. Hanna, it resumed the attack. Working in conjunction 
with “C” Company an advance was made to another enemy strongpoint 
from whidi poured heavy machine gun, rifle and bazooka fire. Tanks were 
called up and fired several rounds of canister at point blank range into 
the woods, the 50 and 30 calibre madiine guns on the tanks riddled the 
woods, and an attadied platoon of “D” Company’s madiine guns added 
to the hail of fire poured into the position. 

However, the enemy fire continued without sladcening and bazooka 
fire forced the tanks bade. A flank attack by “C” Company under cover 
of heavy tank and machine gun fire finally forced the position and the 
advance continued. Throughout the day two squadrons of P-47*s gave 
very close support to the attack by this battalion and when the approaches 
to the town of Rubeland were readied, the planes strafed dangerously close 
to the front of the advancing troops. Rubeland sat in a bowl surrounded 
by high cliffs. Madiine guns set on these cliffs, tanks firing as they came 
down the road, and the infantry pouring a stream of small arms fire into 
the town, and the whole ground force aided by the strafing P-4/’s 
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concentrated such a volume of fire on the town that it was taken with 
little resistance. Prisoners said that in five years of battle they had never 
comie under such intense and deadly fire. Hundreds of prisoners had been 
bagged by the battalion during the day. 

The Second Battalion was also collecting a large number of PW’s as 
it advanced from the vicinity of Hohegeiss, eastward to Konigshutte. Stiff 
fighting occurred at several points. The original plan had called for the 
battalion to reach Konigshutte about noon. Actually, the Second was 
unable to push through to that point until 2000 hours in the evening. In 
the meantime, Companies “I” and “K** of the Third Battalion, driving 
north from Tanne had taken the town in the late afternoon. The Third^s 
advance had been opposed by remnants of several units. Some Panzer 
people, a few SS and a large number of men from assorted units fought 
fiercely at some points and poorly at others. 

The day’s take of prisoners totalled 1911. 

A few days before, Capts. Clark and Wilder and their driver, on 
reconnaissance, had taken a wrong turn and had not been seen again. 
Among the prisoners taken on the i8th was one from a German corps 
who assured his captors that he had talked to both officers and that they 
were uninjured. 

The enemy resistance was breaking everywhere. Their state of dis- 
organization was increasing to the point where units were no longer 
recognizable as such. 

On the morning of the 19th, “I” and “L” Companies attached towards 
Elbingerode. The approaches to the town were undefended and the two 
companies worked into the town meeting some small arms and 20 and 
37 mm automatic fire. 100 PW’s were taken in short order and the com- 
panies were firmly established by 0900. “K” company worked towards 
the town after daylight advancing north along the main road from Ko- 
nigshutte. Enroute, the company picked up nearly 200 prisoners all of 
whom surrendered without a show of resistance. More and more prisoners 
were taken from the outlying parts of the town by the three companies. 
By nightfall the battalion total was slightly over 1000 for the day. 

The First Battalion finished clearing Rubeland and attacked towards 
Huttenrode, 500 yards to the east. The attacking companies met small 
arms fire along the entire route, being held up by this fire at several 
points but continuing to advance until nigthfall when the town was 
entered and cleared. Friendly artillery fire hit the battalion at one point, 
inflicting about 15 casualties. Prisoners were taken by the hundreds. 

The Second Battalion moved into Rothehutte during the night. After 
daybreak, “F” Company remained to defend the area and Companies “G” 
and “E” were moved to Rubeland after the First Battalion attacked 
towards Huttenrode. 
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During the day the i6th took 2483 prisoners, a total of 4500 for the 
two days past. 

The next several days were spent in mopping up the woods in the 
vicinities of the towns occupied by elements of the regiment. Practically 
no resistance was met during these operations. One of the few exceptions 
occurred when an ‘T” Company platoon ran into machine gun fire which 
cut down five men. Two of these, the Platoon Sergeant and another man 
were very severely wounded. 

The take of prisoners on the 20th totalled 924. On the 21st the haul 
dropped off to 424. On that day the i6th made contact at several points 
with the Eighth Armored Division of the Ninth Army which had driven 
into the mountains from the northwest. 

A frurther drop to 181 prisoners occurred on the 22nd. A few more 
were picked up during the next several days as the i6th shared the area 
with the Eighth Armored whidi eventually took responsibility for the 
towns occupied by the battalions of the i6th. 

On the 23rd and 24th, the regiment moved over 120 miles west and 
south to the vicinity of Marburg where a period of rest and rehabilitation 
ensued. It appeared that this occupation would last indefinitely. However, 
in a few days another move occured. 

On April 27, the i6th made one of its longest moves of the European 
campaign when it went far to the east, by-passed recently captured 
Leipzig and then turned south towards Selb a Bavarian border town which 
was only a short distance from the point at whidi Czecho-Slovakia juts 
farthest west into Germany. 

On the 28th, with the Third Battalion moving into Selb as the reserve 
for the regiment, the First and Second Battalions moved up on line. The 
Second was entirely within Czecho-Slovakia while part of the first was 
in that country with the remainder just over the border in Bavaria. 

The action for the next 8 to 10 days was mainly defensive. Patrols 
went out to villages to the front of the positions and a few prisoners 
were taken every day. Enemy occupied villages were hit frequently and 
hard by artillery and occasional prisoners drifted in from the damaged 
towns. 

One First Battalion patrol of ii men went into one small town and 
disappeared. A day later xmc man returned to his company but the re- 
mainder of the patrol continued to be missing. A truck hauling water to the 
Second Battalion took a wrong turn, ran towards the German lines and 
was not seen again. While there was little activity, what there was was 
of a weird nature. It seemed unlikely that the war could last much longer 
but civilian and PW reports continued to indicate a large number of 
Germans were remaining in Czedio-Slovakia and that they still had 
considerable equipment, including armor. 
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Berlin fell, and still the regiment held to its positions. The Russians 
were driving west, the Americans east. More and more of Czedio-Slovakia 
was falling to Allied arms. There were a few instances of sabotage. A 
couple of Hitler’s “Werewolf” youths were apprehended. German armies 
in Denmark, Holland and the north surrendered. Still the Germans in 
Czedio-Slovakia held out. Finally, on May 5 th, orders came to advance 
eastwards. If the Germans wouldn’t give up, they would be compelled 
to fight. 

The Third Battalion moved from Selb to Eger (Cheb), in Czedio- 
Slovakia to take over the right flank of the regiment. 

The push had been intended to start during the afternoon of the 5 th. 
However, at 1345 hours, the order came to hold up and start the attack 
the next morning. 

On a wet, misty morning, the last day of fighting for the i6th in this 
war began. 

The First Battalion moved out, took a series of small villages with 
little or no resistance, collected a few prisoners and continued to work 
east until about noon when it encountered furious resistance near a small 
town. More than 20 casualties were incurred by “B” Company. One 
officer and three men were killed in this fire fight. The enemy at this 
point resisted savagely, held their ground tenaciously and surrendered 
only when their ammunition was exhausted. It was determined, after 
prisoners had been taken that the force was composed mainly of marines 
from the battleship “Admiral Sdieer.” 

The Second Battalion was finding the going rough in spots, also, 
although their casualties were lighter. However, one man was killed and 
seven wounded in that unit. 

To the south, the Third Battalion was advancing with no resistance, 
taking a few prisoners from each small town until Kulsam was readied. 
Here the enemy put up a fight for a bridge which had not been destroyed. 
A quid^ advance by “K” Company in the face of madiine gun fire seized 
the bridge and wires to demolitions charges were cut before the bridge 
could be destroyed. 

When the bridge had been taken, the Ninth Armored Division sent 
its Combat Comand A across the river and driving towards Falkenau 
(Falknow). 

The ultimate objective in this drive was to have been Karlsbad 
(Karlovy Vary) and division had optimistically expected the i6th to 
reach Falkenau by night of the 6th. This was some thirty kilometers from 
Eger, a stiff walk had there been no fighting. However, the enemy did 
resist. Beyond Kulsam, his anti-tank guns knocked out four tanks of the 
armored column before they in turn were destroyed. By nightfall, despite 
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all' fbrwiard wovemcaj-. Take k>cal .sec.urityyi^asd oeitess^yi: .FuFt^^ 
instriictiqnf % 



Bn0. 06h^/O4diF§e A. TToy^dr, Assfsrahf CqlibT^idndiitg Genef»l;^^^R 
fprffl'et l^h GP-.y 0 Od ihierprpter Cppf CoFf OelFfii. took Ofl ns Jdi; Gen. fr/ht 
SiBhidte,,'edh^F»<adder' trf German forc^ hear Bjhogen, Cxeehdsfovpkia.V^t^ 
surrender of oil JF<kjrs, and eahipmeht under Ws: tomf«dhd^ 7; . j?4S. 
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A crpyd :0f gathers iof a crpssroa<j to 

b^;%fven pripfeed^ furfher CPh- 

f-Msiofi ^ raods ih ; ttJth ihlgptir'y sector.; 
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Getmon WAG’s 
ore addressed by 
fbetr ; officer offer 
arrivol of osseioW 
area 



yftdet 
Ihfartfry ‘Oonfral fii 
Csecho-Slovokia. 
May 10* 1945. == 



Tfic Thiyd iore- Palkeniiu ' ^cb. 

T/iC 'W bordes cd Cerraabi .who escape the 

and surreodfec to the Afncricahs bcgakClb ;>tr«st« . through on 

, ifii* roads •|/ofn' I^vlsbfui • •' 

Ail day they .came, l!h’e roads were jahimed with their yehiGles 
. Thousands of soldiers laid, SJTOS and '.foeekl>’- \Siubniitted to 

■ c»iifihemenf ut coheentratfbri .Their wiVej^^,^d,dbiW 
ri.,.-. ' rnarty of them, cojitituung.a proWeot ibt the eonquefing a6th. ■ - 

The movement coitcuiued for two "or three days. H^tdJuig of the 
- ■■ , ^ * . myriad;^ of beaten wethy ; wasv^vmormfnenml as' a 

regiipetir. More thw pa^ssed tht'Bhgh the hanqs 6 

_ T ’ this period. , ' \ ^ -y[ 

/ 7T . i . ^,Once most of . thc^ were taken., there remairied. , 

•■ ;>7' : ■7'.' caliecting - displaced AllXed prisoner?; workthgTodfir • 

''.'r"-' .'4grecmehti' with' die Rwi^juisrop the handling of pcisOqers and dbplavSd 

• • ' 2^sr ' 



Go gle 




personSf policing thle fcoiiriw^^^ Qtder out of thfc 

AiOi eadsed by ri3tion^'i'.utt<r, JiatniHating; dfcfeai, ' . 

Tfw jSA 'temaisled in eastiy-n CKcdjdrSidvdkni ^ 
from 'flger- ^ iCarisbad for a montb,- - 

On June, fegrment- iihQVcd. .? Kundred niitci : "Wcic, back iotd 
0efmany./Thfc t^imeoial' CP %:as set Op id Moiberg;, the 'Second Bat* 
talion resfUitded, 4»; th« sAmfe tdyrn and the other badahdns .jppK 
;sujewundihg t£^iiai% ,tq the notth, south and w^r. ' , ' /]-:■. 



Rp^iem prisoner of war covets, ernociqted body o{ ftomradOj 
who has iwst died Of tdberCdiosjs af Pdikeno^^ 

Gerenon Hospital Cahip in folljenau, CyechbsloyaKia. t h 
' yvoj token over by the Thhd 7, 1945, 



■mm 
















<3ermp'n preroneR w Had moved ecross 1hd suff'ender 
he^ Slbpgeo^ :Cip«^*-'S!oyaWc)i> uobod thetf yebl<fe!»^^;p oB 
weppiQiSs prior . to raoVtnb into tbe l<5tH ’i t^risOdef assembly 

. r-'-y-'- <‘^='’orea. May S/ 1945<.' ' 



Sdrne of the 45*000 surrendered to fhe 

''16th Infant^; ot the end of hbstifittes 

■;-a'V-';-v/v^vv^5ii;.-X: .May ?i,;l!?45..' ■ ■' • ; 
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prisoner, who, wos beoien 
on'd MOj’ved by, Cermopi^ white 
. stqve worker; oo o Gerrnon farm, 
is shoWh 1^. a .hosplfoj under 16rh 
control, in fotlcerrau, Czecho- 
Stovakia. 



It y/ffs ,hfcie tJiat/, the; Unit - let-rfcd ijow work (rf Occup^tipnv.^ .. .^ 

/fhefe !wixc PW:^ tQ-.be,;ga2rd<ci, td. be pa trait ed, cities' ca' ; 

lie pplicedr Torr .the oriits apt aciiytd^ engaged. <n.^ Work at all • '. ' 

times, there were -traiiimg. s<bcd«^^ otgaairadoh, has. iettled dovii ■ 

For stay: in Germany. , Hundreds pF. the old rtien tyavc gone home. y.. \ 

but the spfrit of the. rfiib rcm^rts’ uhdiati^'ed. It had V job to 'd^nti battle ; . 
and it did superbly^ It has a ,job\ to dp hoiw that peace hav come and- i . 
all '.signs paint to. a pferformattce epuaUy as satisfactory 'i* !' 




AWARDS AND DECORATIONS 


The nation’s highest award for 


valor, the Congressional 


Medal of Honor, has gone to four 


men from the 16th Infantry 


during World War II. Three of those men died in the action 


for which the award was made. 


1 

1 


CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR. 


Pvt. Robert T. Henry (Posthumous) 


Company "B" 


T/Sgt. Jake W. Lindsey 


Company "C" 


2nd Lt. Jimmie W. Monteith, Jr. 




(Posthumous) 


Company "L" 


T/5 John j. Pinder, Jr. (Posthumous) 


Hq. Company 


DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. 


Eighty-Seven members of the 


16th Infantry have been 


awarded the Distinguished Service 


Cross. Three of those men 


have added the Oak Leaf Cluster to the original award. 


Pfc. John W. Adams (Posthumous) 


Company "H" 


Capt. Paul Altomerianos 




(Posthumous) 


S-1, 3rd Bn. 


T/4 Stanley P. Appleby 


Medical Detachment 


Capt. John R. Armellino 


C. O. Company "L" 


T/Sgt. William R. Benn, Jr. 


Company 'W' 


Pfc. Henry Berkowitz 


Cannon Company 


Capt. Joseph F. Berry (Posthumous) 


Company "B" 


2nd Lt. Kenneth Bleau 


Company "G" 


Capt. Everett L. Booth 


C. O. Company "K" 


Pfc. George H. Bowen 


Medical Detachment 


Capt. Victor H. Briggs 


C. O. Company "C" 


Capt. Victor P. Brosokas 


S-2, Rgt. 


Sgt. Arthur B. Buschlen (Posthumous) 


2nd Bn. Hq. Company 


Pfc. Peter Cavaliere 


Company "H" 


S/Sgt. Philipp C. Clark 


2nd Bn. Hq. Company 


1st Lt. Otto W. Clemens 


Company "E" 


Pfc. James Collins 


Company "F" 
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S/Sgh Curtis Colwell 


Company "E" 


Copt. Robert R. Cutler 


C. 0 . Company "L" 


Pvf. Marc C. Dauber (Posthumous) 


Company "L" 


Copt. Joseph T. Dawson 


C. 0 . Company "G" 


S/Sgt. Richard E. Deland 


Company "L" 


Lt. Col. Charles J. Denholm 


C. b. First Bn. 


Maj. Bryce E. Denno 


Exec. Officer 2nd Bn. 


1st Lt. William T. Dillon 


Company "A" 


Maj. Edmund F. Driscoll 


C. 0 . 1st Bn. 


Pfc. Albert J. Dugas 


Company "1" 


T/Sgt. Calvin L. Ellis 


Company "E" 


Capt. John G. W. Finke 


C. 0 . Company "F" 


1/Sgt. Lawrence J. Fitzsimmons 


Company "E" 


CpI. Gibson Fryer 


Hq. Company 


Pfc. Richard J. Gallagher 


Company "E" 


1st Lt. Carl K. Giles, Jr. 


Company "K" 


Pfc. John V. Griffin 


Company "L" 


Pfc. Stanley Grzesik 


Company "B" 


1st Lt. Richard L. Harris 


Company "D" 


2nd Lt. Richard A. Hebenstreit, Jr. 

(Posthumous) 


Company "1" 


Lt. Col. Herbert C. Hicks, Jr. 


C. Q.~.2nd Bn. 


S/Sgt. Robert D. Hopes (Posthumous) 


Company "H" 


D. Col. Charles T. Horner, Jr, 


C, P...-2id.-Rn. 


1st Lt. William N. Jackson 


Company "1" 


1st Lt. Kenneth L. Johnson 


Company "F" 


S/Sgt. Aaron B. Jones 


Company "L". 


Sgt.Xarl Kaczmarek 


Company "G" 


1st. Lt. Stanley A. Karas 


Company "G" 


1st Lt. Robert J. Kemp 


Company "1" 


1st Lt. John Lycos 


C. 0 . Company "C" 


S/Sgt. Paul F. Mansfield 


Company "L" 


Sgt. John R. Mantville (Posthumous) 


Company "1" 


Lt. Col. John Matthews 


Exec. Officer 


S/Sgt. Frank Motwizyck (Posthumous) 


Company "D" 


Pfc. Samuel J. Mazotti ~~ 


Company "M" 


Pvt. Max E. McCarthy 


2nd Bn. Hq. Company 


2nd Lt. Atwood M. McElyea 


Company "A" 


Capt. Thomas N. Merendino 


C. 0 . Company "B" 


1st Lt. David E. Milotta 


S-2, 1st Bn. 


CpI. Stephen J. Mulhall (Posthumous) 


Company "M" 
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Pfc. Albert 1. Nendza 


Company "1" 


Sgt. Alfred B. Nietzel (Posthumous) 


Company "H" 


Copt. Thomas F. O’Brien (With 

Cluster — Posthumous) 


Cannon Company 


Pvt. Joseph Occhino 


Company 


Copt. James L. Pence 


C. O. Company "A" 


Sgt. Kenneth F. Peterson 


Company "E" 


Pfc. Victor E. Peterson (Posthumous) 


Hq. Company 


S;Sgt. Joseph W. Pilck 


Company "G" 


Copt. Kimball R. Richmond 


C. O. Company "1" 


S/Sgt. Paul W. Robey, Jr. 


Company "K" 


1st Lt. James L Robinson 

(Posthumous) 


Company "K" 


Pfc. Sanford Rosen 


Hq. Company 


2nd Lt. Leonard E. Scott 


Company "C" 


Capt. John Settineri 


Medical Detachment 


1st Lt. John D. Shelby (With Cluster) 


Company "H" 


S/Sgt. Paul R. Shorter 


Company "A" 


2nd Lt. John M. Spalding 


Company "E" 


S/Sgt. Leeward W. Stockwell 


Hq. Company 


Sgt. Philip Streczyk 


Company "E" 


S/Sgt. Raymond F. Strojny 


Company "F" 


S/Sgt. Edward F. Tataras 


Company "G" 


Col. George A. Taylor 


C. O. 


Maj. Charles E. Tegtmyer 


Regt. Surgeon 


Maj. William R. Washington 


Exec. Officer, 3rd Bn. 


S/Sgt. James A. Wells 


Company "L" 


Pfc. Theodore T. Wilk 


Company "F" 


Capt. Charles A. Wirt 


C. O. Company "G" 


Capt. Edward F. Wozenski 

(With Cluster) 


C. O. Company "G" 


Sgt. William E. Zarnfaller 


Company "L" 
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The long campaigning in this war, the hundreds of actions 
in which the 16th was engaged afforded ample opportunities 
for heroism. That infantrymen of the regiment rose to those 
occasions is borne out by the number of decorations awarded 
to men of the 16th. In addition to the Congressional Medals 
of Honor and the Distinguished Service Crosses previously 
listed, these awards have also been made. 

Silver Stars — 1926 

Oak Leaf Cluster 
to Silver Star 217 

Bronze Stars — 2828 

Oak Leaf Cluster 

to Bronze Star — 810 

Purple Hearts — 6896 



CASUALTIES 





OFFICERS 


EM 


KIA 


48 


1202 


WIA 


262 


5384 


MIA 


20 


612 


TOTAL 


330 


7198 
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